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GCSE English Language Component 1 Section AFHS English Department 

Overview

Section A (20%) – Reading Understanding of one prose extract 
(about 60-100 lines) of literature from the 20th century assessed 
through a range of structured questions

AO1, AO2, AO4 

Approaches

Using 20th century literary extracts to introduce key skills such as:
• Exploring explicit and implicit meaning 
• Selecting apt evidence/information and relevant subject 
terminology 
• Commenting, explaining and analysing the craft of the writer 
• Making evaluative judgements on texts 

Further Support:
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/ztpy7hv 
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/qualification-
resources.html?subject=English&level=GCSE 

Assessment task

Summer 2022 paper (Section A)

Year 10 Autumn Term 1 Content

Q1 5 
marks

You will be directed to a section of the text, e.g. lines 1-
5 and will have to list five things that you learn about a 
topic/character. You should bullet point your answers . 

Q2 5 
marks

This question will ask you how the writer shows 
something or what impression we get of a certain 
character. The question requires you to analyse how 
language and tone are used to achieve effects. You 
should include direct reference to the text in your 
answer. 

Q3 10 
marks

This question tests the ability to explain, comment on 
and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effect and influence readers. It expects 
candidates to use subject terminology and direct 
reference to the text to support their views. 

Q4 10 
marks

This question asks you to write detailed analysis of how 
language and the organisation of events are used to 
achieve effects and influence the reader. It expects 
candidates to use subject terminology and direct 
reference to the text to support their views. The 
question will ask something similar to, ‘What impression 
does the writer give of…’ 

Q5 10 
marks

This questions asks you to write a persuasive evaluation 
of the text and its effects, supported by convincing, well 
selected examples and purposeful textual references. 
The question will ask something like, ‘Evaluate the 
way…is presented in this passage’ and will give you 
three bullet points to get you started which will be 
similar to the following: Write about your own thoughts 
and feelings about how…is presented in the passage; 
write about how the writer has created these thoughts 
and feelings. 



GCSE English Language Component 1 Section BFHS English Department 

Overview

This section will test creative prose writing through one 40 mark 
task. Candidates will be offered a choice of four titles giving 
opportunities for writing to describe and narrate, and imaginative 
and creative use of language. This response should be a narrative / 
recount. 

AO5 and AO6

Approaches

Looking at the features of prose writing such as: 
• Openings/endings 
• Plot and characterisation 
• Developing tension/pace 
• Appropriate narrative devices Include opportunities for 
developing accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation 

Further Support:
BookTrust: Everybody Writes 
BBC GCSE Bitesize: English- Creative writing
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1
308

Assessment task

Teacher’s choice of narrative task

Year 10 Autumn Term 2 Writing Prose
Success Criteria

Students will choose one title from a list of four. Students should 
spend 45 minutes on this question. 10 minutes of that time should 
be taken to carefully plan your ideas. 24 marks for content and 
organization 16 marks for technical accuracy (Total 40 marks = 20% 
of GCSE) 

Content • Register is convincing and compelling for 
audience

• Assuredly matched to purpose
• Extensive and ambitious vocabulary with 

sustained crafting of linguistic devices

Organisation • Varied and inventive use of structural features
• Writing is compelling, incorporating a range of 

convincing and complex ideas
• Fluently linked paragraphs with seamlessly 

integrated discourse markers 

Technical 
accuracy

• Wide range of punctuation is used with a high 
level of accuracy

• Uses a full range of appropriate sentence forms 
for effect

• Uses Standard English consistently and 
appropriately with secure control of complex 
grammatical structures

• High level of accuracy in spelling, including 
ambitious vocabulary

• Extensive and ambitious use of vocabulary





GCSE English Language Component 2 Section AFHS English Department 

Overview

This section will test through structured questions the reading of 
two high-quality unseen non-fiction texts (about 900-1200 words in 
total), one from the 19th century, the other from the 21st century. 
Non-fiction texts may include, but will not be limited to: letters, 
extracts from autobiographies or biographies, diaries, reports, 
articles and digital and multi-modal texts of various kinds from 
newspapers and magazines, and the internet. 

AO1 AO2, AO3 and AO4.

Approaches
Using extracts/texts from 19th and 21st century non-fiction writing 
to develop key skills such as:
• Exploring explicit and implicit meaning
• Selecting apt evidence/information and relevant subject 
terminology
• Commenting, explaining and analysing the craft of the writer
• Making evaluative judgements on texts
• Selecting and synthesising information from two texts
• Comparison of content/ideas and how these are conveyed

Further Support:
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/ztpy7hv 
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/ qualification-
resources.html? subject=English&level=GCSE

Assessment task
Summer 2022 Section A ‘Punch and Judy’

Year 10 Spring Term 1 Content

Q1 3 marks This question will be based on the first 
text and divided into small parts, such as 
a, b and c. You will have to find a detail in 
the text for each part.
 

Q2 10 marks This is a language technique question on 
the first text. You will be asked how the 
writer uses language and techniques for 
a particular purpose, such as to convey a 
point of view

Q3 3 marks This question will be based on the 
second text and divided into small parts. 
You will have to find a detail in the text 
for each part.

Q4 10 marks This question will be on the second text. 
You will be asked what you think and feel 
about a situation in the text, or how 
successful the writer is in conveying a 
point of view to you.

Q5 4 marks This question will ask you to consider 
both texts. It is a search and find 
question where you will find short 
details and evidence from both texts.

Q6 10 marks This question will ask you to consider 
both texts again and compare their 
ideas and attitudes and how they are 
presented to you.



GCSE English Language Component 2 Section BFHS English Department 

Overview

This section will test transactional, persuasive and/or discursive 
writing through two equally weighted compulsory tasks (20 marks 
each). Across the two tasks candidates will be offered opportunities 
to write for a range of audiences and purposes, adapting style to 
form and to real-life contexts in, for example, letters, articles, 
reviews, speeches, etc. 

AO5 and AO6.

Approaches

Looking at the features of transactional/persuasive writing such as:
• Purpose, audience, format and tone
• Apt use of vocabulary and techniques to develop point of 
view/argument etc.
• Organisation and struture of non-fiction writing
Practise writing for real-life contexts in, for example, letters, 
articles, reviews, speeches, reports

Opportunities for developing accurate grammar, spelling and 
punctuation

Further Support:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztpy7hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2xpdmn

Assessment task
Teacher’s choice of task

Year 11 Autumn Term 1 Text Type Key Information

Letter • The use of addresses and date
• a formal mode of address e.g. Dear 

Sir/Madam or a named recipient
• effectively/fluently sequenced paragraphs
• an appropriate mode of signing off: Yours 

sincerely/faithfully

Article • Broadsheet = formal/local or tabloid = 
informal

• a clear/apt/original title
• a strapline and subheadings
• an introductory (overview) paragraph
• effectively/fluently sequenced paragraphs

Leaflet • a clear/apt/original title
• organisational devices such as inventive 

subheadings or boxes /bullet points
• effectively/fluently sequenced paragraphs. 

Speech • a clear address to an audience
• effective/fluently linked sections to indicate 

sequence
• rhetorical indicators that an audience is 

being addressed
• a clear sign off e.g. ‘Thank you for listening’. 

Review • a clear/apt/original title
• subheadings
• an introductory (overview) paragraph 

with your opinion
• effectively/fluently sequenced 

paragraphs.
• Ending with recommendation

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztpy7hv




GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Macbeth
Poetry Anthology
An Inspector Calls
A Christmas Carol
Unseen Poetry







Link to Eduqas resources
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alliteration: repetition of the same 

letter or sound at the start of consecutive 
words

oxymoron: a figure of speech in which 

apparently contradictory terms appear in 
conjunction 

anaphora: the repetition of a word or 

phrase at the beginning of successive 
clauses

pathetic fallacy: to give human feelings 

and responses to inanimate things, 
especially the weather

caesura: a pause or break the middle of 

a line of poetry

personification: to give something 

non-human or abstract human 
characteristics and form

contrast: placing ideas or words that are 

strikingly different close together for 
effect

repetition: repeating something that 

has already been written

couplet: a pair of successive lines of 

verse, typically rhyming and of the same 
length

rhyme: correspondence of sound 

between words or the endings of words, 
especially at the end of lines

end-stopped line: a line in verse 

which ends with punctuation, to show that 
phrase has ended

rhythm: the beat or cadence of a poem

enjambment: the continuation of a 

sentence without a pause beyond the end 
of a line, couplet, or stanza

sibilance: the repeated use of the “s” 

sound close together

hyperbole: exaggerated statements or 

claims said for effect

simile: a direct comparison between two 

thing using as or like

imagery: visually descriptive or 

figurative language, such as similes or 
metaphors

sonnet: a 14 line poem typically on the 

subject of love

irony: using language that normally 

signifies the opposite of what it means

stanza: a verse of poetry made up of 

poetic lines

juxtaposition: two things being seen or 

placed close together with contrasting effect

symbolism: using a symbol or object to 

represent an abstract idea or concept

metaphor: a comparison between two 

things where one thing is said to be another 
for effect

synaesthesia: the blending of the 

different senses in a piece of poetry
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