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KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  7.1 Invaders

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic 

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify the three groups of Invaders 
between 43-1066. 

I understand the reasons why the Romans, Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings invaded Britain. 

I understand the impact that each set of Invaders 
had on Britain and its population. 

I can identify key figures within each invasion and 
explain their significance. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why the 
invasion of Britain by the Romans; Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings was significant. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the different invasions of 
Britain to form a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can explain what caused 
each invasion of Britain and their 
consequences. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
an inference. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation and understand its 
argument. 

Across Year 7, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  7.2 The Norman Conquest

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify the three contenders for the throne.

I can explain why the death of Edward the Confessor 
led to conflict over the English throne. 

I understand the causes and consequences of the 
Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

I understand the causes and consequences of the 
Battle of Hastings. I can explain why William, Duke of 
Normandy was victorious. 

I can identify and explain the impact of the changes 
made to England by William I: 
• Motte and Bailey Castles 
• The Feudal System 
• The Domesday Book 
• The Harrying of the North 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why the 
Norman conquest was significant in 
changing Britain. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the Norman conquest to 
form a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can explain what caused the 
Norman Conquest and judge which factor 
was the most important. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
an inference. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation and understand its 
argument. 

Across Year 7, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 
Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  7.3 Church and Medieval Life

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I understand why the Monarch and the Church held 
power and why sometimes they came into conflict. 

I can explain what the Crusades were and the 
impact they had on people and places. 

I understand the reasons why the Barons were 
angry with King John and the significance of Magna 
Carta and its impact in shifting power.  

I understand how the ‘Black Death’ and the 
Peasants revolt contributed to a change in power 
during the medieval period. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why both the 
Church and the Monarch held power and 
were significant in medieval life. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the medieval period to form 
a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can explain what caused key 
events such as the Bubonic Plague and 
Peasants Revolt along with how they 
impacted Britain. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
an inference. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation and understand its 
argument. 

Across Year 7, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  7.4 The Islamic World

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I understand what a Caliphate is and where it was 
situated in the world. 

I can explain what the term ‘Golden Age’ means 
and how this can be applied to periods of time in 
History. 

I can identify how the Abbasid Caliphate provided 
advancements within many areas of society and 
compare these with Western Europe. 

I can explain why the Abbasid Caliphate fell and 
who was responsible for its downfall. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why the 
Abbasid Caliphate contributed to the 
advancement of many areas such as 
medicine and technology

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the Islamic Golden Age to 
form a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can explain why the Abbasid 
Caliphate is considered to be a ‘golden 
age’ and why it eventually was destroyed.

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
an inference. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation and understand its 
argument. 

Across Year 7, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  7.5 The Tudor Dynasty

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify key figures within the Tudor family.

I understand who was behind the reformation and 
the impact it had in Europe and specifically England. 

I can explain the role of religion within the reign of 
each Tudor/Stuart monarch from Henry VIII to James 
I. 

I can demonstrate an understanding of Tudor 
culture and explain how society developed. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain the 
importance of the reformation and Tudor 
family in changing religion and power 
within England. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the Tudor period to form a 
chronology of events. 

Causation: I can explain what caused the 
reformation to spread across Europe and 
how the Tudors adopted religious 
change.

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
an inference. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation and understand its 
argument. 

Across Year 7, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  7.6 The English Civil War

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I understand the roles of Charles I and Oliver 
Cromwell within the English Civil War.

I can explain why the English Civil War broke out. 

I can describe both sides within the conflict and 
explain what made a Royalist and a 
Parliamentarian. 

I understand the concept of ‘Divine Right of Kings’ 
and can explain why the execution of Charles I was 
extremely controversial. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain the roles of the 
Crown and Parliament in making the 
1600’s a period of upheaval in England. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the English Civil War to form 
a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can explain what caused the 
outbreak of the English Civil War and the 
consequences of this conflict. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
an inference. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation and understand its 
argument. 

Across Year 7, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  8.1 The Industrial Revolution

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify economic changes to Britain – for 
example, the impact of mass production and 
development of transport. 

I can identify political changes to Britain – for 
example, the impact of the Peterloo Massacre and 
the Chartists. 

I can identify social changes to Britain – for 
example, the impact on living and working 
conditions

I understand what legislation is and can identify key 
pieces connected to the Industrial Revolution.

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain both the 
positive and negative impact of the 
Industrial Revolution on the population to 
form an overall judgement. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to Industrial Revolution to form 
a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify and explain the 
key events that caused social, political and 
economic change. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences and form a judgement. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and respond with my own judgement. 

Across Year 8, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  8.2 The Transatlantic Slave Trade

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify the reasons that contributed to the 
growth of the Transatlantic slave trade. 

I understand and can describe the experiences of 
enslaved people using specific case studies. 

I understand the concept of abolitionism, its aims 
and can identify the key figures of the movement. 

I can explain the legacy of the Transatlantic slave 
trade on the nation and local area. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain how the 
Transatlantic slave trade impacted lives, 
localities and nations. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the Transatlantic slave trade 
to form a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify and explain the 
key events that caused the Transatlantic 
slave trade to grow and decline. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences and form a judgement. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and respond with my own judgement. 

Across Year 8, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  8.3 The British Empire 

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify nations within the British Empire.

I can explain the impact of colonisation upon 
countries within the British empire. 

I can evaluate the extent to which the British Empire 
was a ‘force for good’ regarding specific nations. 

I can discuss how views on the legacy of the British 
Empire have changed over time. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain how the British 
Empire impacted specific nations as it 
grew. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the British Empire to form a 
chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify the motivations 
behind colonisation and the 
consequences of empire building. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences and form a judgement. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and respond with my own judgement. 

Across Year 8, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  8.4 Migration to Britain 

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify a range of nations that have 
contributed to migration to Britain. 

I can explain the impact of migration upon Britain. 

I can explain how attitudes towards migrants 
changed over time. 

I can explain the experiences of migrants to 
Britain. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain the impact of 
migration on Britain from different nations 
and regions.

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to migration to Britain to form 
a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify what caused 
people to migrate to Britain and the 
consequences of their settlement. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences and form a judgement. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and respond with my own judgement. 

Across Year 8, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  8.5 Women's Suffrage  

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can explain the difference between Suffragettes 
and Suffragists. 

I can describe why women wanted to achieve 
suffrage. 

I can describe the arguments against women’s 
suffrage. 

I can make a judgement on whether the 
Suffragettes were more successful in achieving 
change than the Suffragists. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain the impact of 
migration on Britain from different nations 
and regions.

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to migration to Britain to form 
a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify what caused 
people to migrate to Britain and the 
consequences of their settlement. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences and form a judgement. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and respond with my own judgement. 

Across Year 8, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  8.6 Protest in Britain   

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can define what a protest is and its aims. 

I can identify key examples of protest that 
delivered change. 

I can identify key figures within specific protests 
and explain their impact. 

I can make a judgement on whether protest has 
helped or hindered the people of Britain. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain the impact of 
migration on Britain from different nations 
and regions.

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to migration to Britain to form 
a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify what caused 
people to migrate to Britain and the 
consequences of their settlement. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences and form a judgement. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and respond with my own judgement. 

Across Year 8, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  9.1 World War I 

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can identify the long-term causes of WWI and 
provide a definition for each. 

I understand the concept of a ‘spark’ event within 
history and can explain how this connects to WWI. 

I can explain why trench warfare developed during 
the conflict and describe the experiences of 
soldiers. 

I can explain the impact of WWI on the British 
people. Notably the impact of conscription and the 
‘Home Front’. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why WWI was 
a significant world event. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to WWI to form a chronology 
of events. 

Causation: I can identify the long and 
short-term causes of WWI and evaluate 
their importance. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences, form a judgement and 
evaluate its provenance. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and agree or disagree using my own 
knowledge. 

Across Year 9, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  9.2 The Russian Revolution

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I understand who the Tsar is and what Russia was 
like as a nation before the Bolshevik uprising. 

I can explain the reasons for the Russian Revolution 
and the roles played by key individuals. 

I can identify the issues faced by the newly formed 
Soviet Union. 

I understand how Stalin achieved power and form a 
judgement regarding the impact he had on the 
USSR. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why the 
Russian revolution had a significant 
impact in the region and wider world. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to the Russian Revolution to 
form a chronology of events. 

Causation: I can identify the causes of the 
Russian Revolution and the key figures 
behind its success.

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences, form a judgement and 
evaluate its provenance. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and agree or disagree using my own 
knowledge. 

Across Year 9, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  9.3 World War II

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can explain the impact of the Treaty of Versailles 
on Germany. 

I can explain why the failure of the League of 
Nations and the policy of appeasement 
contributed to WWII. 

I can identify key battles within the conflict and 
evaluate their importance in the defeat of Nazi 
Germany. 

I can identify key individuals within WWII and 
explain their contribution to the initiation and 
ending of the conflict. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why WWII was 
a significant world event. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to WWII to form a chronology 
of events. 

Causation: I can identify the long and 
short-term causes of WWII and evaluate 
their importance. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences, form a judgement and 
evaluate its provenance. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and agree or disagree using my own 
knowledge. 

Across Year 9, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 



KS3 ACRES CHECKLIST:  9.4 The Holocaust

KNOWING WHAT 

Your core knowledge 
about the topic

Start of 
the unit

End of 
the unit

I can explain what antisemitism is. 

I can explain what a genocide is and how this 
applies to the Holocaust. 

I can explain how and why the Jews were targeted 
by the Nazis. 

I can explain how the Jews resisted the Nazi 
regime and why the Holocaust came to an end. 

I can use and spell correctly specific terminology 
connected to the topic. 

KNOWING 
HOW

The skills and processes you use to 
demonstrate your understanding

Start of the unit End of the unit

Significance: I can explain why WWII was 
a significant world event. 

Chronology: I can identify key dates 
connected to WWII to form a chronology 
of events. 

Causation: I can identify the long and 
short-term causes of WWII and evaluate 
their importance. 

Sources: I can analyse a source to provide 
inferences, form a judgement and 
evaluate its provenance. 

Interpretations: I can read an 
interpretation, understand its argument 
and agree or disagree using my own 
knowledge. 

Across Year 9, you will be working towards achieving these ACREs (Assessed Curriculum Related Expectations). 
Each new topic will allow you to evidence your core knowledge and skills by the end of the year. 

Secure 

Insecure 

Secure 

Insecure 
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