
                            
                                                                              

 

 
 

 

 

…We Will Remember Them 

At the eleventh hour, of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, Formby High School fell silent as we 

remembered the fallen.  The only sound was that of the bugle playing the last post, thanks to Miss Dilworth, 

which echoed across the campus.  Throughout this week, alongside our ‘Thought for the Day’ programme 

which has focussed upon Sacrifice, Mr Fitzgibbon (Subject Leader for History) prepared some very poignant 

and thoughtful presentations which were shared during form time to enable our students to reflect on the 

many men and women who served during World War I.  Some of the presentations featured local service 

personnel and all had questions to prompt students to reflect upon events in history and their impact upon 

all of us.  Throughout this morning, Sixth Form Ambassadors visited classes across the school with the Royal 

British Legion Poppies to raise funds for this incredible charity and Year 10 students, Lana and Bowie, 

accompanied Mr Fitzgibbon to the Formby War Memorial to lay a wreath on behalf of the school at 11am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…Sixth Form 
Sixth Form has been busy with a series of guest speakers over the 

last couple of weeks.  Carl from Lancaster University delivered a 

presentation to students on how to approach choosing the right 

course and university.  Carl also gave students an insight into life 

at Lancaster University, including exploring the collegiate system, 

accommodation and university societies.  Sixth Form alumni Lewis 

visited to deliver a workshop to students on degree level 

apprenticeship opportunities with CISCO. He is currently an 

apprentice with them completing his degree at Roehampton 

University; we loved hearing about everything he has been doing 

since leaving us and appreciate him sharing his apprenticeship story with the students.  Jan from Amazing 

Apprenticeships has delivered assemblies this week ahead of presenting workshops with students next 

month.  As part of our Personal Development Programme, Emma from Claire House spoke with students in 

Year 12 about partaking in the Legend Award (Claire House Hero Awards - Claire House Children's Hospice), 

and during Enrichment Diversity Rolemodels delivered a session with students on equality in the UK.  We are 

also pleased to share that two of our Year 12 students, Beth and Charlotte, have secured places on the Lucy 

Cavendish College Cambridge Academic Enrichment Programme.  This involves attending subject specific 

enrichment classes from November until March, experiencing additional subject taster sessions and 

completing a Supercurriular Enrichment Project in May.  
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… Dream It. Do It! 
Year 11s, don’t forget next Thursday (17 November) is our Sixth Form Open 

Evening (6-8pm).  Whether you have decided on your next steps after your GCSEs 

in summer already or are still pondering your options, we encourage you to come 

along and speak with our subject specialists about your study options in Sixth 

Form.  There is a wealth of academic subject choices and extra-curricular, 

enrichment and personal development opportunities on offer.  You are also 

encouraged to speak about life in Sixth Form @ FHS with our current Year 12 and 

13 students who will be available throughout the evening to answer your 

questions and share their experiences.  Hope to see you there! 

…Attendance Matters 
Attendance continues to be a high priority focus for us at Formby High School. You will no doubt be aware 

that research shows strong links between good school attendance and school achievement.  However, it also 

has positive social and emotional effects on young people.  Attending school regularly allows them to build 

strong friendships, cultivate good relationships with staff and creates a sense of belonging. When in school, 

our young people can fully immerse themselves in everything school life has to offer.  Our attendance is 

93.1% and this continues to sit above both national and local average.  That being said, the figure is still 

below our typical level of attendance and we would welcome your continued support in ensuring your child 

attends school every day that they are able to.    

…Astronomic Delights 
In October, Jupiter was particularly close to the Earth.  In fact, it hasn’t been 

this close since 1963. This meant it was the ideal time to observe the Planet, 

along with it’s four major moons, Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto.  The 

GCSE astronomers made the most 

of the opportunity and here we can 

see Kitty’s (Year 9) fantastic image of 

Jupiter.  When compared to another 

image of Jupiter taken 4 days later, you notice how quickly the Moons 

are orbiting.  Io has an orbital period of just 42 hours.  You don’t need 

much magnification to see the Moons of Jupiter and even the weather 

bands on the planet. A good pair of binoculars will do!   Saturn is also 

great to observe due to its bright rings. 

 

…Gastronomic Delights 

On Wednesday 9 November after school, students from Years 9 and 10 took part 

in the school heat of the national competition, Futurechef, that FHS supports every 

year.  It gives students who are interested in cooking or who are considering a 

career in hospitality the chance to experience cooking and presenting a dish like 

they are working in a restaurant.  Every student who took 

part served fantastic dishes. They were judged on the 

workmanship, overall balance of the dish and the taste.  It 

was a very difficult decision to determine a winner, but 

Anna (Year 10) went through to the next round after 

cooking South African Chicken and fusion rice.  Anna will 

join Ben (Year11) in representing the school at the City of Liverpool College in the 

next round.  Mrs Lloyd would like to thank everyone who got involved and wishes 

Anna and Ben all the best of luck in the next round. 

 

 

 

 

 



… Debate Club 
On Monday 7 November the Formby High School Debate Team took 

part in the English-Speaking Union’s School Mace competition.  The 

competition was founded in 1957 and is the oldest debate competition 

in the UK.  Three Year 9 students took part and the topic debated was 

whether digital manipulation should be banned in advertising and social 

media.  The students were praised for their passionate delivery and how 

well researched their arguments were.  Debate Cub runs every Monday 

lunchtime and all students from Years 9-13 are welcome.   

… Modern Languages 
Year 10 Spanish students enjoyed a day out this week, visitng the University 

of Liverpool for an Italian Taster Day.  The students had the opportunity to 

learn about studying languages at the university, a tour of the campus and 

an Italian lesson! Mrs Wharmby said that they had a great time and 

represented the school brilliantly!  Year 12 Spanish (and some Year 11) 

students attended a webinar with the University of Leeds finding out about 

degrees in International Relations.  Students 

discovered that International Relations relates to travel, commerce and 

psychology as well as discussing a Spanish text about the effects of a 

(hypotehtical) united Latin America.  Alex, who led the workshop, answered 

questions on potential careers with International Relations and on the 

languages 'year abroad' experience at university.  Alex said “It was a pleasure to teach them."  Well done 

all!  

 

…Spotlight on Drama 

Our Year 12 A Level Drama students have just taken part in their first performance for 

Component 3 of their examination.  Each student performed a character that allowed 

them to use the practical skills we have been developing within lesson.  One of our 

Year 12 students is studying the technical theatre pathway, so he was allowed to 

develop lighting cues for each of the performances.  Our Year 11 GCSE Drama students 

have also begun to rehearse their Component 3 pieces that will be performed to an 

examiner next year.  Miss Donlevy says a big “Well done everyone – your level of 

commitment has been fantastic so far.  Keep up the excellent work!” 
 

…Year 11 Raising Achievement! 
Thank you to all those Year 11 parents who attended the Raising 

Achievement Evening on Wednesday of this week, it was reall great 

to see so many of you there.  We hope you found the information 

about our Year 11 Raising Achievement Programme (RAP) helpful and 

will be able to make use of the information, advice and guidance 

provided.   A copy of the presentation is available on the Year 11 

Make it Count page of our school website here. 
 

… Beaver Scouts 
1st Southport Beaver Scouts recently visited FHS to enjoy a Science Night 

working towards their Scout Experiment badge with our Subject Leader 

for Chemistry, Mr Kaye.  The Beavers carried out flame testing using 

Bunsen Burners and learned all about staying safe in our classroom labs.  

A fun night was had by all! 
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… Governor Corner 
Mr David Pearson was elected to Chair of Governors at the Governing Body AGM in September, replacing 

Mrs Fiona Grieveson who stepped down from the role after two terms of office and countless hours of 

outstanding service.   David will be ably supported by Mr Myles Duckworth who continues as Vice Chair of 

Governors.  We are also delighted to welcome new members to the Governing Body: Mr Peter Killen, 

appointed as Community Governor in early October, Miss Lara O’Donnell and Ms Jennifer Stuart, elected as 

Parent Governors shortly before half term, and Mr Richard Smith supporting us as an Independent Governor.   
 

… Library Corner 
This issue’s book recommendation is new to our library, only arriving recently from 

BookTrust.  It is the story of teenage rivalry and friendship 

growing up in a small town from award winning author Keith 

Gray.  Sully’s status about town is challenged by a new kid and 

they only way to prove who is the best is a race to climb the 

unnamed tree, whoever makes it to the top will become a 

legend.  But the race brings out something spiteful and ugly 

in Sully, is it worth losing everything just to reach the top.  Mrs 

Ambrose would like to thank BookTrust who delivered plenty of ‘new reads’ to 

the library recently.  There is something for everyone, from ‘Becoming 

Muhammad Ali’ to ‘Running the Country’, and from ‘Nisha’s War’ to ‘Barb the 

Brave’, …there really is something to suit all tastes.  Come up to the Library and 

see what is there for you! 

  

…Children in Need 
Friday 18 November is the big BBC Children in Need fundraiser and Formby High School will be pulling out 

all the spots (!) to support this amazing charity.  Probably more than ever before, 

children across the country need our help this year.  Friday 18 November will be a 

non-uniform fundraising day (we encourage all students to donate £1 in form for 

‘mufti’ day).  As well as the hugely popular cake sale at break time, there will also 

be face painting and even a staff karaoke at the end of the day.  If students can 

bring any loose change and/or bake some cakes to support our efforts, this would 

be greatly appreciated. 
 

… Gift of Giving 
With a little more than six weeks to go until Christmas, our thoughts are turning to those families within our 

school community who are currently experiencing financial difficulties. Given the current economic climate 

more families than ever could do with a little extra help and support so we thought it would be nice to set 

up a Food & Gift bank at Formby High School.  For those of you who would like to get involved, donations 

of food and gifts can be sent into school from 14 November up until 12 December.  All donations will then 

be made into hampers and distributed to those who need them most.  Any donations can be handed into 

the general office for the attention of Mrs Brooks.  All donations, no matter how big or small, will be 

welcomed; all we ask is that gifts are new and food donations have a shelf life post 25 December.  We 

appreciate not everyone will be able to get involved but for those of you who can I can guarantee the 

hampers will be greatly received and help spread a little festive cheer to a number children within our school 

and their families.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Brooks at school. 

 
 

 

 Y12/13 Road Safety Workshop – 16 Nov  Y11 Pre-Public Examinations – 21 to 28 Nov 

 Sixth Form Open Evening – 17 Nov (6-8pm)  Presentation Evening – 1 Dec 

 Children in Need Non-Uniform day – 18 Nov  INSET Day (Staff Only) – 2 Dec 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


