
 
FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL ‘POLICY ON A PAGE’ 

ENGLISH MARKING AND FEEDBACK summary 

HEADLINES 
Marking and feedback will: 
 

● Provide students with clear, useful feedback enabling progress.  
● Provide consistency and continuity in feedback across the 

department.  
● Continue the focus on striving for excellence.  
● Develop students’ self-esteem and understanding of excellence in 

English through specific praise which values their achievements. 
● Ultimately improve student attainment through regular and varied 

formative assessment. 
 

 

Feedback and Reflection 
 examples 
 
 Directed questions to which 

students respond.   
 Students using the feedback to 

improve part of the work.  
 Teacher modelling an example 

paragraph with the same area for 
improvement as many students' 
work. Whole class discussion of 
ways to improve is followed by 
students applying the same 
process to their own work.  

 Students paired with a partner 
whose strength was their 
weakness and asked to ‘borrow’ 
sections or tips from each other.  

 Offer a different task to which 
they must transfer the same skills 
or expect them to add significant 
content.  
 

FREQUENCY 
Students can expect their work to have been ‘deep marked’ twice 
per half term. These types of activities are typically: 

 End of half term/summative assessments which are marked in 
accordance with the department’s mark scheme at KS3 and 
GCSE mark schemes at KS4. All students complete the same 
assessments. 

 Interim/diagnostic tasks that are used to ensure progress are 
marked using the department’s ‘Traffic Lights’ code at KS3 
and using KS4 mark schemes and grading at KS4. These tasks 
are selected at the teacher’s discretion. 

PRESENTATION OF WORK 

 Write and underline headings 

 Underline with a ruler 

 Blue/black ink 

 Complete work with care 

 Delete with a single line 

 Write fluently, legibly and neatly 

 Ensure exercise books are graffiti free 

 Intervention will be used if the work 
repeatedly fails to meet the standard 

 

 
PRESENTATION OF WORK 

 
 
TRAFFIC LIGHT MARKING 
This grades students against ACREs at KS3. 
The tasks set are selected by the teacher to 
support development towards the 
summative half termly tasks. 
Red: Stop! There are a number of issues with 
your work – review your teacher’s guidance 
to improve and act upon it! 
Amber: There are many good features about 
your work, however, some issues are holding 
you back; review your teacher’s guidance to 
improve and act upon it!  
Green: Well done! You are working at the 
expected level – challenge yourself to 
improve further! 

 
CLASS TEACHERS 

 Regular routine to 
provide incisive 
written and verbal 
feedback. 

 Consistently use FHS 
marking codes. 

 Provide clear 
guidance on how to 
progress. 

 Provide regular 
reflection time. 

 Acknowledge 
reflection and address 
any emerging issues. 

 
KEY MESSAGES 

 
Students’ work ‘deep marked’ 
twice per half term. 

 
Work in preparation for summative 
assessment to be marked using the 
‘Traffic Lights’ system at KS3. 

 
Summative assessments at KS3 use 
the mark scheme – allows for 
conversion to % and reporting 
home. 

 
KS4 assessments marked 
according to GCSE mark schemes. 

 

A copy of the mark scheme is in each KS3 student’s book


