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17 August 2022 

 
Year 13 Results Day and Beyond 

 
Dear Parent 

 
I wanted to remind you of the arrangements for collecting the A Level and VTQ results 
tomorrow (Thursday 18 August).  They will be available from 8:00am in the Sixth Form 
Common Room.  If your child is not available to collect them, then the person doing so on 
their behalf will need a letter with their signature giving permission for them to do so. Any 
uncollected results will be posted to the home address.  
 
There has been a lot of conflicting news reports and articles about what may happen with 
results this year, and your child may have questions about what to expect. This year is a 
‘transition year’ between 2021 (when assessment was done directly by schools and colleges) 
and 2019 (the last year exams took place).  This means that overall grades nationally will be 
about halfway between the two.  It does not mean that marking was harsher or more lenient 
– the marking was done by exam boards in the usual way.  Instead, it means that when setting 
the grade boundaries, exam boards have been more generous than in a normal year to bring 
grades closer to 2021 levels.  Marking and grading are done at a national level, with all 
students across the country being treated the same way.  
 
Lots of our students will already have a firm and insurance offer for a place at university or an 
apprenticeship.  Universities knew how grading would work this summer and have made 
offers on what they think can be achieved.  If your child doesn’t meet the conditions of their 
offer – don’t panic.  Many universities may still be able to offer students their places.  If your 
child has not met the requirements of their firm or insurance offer and are unplaced, they will 
be eligible for UCAS Clearing.  Their UCAS application will update, and they will be provided 
with a Clearing number, alongside their UCAS Personal ID.  UCAS will provide students with 
matches and if they express an interest, the university can contact them to discuss this further. 
These are updated regularly.  Students may also search for Clearing places independently 
on the UCAS website, identifying courses and contacting universities to secure a place – they 
will need their Clearing number and Personal ID for this.  From 3:00pm they will then be able 
to add their Clearing course to UCAS. If your child has been accepted to a firm / insurance 
choice but no longer want to attend that institution or pursue that course, we would advise 
that they hold the place whilst sourcing a Clearing choice as once they decline their held 
offer, they cannot change their mind later. The University of Surrey have produced a short 
video clip explaining clearing which you can watch here. 
 
The Sixth Form Team will be available in the Sixth Form Centre on Thursday and Friday to 
provide you and your child with support if needed. Further to this, you can also contact me, 
Ms Kearsley or Mrs Halton via Class Charts, email (a.harrison@formbyhighschool.com or 
sixthform@formbyhighschool.com) or telephone (01704 835659). 
 
You will find included with this letter a letter to students from Ofqual and UCAS which I would 
encourage you to read.  
 
We could not be prouder of the achievements of our young people this far and look forward 
to seeing you and them on Thursday. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Mrs A Harrison-Forsyth 
Assistant Headteacher (Director of Learning Y11-13 and Attendance) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Student 
 
This week, you’ll get your results. To get to this point, you have shown real dedication to your 
studies and resilience in sitting your formal exams and assessments after the disruption of the pandemic. 
This will stand you in good stead whatever choices you make about your next steps, whether that be an 
undergraduate course, apprenticeship, or employment. 
  
We know you might have questions about results day, confirming offers and Clearing. Like, what are your 
options on results day? What happens if you change your mind about your choices? 
  
Here are a few things we’d like you to remember: 

• This year we have returned to summer exams, with all students being assessed on the same 
basis. Your grade will be determined solely on the basis of your work. 

• Whatever your results, you can be confident that it’s no harder or easier to achieve a particular 
grade no matter which exam board’s specification you took. When marking and grading your 
work, examiners do not know your name, which school or college you attended, or where in 
the country you live. Ofqual makes sure that the rules are the same for everyone. 

• Don’t worry if you don’t get your predicted grades. This happens very often. In 2019 only 21% 
of accepted applicants achieved or exceeded their predicted grades, but 86% of UK 18-year-
olds applying to UCAS took up an HE place. 

• Universities understood what grades will look like overall this year and took this into account 
when making offers. It’s not meaningful to compare this year’s results to those in 2021, 
because it was a different form of assessment. 

• In 2019, when exams last went ahead, around three quarters of UK 18-year-old applicants 
were placed at their first choice. Come results day this year, UCAS again expects most 
students will secure their place at their first choice.  

• You have lots of choice for your next step, whether it’s an undergraduate degree or an 
apprenticeship. There are more 18-year-olds in the population this year and more applying to 
higher education too, but there are still lots of places in higher education and apprenticeships 
at top employers available. Over 90 per cent of this year’s applicants are happy with the offers 
they’ve got. In fact, nearly 300,000 UK 18-year-olds are holding a firm offer, up 7,000 on last 
year and the highest on record – meaning more applicants are in a prime position to secure a 
preferred course than ever before.  

• University admission isn’t always just about grades. When deciding whether to make an offer 
or accept a student, universities generally look at the full range of information within the UCAS 
application, including the personal statement and reference. 

• If you don’t get the grades for your first choice, you may still be accepted by your university of 
choice, for example, if you are a grade lower than your offer. 

• If you don’t get your first or insurance choices, there will be lots of choice through Clearing 
with around 30,000 courses available across a broad range of universities and colleges as 
well as apprenticeships with employers. UCAS is here to support you with your choices 
through Clearing. You might find it helpful to think in advance of results day about what you 
might do if you don’t get the results you were hoping for, do better than you expected, or 
change your mind about what you want to do. You can put yourself in the strongest possible 
position by thinking ahead and putting together a Plan B. 

We are confident that with the right support you will continue to rise above any obstacles in your way and 
progress onto your next step.  
 
If you’d like to know more, listen to UCAS’ Clearing Choices podcasts about all things to do with results 
day, and how to take control of your future, and discover your options in the UCAS Hub. For more 

https://2020.schools-mail.co.uk/ofqual/august22/email1.html
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/clearing-choices-show-katie-thistleton
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual


information on marking and grading this year, check out Ofqual’s podcasts and blog post on grading for A 
levels and Vocational Qualifications in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Jo Saxton       Clare Marchant 
Chief Regulator, Ofqual      Chief Executive, UCAS 

 

Ofqual 

Earlsdon Park, 53-55 Butts Road, Coventry, CV1 3BH 

www.gov.uk/ofqual 

0300 303 3344 

public.enquiries@ofqual.gov.uk 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ofqualgovuk?app=desktop
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/06/exam-results-2022-10-things-to-know-about-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/06/exam-results-2022-10-things-to-know-about-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/06/whats-behind-this-summers-vtq-results/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual
mailto:public.enquiries@ofqual.gov.uk
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