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6 July 2022 
 
 
To all parents of all FHS students      
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
The government released an Education White Paper in March 2022, setting out its vision 
for education for this decade.  The White Paper outlined the government’s intention for 
all schools to have a school week which is at least 32.5 hours in length by September 
2023 at the very latest.  The Department for Education (DfE) information note that can 
be found at the link below provides more detail about this plan. 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/1063520/Minimum_expectation_for_length_of_school_week_-
__information_note.pdf 
 
The information note sets out the requirements for schools and provides guidance on 
the delivery of the 32.5 hours per week.  Most schools currently operate at 32.5 hours 
per week and the proposal is designed to bring all schools into line with one another.  
The DfE requests: when school leaders are considering how to use additional time in 
their schools, this should be guided by their priorities for improvement and learning 
outcomes for pupils.  They should ensure they are delivering a broad and balanced 
curriculum within the school week for all their pupils.’ 
 
Our school week is currently 31.5 hours in length (slightly more in Week 1 and slightly 
less in Week 2) which is one hour below the DfE’s stated requirement.  The school’s 
Senior Leadership Team and Governing Body has given this matter careful consideration 
and developed a proposal that we feel will meet the DfE’s intentions of addressing 
priorities for improvement and learning outcomes for students.   
 
The proposal aims to achieve the statutory 32.5 hours per week through starting the 
school day five minutes earlier and removing the ‘early finish’ Friday, meaning each 
school day will be as follows: 
 

8.50am – 9.10am Tutor Period (including reading time) 

9.10am – 10.10am Period 1 

10.15am – 11.15am Period 2 

11.15am – 11.30am Morning Break 

11.30am – 12.30pm Period 3 

12.30pm – 1.15pm Lunch 

1.15pm – 2.15pm Period 4 

2.20pm – 3.20pm Period 5 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063520/Minimum_expectation_for_length_of_school_week_-__information_note.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063520/Minimum_expectation_for_length_of_school_week_-__information_note.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063520/Minimum_expectation_for_length_of_school_week_-__information_note.pdf
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Removing ‘early finish’ Friday will enable both weeks of the two-week timetable to be balanced and equal 
in length.  The proposal also extends morning tutor period by five minutes to create time for form group 
activities.  Commencing the school day five minutes earlier will preserve the 3.20pm finish, ensuring time 
for after school activities and for students to make their way home safely before it is dark in the winter 
months.  
 
We have reviewed the current train timetables for students who travel to school from the north or south of 
the borough (recognising that these are subject to change).  Students travelling on a northbound train and 
disembarking at Formby station currently have 18 minutes to arrive in school.  This will reduce to 13 minutes.  
Those travelling on a southbound train and disembarking at Freshfield station currently have 14 minutes to 
walk to school.  This will reduce to 9 minutes and they will, therefore, probably need to catch the earlier 
train, arriving at Freshfield station 24 minutes before the start of the school day. 
 
As previously stated, developing the school’s response to achieving the required 32.5 hours has focussed 
upon addressing priorities for improvement and learning outcomes for students.  The allocation of the 
additional teaching period would be: 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 / 13 

Guided Reading Guided Reading 
Religious 
Studies 

Mathematics English No change 

 
Giving our younger students the opportunity to read as part of their timetabled lessons will be valuable, as 
will additional curriculum time in GCSE subjects studied by all students across Years 9, 10 and 11. 
 
In summary, the school has little choice in moving to a 32.5 hour per week timetable by September 2023, 
as this will be a requirement for all schools.  We want to ensure that the changes we need to make are 
guided by improving the learning outcomes for all our students.  As we continue to navigate the challenges 
involved in helping students catch-up from lost learning during the pandemic, we are proposing to 
implement the 32.5 hour per week timetable from September 2022. 
 
I trust that the above information is helpful in explaining the reason and rationale for the new school day.  
We have been engaging with our students about these changes over the past week or so and they have 
been given the opportunity to raise any questions they may have.  If you have any questions, comments or 
require any further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact the school by email at 
admin@formbyhighschool.com. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
 


