




•Do you know what your attendance is this year?

•Do you know if it has improved / declined so far this term?

•What would you suggest is “good” attendance?

In a normal school year, we have a target of above 97% attendance.

Due to Covid-19 we have not set a target this year because we understand that a 
period of self-isolation will affect a lot of students more than normal.

It is also important to note that for some students with health conditions, for 
example, good school attendance may look different.

But let’s just consider why 90% might appear good in a test but might be an 
issue for school attendance …



90% attendance means ½ day of school missed every week…



90% attendance at the end of a full school year means FOUR weeks of 
school missed.



90% attendance over your five years of secondary school basically means you will 
have not attended for the equivalent of half a school year.



Department for Education research suggests that persistent poor absence could 
result in lower GCSE results. 

That is not all though …

• Impact on friendships

• Struggle to build good relationships

• Less likely to partake in extra-curricular experiences

• Less likely to attend school trips

•Miss opportunities around personal development and careers

•More likely to struggle with post-16 study and future employment



•Are there patterns to your absence?

•Does something about school worry you?

• If you are feeling a little poorly, try to attend school and see how you go.

• If you are genuinely ill, make sure a parent / carer has called to report it.

•Attend medical appointments outside of school hours.

• If you do have to go to a medical appointment in the day attend school before 
or after it.

•Do not go on holidays or take days off for other events during term time.

Take pride in your attendance and feel pleased when it is above 97%.

If this figure is a struggle for you due to a health condition, consider each day in 
as something to be proud of. 




