Modern Languages at Formby High School
A parent ‘sneak preview’ of
Autumn Term Year 7
• At Formby High School we are aware that Modern Languages lessons may be very different to lessons you
had in your own school days. We also often have parents who ask how to help support their child
in Languages. We hope that you will find the information in this 'Autumn Term Sneak Preview' useful.
• Do not worry if your child has not done Spanish before – our Year 7 course caters for all students, from
absolute beginners to bilingual students.
• The KS3 curriculum still contains lots of essential listening, reading and writing skills but also more cultural
awareness, speaking activities, general knowledge and participation. The GCSE courses will also be
changing to adapt to this new approach in the future.
• Take a look at the examples on the next slides of some snapshots of what students will be doing in the first
half term of Year 7.

Culture and General Knowledge

Word patterns and Connections
What do the prefixes/ suffixes on the map
mean?

Answer:
They are surname prefixes or suffixes that
mean ‘son of’ in different languages.
These names are called patronyms.

Interpreting graphs and Infographics
Look at the map codes.
Which Spanish surnames are the
most popular?

Pronunciation
Once you have learnt the sounds of Spanish you can pronounce ANY Spanish word!

In Spain the letter ‘v’ is pronounced
as a ‘b’, so the word holidays
‘vacaciones’ is said more like
[bacaciones].

• bajo - short (height)
• bueno – good

• bien – well
• vaca – cow
• vivo - I live

• verde – green
• televisión - television

Communication – Feelings and Opinions

Asking for and giving information.
Do you know who each person/ character is?
Note – apellido is asking for surname

These ones are the same but more formal:

1. ¿Cómo te llamas?
Me llamo….

4. ¿Cómo se llama usted?
Me llamo….

2. ¿Cuál es tu nombre?
Mi nombre es…..

5. ¿Cuál es su nombre?
Mi nombre es…..

3. ¿Cuál es tu apellido?
Mi apellido
a…………….
es….
es….

6. ¿Cuál es su apellido?
Mi apellido es….

Sentence builders are used to support students.

Knowledge Organisers are provided to support students

We encourage communication, participation, public
speaking and memory skills

We provide regular challenge opportunities.

Students enjoy the clips from tv shows and films we use

Top 10 Tips for Languages (no Spanish required!):
1.

Give positive messages about your child's possible future travel and work opportunities.

2.

Ask your child what their aims are – would they like to be fluent or functional (be able to order food on holiday, greet Spanish
customers in work) and encourage them to achieve their goal.

3.

Ask your child to read aloud and praise their Spanish pronunciation.

4.

Test your child on vocabulary from their Knowledge Organiser (some of our successful A Level students do this with parents while
walking the dog!).

5.

Ask them to teach you or a younger sibling some key words at home.

6.

If you speak another language at home, such as Polish, Italian, Turkish or Urdu, encourage your child to be involved and practise where
they can.

7.

Try out some recipes from Spanish-speaking countries!

8.

We will learn about countries and cultures - encourage a global perspective, empathy and cultural awareness.

9.

Remind your child that languages make more effective listeners and communicators (both in Spanish and in English!) and that learning a
language improves the way your brain works with benefits such as problem solving and decision making.

10.

‘Sneak preview’ - Go through these slides with your child and they may feel more confident with the answers when these topics come
up in September.

Use the Primary Padlet link below to help engage your child with Spanish.
Looking forward to September!
https://padlet.com/formbyhighml/TransitionYear6

Formby High School Modern Languages Department

I am proud of my book
because I have come a
long way in Spanish.

I like my Spanish class because
the teacher is very nice and
helpful.

I enjoyed learning
the alphabet and I
can now spell my
name in Spanish.

I like my Spanish group
because everyone is
enthusiastic and keen to
learn.

I know a lot more Spanish
than I previously knew.
My favourite activity
is the number game.

I am proud that I can
count to 30 in Spanish.

I am proud of my work
because I haven’t really
done Spanish before.

I now know
more about
Spanish
geography.

I know lots
about Spanish
culture.

I am proud of
my book
because I have
worked very
hard on it.

I enjoy
learning
about
Spanish
traditions.

