
                            
                                                                              

 

 
 

 

I wanted to include a brief message in this newsletter to wish all those students who will soon be embarking 

upon their external examinations the very best of luck from all the staff.  Students have worked incredibly 

hard and we are confident that they will do themselves proud.  Good luck too to Years 7, 8 and 9 who will 

be sitting end of year assessments over the coming weeks.  I am very proud of the way our students embrace 

the challenges and expectations they face in school with such maturity and determination.  Yesterday, we 

conducted a lockdown and fire drill across school and the way they responded and behaved was remarkable 

– so much so that many of the external visitors on site at the time made a point of letting us know how 

impressed they were.  With such a great attitude, respect and ability to look out for each other, the future is 

very bright for you all. 

Mr Mackenzie 

…Through a Vet’s Eyes  
Many of you may recall that we invited Dr Sean Wensley, former FHS student and now 

an incredibly successful veterinarian, back to join us as our Guest Speaker at 

Presentation Evening in 2016.  At the time, Senior Vice President of the British 

Veterinarian Association, Sean delivered a really passionate speech to the audience 

about his field and his educational journey.  We are absolutely delighted to hear that 

Sean has written a book, published last month, which is set in and around Formby, 

particularly along the coast.  Through A Vet's Eyes – How We Can All Choose a Better 

Life for Animals is aimed at a non-specialist audience and is about our relationships 

with animals, how they feel from the animals' perspective and how we can improve 

them.  We hope to be seeing Sean in school in the near future to speak with students 

about his book and career so far. If you would like to read his book, find out more here.  Sean, from all of us 

at FHS, congratulations and we hope this is the first of many – we look forward to seeing you soon! 

…Maths Challenge 

We are very proud of our Year 10 mathematicians who achieved 

certificates in the UKMT Maths Challenge.  This is no mean feat – take a 

look 

at just 

one of 

the 25 

questions they had to complete in one 

hour!   Well done to all involved!  
 

… Foodie Fundraising Fun  

oday we enjoyed our non-uniform fundraising day at FHS in support of our Food and Nutrition facilities at 

FHS.  In order to strengthen our application for grant funding to redevelop the facilities in this increasingly 

popular subject area, the school had to demonstrate its own efforts in raising funds for the project.  Our cake 

sales are always a massive source of fundraising and today was no disappointment.  Thank you to all the 

bakers who brought in some delicious treats to support this cause and we will keep you updated on our 

totaliser when the elves have counted up the coins! 
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https://www.octopusbooks.co.uk/titles/sean-wensley/through-a-vet%e2%80%99s-eyes/9781856754743/


…Library Corner 
This week in Library Corner, we are focusing on our football fans.  New to the library, 

we have a set of Football Heroes.  Pop up to the library to read about skilful players, 

both home and away, from the playground to the pitch; find out all there is to know 

about your favourite player.  Students in Year 7 / 8 can then test their knowledge by 

completing their on line Accelerated Reader Book Quiz – see Mrs Ambrose for more 

details. 

… DofE Award Back on Tracks 
We are delighted to see our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme back on track after the 

disruption of the past couple of years.  In the Gold Award, 15 of our Year 12 students 

just completed their practice expedition in Yorkshire, after a cold and windy first night 

and the initial shock of walking eight hours each day!  In the Bronze Award, 70 Year 9 

students completed their practice expedition in Wrightington, arriving with rucksacks 

varying in weight from 12kg to 24kg (hopefully some will pack more efficiently for their 

qualifier!).  Students showed great resilience and approached the walking element of the weekend with a 

positive attitude, despite some groups finding themselves a little off track.  Our partners in delivering the 

DofE programme, YCP, were very impressed with the attitude and behaviour of our students and Mr Nixon 

would like to wish them all the best of luck with their upcoming qualifying expeditions. 

…Japanese Cherry Tree Project 
Well done to everyone who took part in the Japanese Cherry Blossom Tree 

competition. The winner was Arwen H (Year 7) with her cake design and runners-

up were Sophia C (Year 7), Alexander G and Molly W (Year 9). The Languages 

Department were impressed by the variety of entries – from paintings to cakes to 

game boards all inspired by the cherry tree and our 'Pokerisu' squirrel character. 

The Japanese cherry blossom tree donated to us is thriving with lots of new growth 

and we hope to see some cherry blossom next year!  Polyglots Club restarts Monday 

9 May in C18 for anyone who wants to learn some Japanese with help from Jasmine in Year 7. 

…Attendance Matters 
At Formby High School attendance and punctuality continue to play a vital role in our post-pandemic 

recovery plan.  Currently, our attendance to date is 90.7% and we are continuing to track above the national 

average.  To support our continued drive on improving and maintaining good attendance, Mrs Hesk recently 

took up post as our Attendance Offcier and will be working with students and families across all year groups.  

Since January we have placed a significant focus on students’ punctuality; more recently we have returned 

to our previous policy which will see Years 7, 8 and 11 issued with behaviour points and Years 9 and 10 issued 

with a detention if they arrive after 8:55am without a reason. 

…A Final Message 
We are approaching a season of finals – the men’s and women’s FA Cup finals at 

Wembley this weeked and, far more importantly, the Year 10 Boys’ English Schools 

FA Cup final at West Bromwich Albion stadium on Tuesday 24 May.  You have had 

the most incredible journey this season and have shown resilience and teamwork at 

its best – we are all behind you and wish you GOOD LUCK on Tuesday 24 May. 

 

 
 

 

 

   
 

 

 Summer examinations series begins – 16 May  DofE Bronze qualifying expedition – 21/22 May 

 Y7-9 end of year assessments begin – 16 May  Y10 ESFA Cup Final – 24 May 

 Y12 Subject consultation evening – 19 May   
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