
KEY STAGE THREE CURRICULUM MAP  2021                  SUBJECT: Religious and Values Education 

Please note that we have adopted a new Locally Agreed Syllabus in September 2021 in line with the Sefton Standing Advisory Council on Religious 

Education (SACRE), which is the body which determines the content of Religious Education across the Local Authority.  As a consequence, our 

Year 8 curriculum this year is a continuation of our previous syllabus, whereas our Year 7 curriculum reflects the new one.  This explains any 

apparent overlap in content between the two. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Christianity Christianity Sikhi 
Non-religious world 
views 

Moral authority Buddhism 
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 The composition of 
the Bible 

 Christian beliefs 
about the nature of 
God, including a 
focus on the Trinity  

 The impact of 
these beliefs on 
Christians today 

 

 Beliefs about the 
Incarnation 

 The ‘I am’ 
statements and the 
miracles of Jesus 
and what they tell 
Christians about 
him 

 The impact of 
these beliefs on 
Christians today 

 
 

 Sikh beliefs about 
God 

 Leadership 
including that of 
Guru Nanak and 
the Guru Granth 
Sahib 

 Sikh teachings 
about duty, 
commitment, 
service and 
equality. 

 The influence of 
Sikh teachings and 
beliefs on Sikhs 
living in Britain 
today 

 The range of 
beliefs and 
attitudes 
encompassed by 
the terms ‘atheist’ 
and ‘agnostic’  

 Sources of 
authority for non-
religious people 

 Ways in which non-
religious people 
put their beliefs 
into action, in 
particular Humanist 
principles and 
practices 

 

 Religious and non-
religious sources of 
moral authority 

 How these affect 
the lives of 
individuals 

 Key Buddhist 
teachings, 
including their 
origins with the 
Buddha 

 Variety within 
Buddhist traditions 

 The impact of 
Buddhist beliefs 
and teachings on 
Buddhists today 
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Methods and processes are developed and used in all units.  Year 7 expectations are outlined below: 
 

Students will learn how to In Year 7 we expect students to 

Use subject specific vocabulary accurately in context. Understand the meaning of topic specific key terms and sometimes use them 
unprompted in oral and written answers. 

Express knowledge, understanding and opinions orally with 
clarity and precision. 

With prompting if necessary, give full sentence verbal responses which make the 
meaning clear. 

Express knowledge, understanding and opinions in writing 
with clarity and precision. 

Write accurate, full sentence responses with support e.g. writing frames, sentence 
starters. 

Draw together knowledge from different topics and wider 
learning, including the identification of common themes, 
similarities and differences.  
 

Identify basic links with different topics and wider learning when prompted by 
specific questioning. 
e.g. find a link/similarity/ difference between the teachings of Guru Nanak and 
Jesus. 

Analyse a range of textual and other sources including an 
understanding of the role of metaphor and symbolism in 
expressing abstract concepts. 

With extensive support through modelling and questioning, suggest meaning for 
some key sources including scriptural passages, religious symbols, non-religious 
text and statistics. 

Apply religious teachings and philosophical concepts to 
real-life contemporary issues. 
 

When questioned directly, make links between religious teachings and non-
religious world views and people’s attitudes and behaviour.e.g. how do Sikhs 
show that Guru Nanak’s teaching about service is important to them? 

Create and sustain evidence-based lines of argument  
 

Give simple reasons to support views and opinions and with support, develop 
them in more detail with further evidence or explanation. 

Evaluate arguments, including the use of counter-argument 
and the construction of a justified conclusion. 

With prompting, show awareness of reasons for different points of view. 
e.g. Why might someone disagree with this view?  

Work both independently and in collaboration with others.  
 

Complete short, appropriately differentiated independent tasks after modelling 
and questioning.  
With guidance, participate in tightly focused paired and group work showing the 
ability to listen and respond to the ideas of others. 

Show respect for views, opinions, attitudes and beliefs 
which are not their own, including how to respectfully 
disagree. 

This is developed throughout.   Initially, students reflect on what is important to 
them and how they value it and are encouraged to extend that appreciation to 
how others feel about their beliefs, lifestyles and behaviours.  Teachers model 
respectful disagreement and challenge disrespect when it emerges.  As students 
get older, we expect and see a growing ability to express disagreement 
respectfully using reasoned argument and showing sensitivity towards the views of 
others. 

 

A
S

S
E

S
S
M

E
N

T
  

o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

ie
s 

Baseline assessment  Deep marked task 
Cumulative knowledge 
quiz and deep marked 
written task 

Deep marked task 

Cumulative end of year 
assessment including 
knowledge quiz and 
extended writing task. 

Deep marked task 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
Christian beliefs and 

teachings 

Christian beliefs and 
teachings/Christian 

practices 

Christian Practices/ 
Islam 

Islam Philosophy Philosophy 
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 How the Bible was 
written 

 The life and 
teaching of Jesus, 
including miracles, 
parables, the 
crucifixion and the 
resurrection 

 The impact of 
Jesus’ life and 
teachings on 
Christians today 

 Pentecost 

 The development 
of denominations 
within Christianity 

  

 Key Christian 
practices including 
Baptism and 
Pilgrimage 

 Christian teaching 
in action:  
Forgiveness 

 The founding of 
Islam 

 The Qur’an 

  

 Denominations 
within Islam (Sunni 
and Shi’a)  

 How key Islamic 
beliefs are 
expressed and 
reflected in the 
lives of Muslims 
today, including 

 The Five Pillars of 
Islam 

 Rites of Passage 

 The effect of suffering on faith, via a study of 
the Holocaust 

 Beliefs about life after death including 
Christian and Hindu beliefs 
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Methods and processes are developed and used in all units of work.  Year 8 expectations are outlined below: 
 

Students will learn how to In Year 8 we expect students to 

Use subject specific vocabulary accurately in context. Know and use topic-specific key terms unprompted in oral and written answers and 
sometimes use more general religious terminology appropriately. 

Express knowledge, understanding and opinions orally 
with clarity and precision. 

Routinely and without prompting, give full sentence verbal responses, with prompting 
developing ideas with further explanation. 

Express knowledge, understanding and opinions in 
writing with clarity and precision. 

Write accurate full sentence responses and develop them in more detail with support. 

Draw together knowledge from different topics and 
wider learning, including the identification of common 
themes, similarities and differences.  
 

Identify basic links with different topics and wider learning and, with or without 
prompting, identify more general links, similarities and differences between religions and 
world views, e.g. the value of human life, or respect for holy books. 

Analyse a range of textual and other sources including 
an understanding of the role of metaphor and 
symbolism in expressing abstract concepts. 

With some support through modelling and questioning, suggest meaning for some key 
sources including scriptural passages, religious symbols, non-religious text and statistics. 

Apply religious teachings and philosophical concepts to 
real-life contemporary issues. 
 

With some guidance, identify ways in which particular religious teachings and non-
religious world views influence people’s attitudes and behaviours.   

Create and sustain evidence-based lines of argument  
 

With support, give reasons to support views and opinions which contain some 
development including evidence and explanation which draws on their learning. 

Evaluate arguments, including the use of counter-
argument and the construction of a justified conclusion. 
 

Explain reasons for and against a viewpoint and reach a simple conclusion which explains 
their own opinion. 



Work both independently and in collaboration with 
others.  
 

Complete appropriately differentiated independent tasks of increasing length, after 
modelling and questioning where appropriate.  Begin to develop and use simple 
strategies to overcome difficulties within a task. 
With guidance, participate in paired and group work which may be focused on more 
than one discussion point, managing time effectively and listening and responding to the 
ideas of others.   

Show respect for views, opinions, attitudes and beliefs 
which are not their own, including how to respectfully 
disagree. 

This is developed throughout.   Initially, students reflect on what is important to them 
and how they value it and are encouraged to extend that appreciation to how others feel 
about their beliefs, lifestyles and behaviours.  Teachers model respectful disagreement 
and challenge disrespect when it emerges.  As students get older, we expect and see a 
growing ability to express disagreement respectfully using reasoned argument and 
showing sensitivity towards the views of others. 
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Deep marked task 

Topic based 
assessment including 
short answers and 
extended writing 

Topic based 
assessment including 
short answers and 
extended writing 

Questioning/quizzes in 
lessons and book 
check 

End of year cumulative 
assessment including 
knowledge quiz and 
extended writing 

Deep marked task 

 

 


