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Dear Parent 
 
As we approach the end of our first full week of the Spring term, I would like to provide 
some important updates. 
 
Covid-19 Update 

I would like to extend my thanks to everyone for their support with the return to school 
testing last week.  The programme did as it was intended by picking up a number of 
asymptomatic cases who will soon be completing their self-isolation and returning to 
school.   
 
Please note the latest key changes to government guidance around testing and self-
isolation requirements: 
 
Testing 
From 11 January the government has temporarily suspended the requirement for a 
positive result from a lateral flow) test to be followed-up by a confirmatory PCR test.  I 
ask that all students continue to test routinely two times per week (for example, on 
Monday and Wednesday evenings).  It is very important that you report the result of 
each test to both the NHS and FHS.  If your child tests positive, he/she should self-
isolate immediately (please see updated self-isolation guidance below).  PCR tests must 
still be booked if your child has symptoms (in which case they need to follow the stay 
at home guidance, self-isolate and order a PCR test) or if he/she has been advised to 
take a PCR test by a medical practitioner. 
 
Self-Isolation 
If your son/daughter tests positive, his/her self-isolation period includes the day the 
symptoms started (or the day he/she had the test, if no symptoms) and the next 10 full 
days.  However, since 22 December 2021 if they test negative on day 6 and day 7 (24 
hours apart) of their self-isolation period they will no longer have to self-isolate for the 
full 10 days and may return to school on day 7.  Therefore, students who are self-
isolating should test early in the day so they are able to attend school for a full day on 
day 7.  If a positive result is returned on day 6, the same process should be followed on 
day 7 and day 8, etc. 

 
Parent Governors 

The voting deadline for the Parent Governor election was 22 December 2021 and I am 
very pleased to announce that Ms Gillian Bainbridge and Miss Louise Roberts have 
been successfully elected as Parent Governors for a four-year term of office.  We look 
forward to working with them and the skills and experience they bring to the Governing 
Body. 
 

 

file://///FHS-FS04/lf$/2.%20%20to%20upload%20to%20one%20drive/DMA%20letters/gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/r/RtMiGJkSF3
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Punctuality 

As one of our priorities for this term is to ensure students ‘never miss a beat’, we are focusing on punctuality 
to school and to lessons.  The Climate for Learning Leaders and pastoral staff will be present at the gate 
each morning so they can monitor punctuality concerns and speak to those students who are arriving late 
to school.  As part of this initiative, the Long Lane entrance gate will be locked at 8:55am, meaning that any 
students arriving late will have to enter school using the Freshfield Road entrance. 
 
Mobile Phones 

The school operates a ‘gate to gate’ mobile phone policy which means they should be switched off when 
students arrive in school each morning and should remain out of sight throughout the school day.  They 
may be switched on when students leave the campus at the end of each day.  This approach is to ensure 
students are not distracted by their phone in school and they have the opportunity to switch off from their 
screen.  We are routinely checking that mobile phones are switched off when students arrive in the morning 
and during the school day as we believe it contributes to a healthier learning environment. 
 
I trust the information outlined in this letter is helpful and I thank you for your ongoing support in ensuring 
that your child attends school, if he /she is able to do so.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
 


