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WORLD WAR I KEY QUESTIONS:

TEACHING WILL BE BASED ON THESE ENQUIRY QUESTIONS. EXPECTED KNOWLEDGE WILL 
ALLOW STUDENTS TO ANSWER IN DETAIL, PROVIDING SUPPORTING FACTUAL EVIDENCE AND 

UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS OF HISTORICAL EVENTS.

1. HOW DID TWO BULLETS CAUSE 20 MILLION DEATHS?

2. DID THE LADS KNOW WHAT THEY WERE GETTING INTO?

3. ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT?

4. WAS HAIG THE BUTCHER OF THE SOMME?

5. WHAT WAS FORMBY LIKE DURING WWI?

6. WHO WERE THE FORGOTTEN ARMIES OF WORLD WAR I?

7. HOW DID WORLD WAR I COME TO AN END?

9.2 Causes of WWII GCSE Crime & Punishment



Chronology

Using evidence

Interpretation

Cause & consequence

HISTORY SKILLS
Attainment is heavily dependent upon knowledge & understanding and teacher should always take 

this into account first when assessing students. 
The following skills are also integral the study of History & must also be assessed.

Significance

Change & continuity



9.1 WORLD WAR ONE: HOW DID TWO BULLETS CAUSE 20 MILLION DEATHS? 

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophia of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo was the spark that 
led to the outbreak of World War I. However, there were other longer term causes of war which also need to be understood.

TIMELINE:

• 1861 Italy became a single, unified country – an indication of growing 
nationalism. 

• 1870 Franco-Prussian War led to victory for Prussia over France, and 
to the unification of Germany.  

• 1882 The beginning of the alliance system. Germany, Austria-
Hungary and Italy signed the Triple Alliance.  

• 1880s The Scramble for Africa saw European countries add African 
countries to their empires, causing increased tension.

• 1906 Anglo-German naval race begins with German attempts to 
compete with British sea power. 

• 1907 Britain, France and Russia signed the Triple Entente 

• 1908 Austria-Hungary took over Bosnia. This angered Serbia who 
wanted Bosnia and they allied with Russia. Many Bosnians would 
prefer to be part of Serbia.

• 1911 Moroccan Crisis. Germany and France almost come to war 
over Morocco.

• 1914 Assassination of Franz Ferdinand leads to July Crisis and 
outbreak of war.

What were the MAIN causes of WWI?

Militarism

Militarism led to an increasing faith in 
war as a way of solving disputes between 
countries.

It also meant that countries were building 
up more and more weapons – such as 
the
Naval arms race between Britain and 
Germany. This also caused increased 
tension between countries.

Alliances

The signing of alliances was meant to 
prevent war, but actually made it more 
likely that when conflict broke out, it 
would involve more countries. 

By the time World War I began, there 
were two large armed camps in Europe. 
The July Crisis in 1914 saw this
alliance system in operation.

Imperialism

European countries all wanted to build 
bigger empires – particularly Germany 
who felt left behind.

The Scramble for Africa caused increased 
tension between countries, such as the 
Moroccan Crisis.

Nationalism

The growth of nationalism – the desire of 
people to live in countries based on 
language and customs rather than in 
empires began in the nineteenth century.

This and the growing pride and wish to 
show that their country was the 
best and most powerful led to 
more tensions between countries.

Each of these factors combined to make a war more likely by 1914. However, 
it needed a trigger to turn these tensions into conflict.



9.1 WORLD WAR ONE: HOW DID TWO BULLETS CAUSE 20 MILLION DEATHS? 

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary  was the spark that led to the outbreak of World War I. 
In the period between his death on 28 June 1914 and early August the major countries of Europe became involved.

TIMELINE:

• 28 June 1914 Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne 
of Austria-Hungary and his wife Sophia 
assassinated by Bosnian Serb Black Hand Gang. 

• 29 July 1914 Austria-Hungary blame Serbia for the 
assassination and declare war. Russia prepares for 
war to defend their ally.

• 1 Aug 1914 Germany declare war on Russia, to 
support its ally Austria-Hungary.

• 3 Aug 1914 Germany declare war on Russia’s ally 
France.

• 4 Aug 1914 Germany puts the Schlieffen Plan 
into operation and invades Belgium, leading to 
Britain declaring war on Germany.

Archduke Franz Ferdinand was heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. This empire was 
made of many different national groups – many of whom wanted independence by the 
early Twentieth Century. He and his wife were visiting Sarajevo on 28th June 1914.

Sarajevo was the capital of Bosnia, which had only been taken over by Austria-Hungary 
in 1911. Many Bosnians wanted to belong to Serbia instead. Among them was a group
of young men who called themselves the Black Hand. They were trained and supplied 
by Serbia and decided to kill Franz Ferdinand.

The gang line the route being taken by Franz Ferdinand and his entourage. One of 
them, Cabrinovic, throws a bomb which bounces off the Archduke’s car and explodes 
under the car behind. The rest of the gang all fail to act.

The Archduke demands to be taken to hospital to visit the wounded. On the way, the
driver takes a wrong turn and pulls up along one of the gang, Gavrilo Princip. He fires
twice, killing both Franz Ferdinand and his wife, who was pregnant. Princip was arrested 
and the rest of the gang were rounded up.

Princip and Cabrinovic were too young to be sentenced to death and were sent to 
prison instead. Both died of tuberculosis before the war that they had helped to 
begin had ended.

The assassination of Franz Ferdinand led to a crisis which culminated in the outbreak of World War I. This might not have happened without the other factors
which had already led to the threat of war. The alliance system meant that a conflict between Austria-Hungary and Serbia became a European, and then a
World, War.



9.1 WORLD WAR I: DID THE LADS KNOW WHAT THEY WERE GETTING INTO?

When war broke out 1914, it was apparent that Britain’s army was not large enough. Although it had a large navy, as an 
island with an empire, Britain had never needed such a large army before. Lord Kitchener led the campaign for volunteers.

By the end of 1914, over one million had volunteered to serve in the armed forces. Voluntary recruitment came to an end in 1916 when conscription was introduced for the 
first time. What influenced so many volunteers?

The poster campaign was one of the biggest reasons for so many men
volunteering in 1914. 54 million posters were produced in a variety of
designs. The most famous image showed Lord Kitchener, the Minister of 
War, and was actually the front page of a magazine.

Many men were recruited at public meetings and at sporting events. 
Propaganda was spread about atrocities committed by the Germans
during the invasion of Belgium, often exaggerated or invented. Stories 
were told of German soldiers bayoneting babies.

Many of the posters were based on patriotism – the love of one’s 
country. Many of them emphasised the need for fight for king and 
country and included the Union Flag. Many people believed that Britain

was the best country and wanted to fight for it.

Many young working men would not have travelled very far from their
homes and would never have been abroad. The opportunity for 
travel and adventure was another factor which influenced recruitment.

The rate of pay (usually about 1 shilling a day for privates) will have
attracted men who were unemployed or in very poorly paid jobs.

Many young were pressured into joining up. One common method was  
that a woman would hand a white feather, a symbol of cowardice, to any     

man who was not in uniform. The embarrassment made many men enlist.

Pals’ Battalions were formed to allow men from the same area or work
place to join up and fight together. One of the first to be formed was in
Liverpool. Towns like Accrington were hit very hard when the Pals went  
into battle.

Some of the propaganda and posters focused on women and children.
The prospect of a German invasion scared men who wanted to 
protect their families from the horrors that they believed were being

suffered by Belgian civilians.

Although only recruits of nineteen and over could serve abroad, it has been estimated that about 250,000 underage soldiers joined up, many of whom fought and 
died. Recruits only had to give their name and date of birth to be accepted. No proof was necessarily required. 



9.1 WORLD WAR I:DID THE LADS KNOW WHAT THEY WERE GETTING INTO?

After the early clashes between the Allies and Germans in Belgium and France ended inconclusively, both sides began to dig
into the ground for protection. The trench system grew more elaborate as the war went on. How hard was life for soldiers in the trenches?

Conditions in the trenches were very difficult. Soldiers were not always in front
line trenches, directly facing the enemy. But when they were, they had to be
alert for attacks, gas and shelling.

They also faced great hardships. The trenches were often waterlogged and
constant immersion in water led to many soldiers suffering from trench foot,
which could lead to amputation.

Rats infested the trenches, living of scraps of food lying around and the dead
soldiers in No Man’s Land, between the front lines. Poor hygiene saw many
men fall ill with trench fever.

Soldiers bodies and uniforms were not washed regularly, and this led to lice,
which were very irritating and caused a great deal of itchiness.

Food was often tinned, with bully beef being very common.

Problems facing soldiers 
in the trenches



AGREE:

The bombardment failed. Germans 
were dug into concrete bunkers. Many shells 

failed to explode and they did not destroy the 
barbed wire in front of the trenches as expected.

British soldiers were ordered to cross No Mans Land 
at walking pace. They were slaughtered by German 
machine guns. 1st July 1916 is the worst day in 
British military history.

Despite this failure, attacks continued to be made 
for months. By the time the battle had ended, 
Britain suffered 420,000 casualties and France 
200,000, for a total of 7 miles gained.

Many of the casualties were from Pals’ 
Battalions  - some towns lost large numbers 
of young men in a matter of days.

The commanders – such as Haig have often 
been criticised as donkeys – stubborn and 
unwilling to change.

DISAGREE:

Although the attack did not bring the war 
to a close, it did help the French to survive at 

Verdun by drawing away German soldiers from that 
area.

The Germans were very badly harmed by the battle, 
losing 600,000 troops, who were replaced with 
inexperienced conscripts.

The British army gained valuable experience and 
became more effective during the remainder of the 
war. 

New tactics such as the tank, aerial reconnaissance 
and the creeping barrage were used.
The tanks were not successful were used well later in 
the war. Creeping barrage allowed the soldiers to 
advance while being protected by artillery 
bombardment, unlike on 1st July.

There was no other way to attack other than frontal 
assaults. The defenders always had the advantage 
and heavy casualties were inevitable.

9.1 WORLD WAR I: WAS HAIG THE BUTCHER OF THE SOMME? 
The Battle of the Somme was a joint British and French attack on German lines near the River Somme in Northern France. The battle
lasted from 1st July 1916 until November. The tactics used by British commanders like Field Marshall Haig have been debated ever since.

TIMELINE:

• February 1916 Battle of Verdun began – a 
German attack on French lines which threatened 
to force France to surrender.

• 24 June 1916 A bombardment of German lines 
began which was meant to totally destroy them 
prior to the attack.

• 1st July 1916 7.20am a series of large mines 
were detonated. Ten minutes later the first 
attacks began. There were 57,000 British 
casualties that day, of whom 19,240 were killed.

• September 1916 Tanks were used on the 
battlefield for the first time by the British

• 18th November The battle ground to a halt in 
muddy conditions. The British had advanced a 
maximum of 7 miles in 141 days of battle

Was the Battle of the Somme a military disaster for the British?

Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig (1861 – 1928) 
was commander of the British forces during 
World War I  and was ultimately responsible 
for tactics.



9.1 WORLD WAR I: HOW DID FORMBY HELP TO FIGHT WORLD WAR ONE? 

The Home Front refers to the impact that the war had on civilians. There were many changes to ordinary people’s lives. Formby was 
no different to any other part of Britain in that many local men sacrificed their lives for the cause.

TIMELINE:

• Aug 1914 Defence of the Realm Act gave government many 
special powers. 500,000 volunteers join up.

• Sep 1914 Suffragettes abandon their campaign to help the 
war effort.

• Dec 1914 Scarborough shelled from the sea, killing 119 
civilians.

• Feb 1915 German U-boat blockade of Britain begins.

• May 1915 Zeppelin airships bomb London suburbs

• Dec 1915 Government organises for women to replace men 
in the workplace

• Jan 1916 Conscription introduced for single men aged 18-
40. Extended to married men in May

• Nov 1917 Voluntary rationing introduced

• Feb 1918 Compulsory rationing introduced.

• Dec 1918 Women allowed to vote for the first time

How did World War I affect daily life?

Civilians were targeted for  
the first time. Coastal towns

were bombarded from the sea.
Zeppelin airships were used to drop
bombs. Hundreds of civilians were
killed during World War I.

Germany tried to starve 
Britain into surrender by sinking   

supply ships crossing the Atlantic, 
using U boats. More food was grown, 
voluntary and eventually compulsory rationing 
were introduced.

Women played a crucial 
role during the war. As more 

men joined up, there were gaps in 
the workplace to be filled. Many women 
worked in factories making munitions. 
This was a dangerous job, with 
explosions and chemical poisoning. They 
were nicknamed canaries as their faces 
and hair were died yellow.

The government was worried about
the impact of alcohol on the workers.

The hours that pubs were allowed to 
open was limited, the strength of beer was 
lowered and it made illegal to buy rounds 
of drinks for friends. Pubs were previously 
allowed to open early in the morning but 
now could only do so at 11am. This 
continued after the war.

Professional sport was not 
immediately stopped when war 

broke out. Football continued for
a full season (Everton were league 
champions in 1914-15).  However, most 
sports did then end and many 
Professional sportsmen joined the army.

The government decided to 
introduce British Summer Time to

allow for more light in the evenings 
to help factories which were producing 
war materials. This was so successful that 
it was maintained after the end of the 
war.

Formby war memorial holds the names 120 local men who died during the First World War 



9.1 WORLD WAR I: WHO WERE THE ‘FORGOTTEN ARMIES’ OF WORLD WAR I? 

Britain's colonies sent over two and a half million
men to fight for Britain during the war. India sent
the most soldiers. At that time, India included
both Pakistan and Bangladesh. Colonies as far away
as Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa and Rhodesia (which is now Zimbabwe) also
sent thousands of soldiers. That meant that Britain
had soldiers from five different continents:

Europe, North America, Australasia, Asia and Africa.

Numbers of serving soldiers in WWI:

Britain: 5,000,000 (including Ireland)
India: 1,440,437
Canada: 628,964
Australia: 412,953
South Africa: 136,070
New Zealand: 128,825
Other colonies: 134,837

Even though most of the fighting happened in Europe,
it's clear to see the impact of the war on people all
over the world.

In most of the nations who 
engaged in the conflict, the role 
played by the four million non-

white non-Europeans who 
fought and laboured on the 
western front – and in other 

theatres of the war in Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia – has been 

airbrushed from popular 
memory.

The role of troops from the British Empire, particularly those who were not white, has often been overlooked. Soldiers from all over 
the world sacrificed their lives to defend Britain.



9.1 WORLD WAR I: HOW DID THE WAR COME TO AN END? 

An armistice was arranged for 11am on the 11th November 1918, with the Germans defeated. How were four years 
of stalemate broken? 

TIMELINE:

• Jan 1917 Zimmermann Telegram decoded. It called upon Mexico to 
declare war on the USA and join with Germany

• Apr 1917 US President Woodrow Wilson declares war on Germany.

• Jan 1918 Wilson issues his 14 Points on which he believes that future 
peace should be based.

• Mar 1918 The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed to complete Russia’s 
surrender and withdrawal from the war. Germany launches its Spring 
Offensive on 21 March to complete victory before American troops 
arrived.

• Jul 1918 Germany’s attack had failed to bring a decisive victory and 
now the Allies began to counter-attack.

• Oct 1918 German navy ordered out to sea and mutinies took place at 
Kiel instead.

• 10 Nov 1918 Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany abdicates

• Mar 1917 Russian Revolution sees removal of Tsar as ruler.

• 11 Nov 1918 Ceasefire begins at 11am

Casualties:

Germany 1.8m France 1.4m Austria-Hungary 1.2m

Britain 950,000 Italy 460,000 United States 115,000Turkey 325,000

Russia 1.7m

A world weakened by war was further devastated by the so-
called ‘Spanish Flu’, which actually began in the USA and was 
then spread to Europe by soldiers.

There were an estimated 25 – 50 million deaths worldwide.



alliances Agreement to support in times of war no-mans’ land Area between front lines of trenches.

armistice Ceasefire, prior to peace treaty ending war Pals’ Battalions Units based on locality or workplace.

artillery Large scale guns with long range, firing shells patriotism Strong love on one’s country.

conscription Legal requirement to join armed forces propaganda Government attempt to influence thinking.

creeping barrage Method of supporting soldiers with artillery fire rationing Sharing out rare items, e.g. food.

duckboards Used as walkways to keep water out of trenches. regiment Unit of the army, often regional.

dugouts Sleeping spaces cut out of the back of trenches. Schlieffen Plan German plan to attack France through Belgium.

imperialism Gaining control of other areas to build empires. shells Explosive fired from artillery guns.

kaiser German emperor, resigned in 1918. trench foot Condition caused by immersion in water.

militarism Belief in war to solve international disputes. tsar Emperor of Russia. Overthrown and killed.

mutiny Uprising against commanders, especially navy zeppelins German airships used for bombing during WWI.

nationalism Desire for independence, belief in superiority
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