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THE INVADERS KEY QUESTIONS:

TEACHING WILL BE BASED ON THESE ENQUIRY QUESTIONS. EXPECTED KNOWLEDGE WILL 
ALLOW STUDENTS TO ANSWER IN DETAIL, PROVIDING SUPPORTING FACTUAL EVIDENCE AND 

UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS OF HISTORICAL EVENTS.

1. HOW ROMAN WERE THE ROMANS?

2. WHY DID THE ROMANS INVADE BRITAIN?

3. WHAT DID THE ROMANS DO FOR US?

4. WHAT DID THE ANGLO-SAXONS DO FOR US?

5. WHY WAS KING ALFRED ‘GREAT’?

6. VICIOUS VIKINGS?

7. WHICH INVADERS HAD THE BIGGEST IMPACT?

Key Stage 2 – Romans, 
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings

8.2 British Empire

GCSE Crime & Punishment



Chronology

Using evidence

Interpretation

Cause & consequence

HISTORY SKILLS
Attainment is heavily dependent upon knowledge & understanding and teacher should always take 

this into account first when assessing students. 
The following skills are also integral the study of History & must also be assessed.

Significance

Change & continuity



7.1 INVADERS: HOW ROMAN WERE WERE THE ROMANS? 

• 753 BC Building of Rome begins

• 510 BC Rome becomes a republic 
with elected officials

• 202 BC Roman rule begins to spread
outside Italy following conquest

• 130 BC Rome conquers Spain & 
Greece

• 43 AD Invasion of Britain 

• 61 AD Boudicca’s revolt 

• 200 AD Rome is attacked by Barbarians 

• 410 AD Roman rule of Britain ends

• 455 AD Rome attacked and destroyed

The Romans built the greatest Empire then seen through military conquest. They were great engineers and built towns, 
roads & public health systems.  Their legacy can also been seen through the impact of the Latin language, their laws and customs.

TIMELINE:

The Roman Empire in117 AD. Areas such as Gaul, 
Hispania, Britannia, Palestine had been 

conquered and brought under Roman control

Roman Government:
The empire was controlled by the emperor, who 
was head of the senate, the army and of religion. 
The senate was a kind of parliament and it was 
supposed to be elected, although the same wealthy 
families dominated it. Each province, like Britain, 
was run by a governor. 

Roman Religion:
The Romans worshipped many different gods and 
built temples and shrines in towns and their homes. 
They also borrowed new gods from the people they 
conquered, like the goddess Isis from Egypt. Some 
emperors were declared gods too, usually after they 
died. Later they became Christians.

Roman Culture:
Public entertainment consisted of chariot racing at 
the circus, fighting at the amphitheatre and plays 
shown at the theatre.

Myths and legends:
The Romans traced their history back to the year 
753BC, and two brothers, Romulus and Remus. Legend 
has it that the brothers could not agree where to build a 
new city and consulted the birds to see which brother 
had chosen the right spot.  They were supposed to have 
been brought up by a she-wolf.

Roman Military:
The creation and defence of the empire relied
on Rome’s military strength. The Roman army
was very successful. Soldiers were all volunteers
and had to serve for 25 years. They could be sent to 
serve anywhere in the empire. They were very well 
equipped with swords, spears and shields. They were 
well trained, used good tactics, such as the defensive 
testudo (or tortoise) and were ruthless.



7.1 INVADERS: WHY DID THE ROMANS INVADE BRITAIN? 

The Roman invasion of Britain began in 43 AD and ended in 410 AD. 
There were a number of reasons that the Romans invaded Britain.

TIMELINE:

• 55 BC Julius Caesar lands in Britain with two
legions.

• 54 BC Caesar returns with five legions. Celtic tribes
agree to pay tributes to Rome.

• 43 AD Emperor Claudius sends an army to invade
Britain.

• 61 AD The Iceni queen Boudicca is defeated
following her rebellion against the Romans.

• 78 AD General Agricola conquers lands to the
north, including Eboracum (York) & Deva
(Chester).

• 122 AD Emperor Hadrian orders a wall to be built
between Roman Britain & the Picts in Caledonia.

• 128 AD Hadrian’s Wall is completed.

• 410 AD Romans leave Britain.

There were a number of reasons that 
the Romans wanted to invade Britain.

Britain was a good source of materials
that the Romans wanted. There were 
many  materials such as metals

like gold, silver, tin and lead. These 
products were valuable and could be 
used to make many other items. The 
Romans would collect taxes from  
everyone in the Empire.

The Romans could also use captured 
Britons as slaves who could carry out a 
number of roles.

The Romans could also use corn grown 
in Britain to feed their empire. Other 
products which were available included 
wool, from sheep. 

Finally, the Romans were angry that 
Britons had helped the Gauls who were 
fighting against the Roman invasion. 
The Romans want to punish the Britons 
and make sure that this could not 
happen again. They also wanted to 
enlarge their empire and Claudius 
wanted to prove himself as an 
emperor.



7.1 INVADERS: WHAT DID THE ROMANS DO FOR US? 

Although they were invaders and conquerors, taking power and ruling by force, there were many benefits of Roman rule.

Roads were built. They 
were often very 

straight and could help 
armies quickly move 
around the country. 

Some routes are still in 
use today.

Roman sanitation systems were very 
advanced. Aqueducts were built to 

bring fresh water into towns.

Water fountains were 
provided for drinking 

and cooking. Access to 
clean, fresh water was a 

huge advance.

Public baths were built 
to allow people to 

keep clean. Hygiene 
was very important to 
Romans and helped to 

combat disease.

Sewers were built 
under towns to 

remove waste and 
dirty water. The 

Romans even built 
public toilets for 

people to use which 
linked to them

All of this shows how 
great Roman 

engineering and 
architecture was. 

They were the first to 
use concrete to help 
construct buildings.

The Latin language and alphabet used 
by the Romans spread around the 

empire and helped to develop 
education and literature.

The Romans brought 
their legal system 

and laws with them. 
Their ideas about 

justice and 
government were 

very influential

The Romans 
introduced the Julian 
calendar of 12 moths 

and 365 days in a 
year. Months such as 
July and August are 

named after key 
individuals.

Roman organisation 
was so good that 

they introduced the 
first fire fighting 

service.

The Romans introduced 
a huge variety of fruit 
and vegetables, which 

had never before 
grown here. Examples 
include apples, pears, 

carrots and leeks.

They also brought 
domestic pets such 
as cats and rabbits.



7.1 INVADERS: WHAT DID THE ANGLO-SAXONS DO FOR US? 
The Anglo-Saxons arrived in Britain from Northern Europe in the fifth century after the end of Roman occupation. A 
number of different kingdoms were created, but eventually England was born. Other key changes were to language and 
religion. 

TIMELINE:

• 449 AD Thought to be the arrival of the first Anglo-
Saxons, Hengist and Horsa. Angles, Saxons and Jutes
arrived to settle after this

• 595 AD Arrival of Augustine who had been sent by the
Pope in Rome to spread Christianity throughout the
Saxon lands.

• 600 AD Different Anglo-Saxon kingdoms had been set
up, such as Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex and East
Anglia.

• 793 AD First Viking raid on Lindisfarne in Northumbria.
Anglo-Saxons will fight against Viking invaders for many
years.

• 871 AD Alfred the Great becomes King of Wessex and
succeeds in driving the Vikings out of the south.

• 927 AD Athelstan becomes the first king of all
England.

• 1066 AD Harold Godwinson, the last Saxon king of
England, is killed at the Battle of Hastings.

What does Sutton Hoo tell us about the Anglo-Saxons?

First discovered in 1939 at Sutton Hoo, the artefacts found in the two burial
sites show us the wealth and skill that existed in Anglo-Saxon England. Objects
of precious metals included finely carved helmets such as this one.

Religion

By the 660s monasteries could be found throughout
the country and the abbots and monks that maintained
them performed a number of important roles The
monasteries were the main centres of learning. Most of
the literate people in England were monks.

By the 11th century almost every village had a church
of some kind. These parish churches performed
baptisms at birth, consecrated marriages and prayed
for the dead. The church was central to people’s lives.

The church collected 10% of people’s annual earnings.
This large sum of money was used to pay priests, build
churches and, most importantly, to support the poor.

Anglo-Saxon Law and Order

There was no professional police force in Anglo-Saxon England. The 
community           were                 was responsible for law enforcement. The Hue and Cry 

meant that all members       
of a village would have to help apprehend a suspect after a crime had been

committed. There was a system of compensation called Wergild.



7.1 INVADERS: WHY WAS KING ALFRED SO ‘GREAT’? 

The best known of the Anglo-Saxon kings is Alfred the Great. He is the only British monarch to be given this nickname. 
What had he done to deserve it? 

TIMELINE:

• 847 AD Born fourth son of King Athelwulf of Wessex. 

• 871 AD  Became King of Wessex. All of his elder 
brothers had ruled before him.

• 872 AD London fell to the Vikings.

• 878 AD  Viking army led by Guthrum invaded Wessex 
and Alfred was forced into hiding. However, he was 
able to defeat the Vikings at the Battle of Edington. 
Guthrum agreed to leave Wessex and to convert to 
Christianity.   

• 886 AD Alfred retook London from the Vikings and 
accepted their control of the East of England – known 
as the Danelaw. 

• 890 AD Alfred established a permanent army and navy.   

• 899 AD Death of Alfred

Alfred’s military success against the Vikings.

Alfred’s commitment to education & his legal reforms

In order to protect his kingdom from
the Vikings, Alfred took a number of
steps. He built a network of towns
surrounded by walls called burhs
across his kingdom. The burhs were no
more than 20km apart. This meant that
if the Vikings attacked a burh, soldiers
from another burh could be quickly
sent to help fight back. Alfred also
started building ships, seeing how
important they were to the Vikings.
This helped him travel faster and raid
the Vikings when the timing was right.

Alfred also organised the armies in
Wessex so that within a few years, he
had around 27,000 soldiers. He became
so confident that he captured the
trading town of London in 886. In 890,
Alfred made a deal with Guthrum, the
leader of the Vikings. This deal was
called the Treaty of Wedmore. The two
men agreed that England would be
divided in two along an old Roman road
called Watling Street.

The Viking raids had caused serious
damage to the Church in England. As a
consequence, the Church was weaker
and fewer people were receiving an
education. Alfred decided to change
this because he believed strongly in
the importance of learning. He
translated lots of important books
about Christianity from Latin, the
language of the Church, into English.

This way his people could understand
them. He founded a school at his court
and employed lots of wise monks from
all over Europe to teach his friends and
family. Because the Church was so
happy about this, they started to write
about how great he was. Alfred
reorganised the justice system by
establishing a code of laws and a
reformed coinage.



7.1 INVADERS: VICIOUS VIKINGS? 

The Vikings or Norsemen arrived in Britain firstly as raiders and were known for their ferocity. As time passed, they began to 
settle peacefully, as farmers and skilled workers. They largely controlled the eastern half of England. 

TIMELINE:

• 793 AD First Viking raid on the monastery at Lindisfarne 

• 866 AD Vikings capture York, one of the most important 
towns in England. 

• 878 AD Attack on Wessex, the last Anglo-Saxon kingdom. 
Defeated by King Alfred at Edington. 

• 886 AD An agreement between Alfred and the Vikings gives 
them control of the eastern half of the country, known as the 
Danelaw. 

• 1013 AD King Sven of Denmark and his son Cnut arrive to 
claim the throne of England. 

• 1016 AD Cnut become King of England. His sons Harold 
Harefoot and Hardicanute both succeed him as king.

• 1066 AD Harald Hardrada claims the throne of England 
following the death of Edward the Confessor. He is killed at 
the Battle of Stamford bridge.

Invasion and Settlement

Vikings came from modern-day Denmark,
Norway and Sweden sailing on long-ships.
They initially embarked on raids, stealing
valuables like gold and jewellery and slaves,
often from monasteries. They were extremely
good warriors.

In AD 850 some Vikings stayed over the
winter on the Isle of Thanet and then they
began to settle, usually in the eastern half of
the country. This became known as the
Danelaw. Viking settlements often ended in –
by or –thorpe.

Religion

Vikings were pagan and worshipped many
gods. The Chief god was called Odin.
Another example was Thor, the God of
War. They believed in life after death and
people were buried with their possessions.

Many Vikings converted to Christianity and
pagan religions died out. The pagan
festival Yuletide became Christmas.

Living Standards

Vikings usually settled
in small villages and
lived on farms.
They were skilful workers with wood and
metals such as iron and gold engraving
abstract animal shapes.

Their alphabet was made up of 16 runes and
they told long rhyming stories called sagas
about heroic adventures.



7.1 INVADERS: WHICH INVADERS HAD THE BIGGEST IMPACT? 

Each of the three groups of invaders left behind some legacy and changed the country. Which was the most significant?

• Engineering and architecture – the Romans built towns, roads and a system of sanitation, with aqueducts, sewers, public toilets, public baths, water 
fountains.

• Culture – the spread of the Latin language helped to develop education

• Law and order – the Romans introduced their legal system and forms of government

• Social changes – the way that people lived their daily lives, for example the foods they ate, changed as a result of the Roman invasion

• Law and order – for example, the Anglo-Saxons developed systems of policing their communities

• Religion – Christianity spread throughout the country during the Anglo-Saxon period with many churches and monasteries being built.

• Unity – the Viking invasion led to the creation of a sense of Englishness, eventually leading to the different kingdoms being merged into one.

• Conflict – the Vikings were initially violent invaders who raided monasteries for plunder.  

• Settlement – later on Vikings began to settle as peaceful farmers, creating their own communities. As a result of the agreement between Alfred 
and      Guthrum,  the Danelaw was created.  Many modern-day  towns and villages were founded by Viking settlers.



amphitheatre Large open area with rows of seats sloping up legion Large unit of Roman army, numbering thousands

artefact An object remaining for a particular period. monasteries Christian community of monks and nuns

aqueduct Structure built to carry water into towns. pagan Those who worship nature, or a range of gods

barbarians Uncivilised tribes living outside of Roman empire republic A state which is not ruled by a monarch

Danelaw Area of England settled by Vikings revolt An violent uprising

empire Collection of different lands ruled by one group sagas Anglo-Saxon stories

Gauls Tribe lived in modern-day France sanitation Systems of hygiene

hue and cry Anglo-Saxon law enforcement method sewers Underground tunnels for removing waste

hypocaust Roman central heating system wergild A system of compensation paid to victims

THE INVADERS:



THE INVADERS:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhxmn39

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X7D8yz6QFg

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zfqsgk7/revision/8

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zq2m6sg

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2--ks3-vikings/zhys92p

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0QnGvl3rJo

https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/roman-britain-9a0e


