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17 November 2021 

Parents of Year 10, 11 & 13 students 

 

Dear Parent 

Re: Exam cancellation contingency arrangements 

Last week the contingency arrangements for GCSEs and A Levels for Summer 2022 were 
released.  The arrangements are essentially an outline of the plans that will come into 
effect if examinations have to be cancelled.  It must be stressed that Ofqual and the DfE 
are very much planning for examinations to go ahead and we at Formby High School are 
working on this basis as we prepare students over the course of this year.  However, all 
centres need to take into consideration the contingency arrangements and this is a brief 
outline of our short term plans in that respect. 
 
Parents of students in Year 11 and Year 10, should be aware that the forthcoming Pre-
Public Examinations (PPEs) may be used as part of the evidence base in the event of 
examinations being cancelled and schools having to generate Teacher Assessed Grades 
(TAGs).  The late publication of the contingency arrangements means that some 
elements of the guidance will not be fulfilled this time around (for example, the 
recommendation that all students in a subject sit the assessment at the same time or 
students are given different questions if they sit their papers at different times) and we 
are very conscious that students have not had much notice as they prepare for their 
PPEs.  You should be reassured, however, to know that in the unlikely event of 
examinations not going ahead the December PPEs will be given lower priority than 
future assessments students will complete when we determine a hierarchy of evidence to 
inform TAGs. 
 
Parents of students Year 13 should also be aware that their results in the recent PPEs will 
not form part of the hierarchy of evidence in any TAG process but any future PPEs taken 
by students will be used to inform final grades. 
 
A letter to students published by Ofqual can be found at the link below: 
 
Ofqual letter to students 
 
Over the coming weeks, we will work on a detailed plan covering contingency 
arrangements and more information will follow in due course.   
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Mrs 
Harrison-Forsyth. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr P Slater 
Assistant Headteacher (Assessment, Achievement and Curriculum) 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students

