
Year 7

Knowledge Organisers



7.1. Adventure Narratives FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Read extract texts in full or follow this link for more suggestions:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

Assessment task
Reading: response to extract from ‘Heart of Darkness’

Overview of unit 
During this period of transition students will have 
opportunities to read, reflect and respond to a variety of 
fiction and literary non-fiction texts exploring the 
presentation of adventurers and adventures.

Texts studied 
‘Odyssey’ Homer 
‘Treasure Island’ R.L. Stevenson 
‘The Hobbit’ J. R. R. Tolkein
‘The Lost City of Z’ David Grann
‘Touching the Void’ Joe Simpson 
‘Heart of Darkness’ Joseph Conrad  

Five Key Terms
Myth 
Archetypal 
Genre 
Allusion

Literary Non-fiction

Vocabulary expansion
Audacious Indigenous  
Despondent  Marooned  
Escapade Perilous  
Euphoric Precarious 
Fortuitous Treacherous 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


7.2. Poetry Skills: Nature FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Read other poems on similar themes at 
www.poetryfoundation.org

Assessment task
Reading response to anthology poem. 

Overview of unit 

Texts studied
‘An awful tempest mashed the air’ Emily Dickinson
‘Nettles’ Vernon Scannell 
‘Pike’ Ted Hughes 
‘The Eagle’ Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
‘Blackberry-Picking’ Seamus Heaney 
‘I wandered lonely as a cloud’ William Wordsworth  

Key concepts and skills
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent
• Decoding and retrieving
• Inference and deduction
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use 

of language, structure and form
• Engaging with context

Vocabulary expansion
Barbarity Idyllic 
Brutality Picturesque 
Bucolic Savagery  
Captivating Rejuvenating 
Flourishing Verdant 

Key Terms
Romanticism 
Extended metaphor 
Symbolism
Imagery 
Form and structure 

Students will read and respond to a range of 
modern and pre-1914 poetry on the theme of 
nature. Students will analyse poetry and
develop personalised responses to poems. 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/


7.3. The Language of the News FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Access a range of media online or in paper format.

Assessment task
Writing response: write an editorial on a topical issue. 

Overview of unit 
Students will conduct newspaper/web news research and 
analysis- looking at presentation, bias etc. Students will develop 
understanding of fact, opinion, fake news etc. working towards  
comparison of newspaper articles

Texts studied
A range of contemporary examples of reportage 
and discursive articles from British broadsheets and 
tabloids.   

Five Key Terms 
Bias 
Objective 
Subjective 
Reportage  
Editorial 

Key concepts and skills 
• Tone and register 
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Vocabulary expansion
Acerbic Partisanship  
Amplified Sensationalism 
Hyperbolic Trenchant 
Impartial Vitriolic 
Neutral Winsome 



7.4. Short Stories  FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
BBC Radio 2 500 word short story competition (February 2022)

Assessment task
Writing response: write own short story using suggested titles 
as inspiration.  

Overview of unit
Reading and responding to a range of short stories with a 
focus on narrative construction and character development 
along with development of core reading and writing skills.

Texts studied 
‘The Minotaur’ Anthony Horowitz 
‘The Landlady’ Roald Dahl 
‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ Roald Dahl
‘Through the Tunnel’ Doris Lessing 
‘Charles’ Shirley Jackson 
‘Little Things’ Raymond Carver 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Vocabulary expansion
Buoyant Perpetual 
Fiendish Perturbed  
Foreshadowing Prolepsis 
Immeasurable Seldom 
Impediment Traverse

Five Key Terms 
Plot 
Exposition 
Rising action 
Falling action 
Resolution 



7.5. Class Reader FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Choose own reading book from English Department reading list.

Assessment task
End of Year Assessment 

Overview of unit
Students will read and analyse a novel as a class. Students 
will be encouraged to work collaboratively to explore the 
novel’s themes and wider contextual issues, as well as how 
writers create and develop characters. 

Texts studied
‘Holes’ 
‘Millions’ 
‘My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’ 
‘Private Peaceful‘
‘Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ 
‘The Spook’s Apprentice’ 
‘Skellig’ 

Vocabulary expansion
Ambiguity Epilogue 
Compelling Idiolect 
Dialogue Nemesis 
Digression Neologism 
Euphemism Prologue 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Five Key Terms
Perspective 
Protagonist
Antagonist
Omniscient
Chronology



7.6. Shakespeare in Context FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Explore the BBC’s Shakespeare collection.  

Assessment task
Reading: response to extract from ‘Taming of the Shrew’ 

Overview of unit
Students will analyse and respond to extracts from range of 
plays leading to exploration of Renaissance contextual issues 
such as Elizabethan theatre, Kings and Queens, religion, 
patriarchy, ‘others’ and nationalism.  

Texts studied
Extracts from 
‘Richard II’ 
‘The Merchant of Venice’ 
‘The Taming of the Shrew’ 
‘Macbeth’ 
‘Anthony and Cleopatra’  

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Key Terms 
Elizabethan 
Jacobean 
Nationalism 
Reformation 
Patriarchal   

Vocabulary expansion
Anti-Semitism Nonpareil 
Bard Renege 
Conspirator Supplant 
Currish Tyrant 
Equivocate Treason  
Kingship Usury 



Year 8

Knowledge Organisers



8.1. Characters in the Canon FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Read extract texts in full or follow this link for more suggestions:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

Assessment task
Reading: response to extract from ‘Great Expectations’ 

Overview of unit 

Texts studied
‘The Iliad’ Homer
‘Beowulf’ Seamus Heaney (trans.) 
‘The Canterbury Tales’ Geoffrey Chaucer 
‘Richard III’ William Shakespeare 
‘Great Expectations’ Charles Dickens   

Five Key Terms 
Antiquity 
Homeric heroic code 
Satire 
Soliloquy 
Social realism  

Students will explore the history of English Language 

and Literature  whilst reading and responding to 

extracts from ‘The Iliad’, ‘Beowulf’, ‘The Canterbury 

Tales’, ‘Richard III’ and ‘Great Expectations’ with a 

focus characterisation.

Vocabulary expansion
Berate Guise  
Delegation Mandate 
Derived Prowess
Discontent Prophecies 
Elude Ravenous 
Explicit 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


8.2. Poetry Skills: Family Relationships  FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Read other poems on similar themes at 
www.poetryfoundation.org

Overview of unit 

Texts studied
‘Praise Song for My Mother’ Grace Nichols 
‘Mother to Son’ Langston Hughes 
‘Thirty-Five’ Jackie Kay 
‘Mid-Term Break’ Seamus Heaney 
‘Catrin’ Gillian Clarke 
‘Those Winter Sundays’ Robert Hayden 

Assessment task
Reading response to anthology poem

Students will read and respond to a range of modern 

poetry by poets of English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh and 

American heritage. Students will analyse poetry and 

develop personalised responses to poems. 

Five Key Terms 
Colonialism
Civil Rights Movement 
Sonnet 
Autobiographical 
Identity 

Vocabulary expansion
Attachment Maternal  
Chronic Nostalgia 
Fathom Replenishing 
Gaudy Sentimental 
Knell Stanch 

Key concepts and skills
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent
• Decoding and retrieving
• Inference and deduction
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use 

of language, structure and form
• Engaging with context

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/


8.3. Rhetoric  FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Tone and register 
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Explore ‘Speeches that Shook the World’ at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03f3v3w/clips

Assessment task
Writing response: write own speech on topical issue. 

Overview of unit
Students will read and analyse speeches from antiquity to the 
modern day. Students will work towards writing and 
delivering their own speech on a topical issue. 

Texts studied 
Cicero ‘Against Catiline’
Elizabeth I ‘My loving people’ 
Shakespeare (from ‘Julius Caesar’) ‘Friends, Romans, 
Countrymen’ 
Sojourner Truth ‘Ain’t I a woman?’ 
Emmeline Pankhurst ‘Freedom or Death’
Churchill ‘We shall fight on the beaches’
MLK ‘I have a dream’
Lennie James ‘To whom it may concern’ 
Malala Yousafzai ‘I don’t know where to begin my speech’ 
Greta Thunberg ‘Our house is on fire’ 

Vocabulary expansion
Antagonise Inveigle 
Emancipation Lambast 
Forum  Reverence 

Five Key Terms 
Ethos 
Logos
Pathos
Polemic 
Oracy

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03f3v3w/clips


8.4. Ghost Stories  FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Read extract texts in full or follow this link for more suggestions:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

Assessment task
Writing response: write opening of a Victorian ghost story. 

Overview of unit 
Students will read a selection of Victorian ghost stories with a 
focus on the development of the genre and the writer’s craft. 

Texts studied 
Full stories 
‘The Signal-Man’ Charles Dickens 
‘The Kit-Bag’ Algernon Blackwood
‘Lost Hearts’ M. R. James 
Extracts
‘The Body Snatcher’ R. L. Stevenson
‘Wuthering Heightes’ Emily Bronte 
‘The Woman in Black’ Susan Hill  

Five Key Terms 
Reliable and unreliable narrator
Pathetic fallacy 
Motif
Setting 
Sensory description 

Vocabulary expansion 
Fetid Quailing 
Insidious Sepulchral 
Menacing Scourge 
Malevolent Somber 
Nefarious Transfixed 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


8.5. Class Reader FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Choose own reading book from English Department reading list. 

Assessment task
End of Year Assessment

Overview of unit
Students will read and analyse a novel as a class. Students 
will be encouraged to work collaboratively to explore the 
novel’s themes and wider contextual issues, as well as how 
writers create and develop characters. 

Texts studied
‘The Woman in Black’ 
‘Witch Child’ 
‘Teacher’s Dead’ 
‘Welcome to Nowhere’ 
‘Dead of Winter’ 
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time’
‘Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry’ 
‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ 

Vocabulary expansion
Atmospheric Pastiche 
Bildungsroman Persecution 
Conscience Persona 
Integrity Polarity 
Observational  Roman à clef

Five Key Terms 
Perspective 
Protagonist
Antagonist
Omniscient
Themes

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 



8.6. Romeo and Juliet  FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
KS3 resources available at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdj6sg

Assessment task
Reading: response on Shakespeare’s presentation of Capulet in 
Act 3, Scene 5. 

Overview of unit 
Analysis and response to seven scenes from the play with a 
focus on the writer’s craft, characterisation and engaging 
with context

Scenes studied
Prologue 
Act 1, Scene 1 – extract
Act 1, Scene 2 – extract 
Act 1, Scene 3 - extract 
Act 1, Scene  5 – extract 
Act 3, Scene 5 – extract

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Five Key Terms 
Patriarchy 
Gender expectations 
Arranged marriage 
Stagecraft
Dramatic irony 

Vocabulary expansion
Apothecary Conduit 
Arbitrate Constrained 
Authoritative Pious 
Banishment Predominate 
Chastity Tyrannical 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfdj6sg


Year 9

Knowledge Organisers



9.1. Gothic Fiction FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Read extract texts in full or follow this link for more suggestions:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

Assessment task
Reading response to extract from ‘Frankenstein’ 

Overview of unit 

Texts studied 
‘Titus Groan’ Mervyn Peake 
‘Dracula’ Bram Stoker 
‘Great Expectations’ Charles Dickens 
‘The Silent Companions’ Laura Purcell 
‘The Monkey’s Paw’ W. W. Jacobs 
‘Frankenstein’ Mary Shelley 

Five Key Terms
Literary convention
Byronic hero
The Sublime 
Revenant 
Romance 

Vocabulary expansion
Afflicted Enigma 
Apprehensions Entrapment 
Beguile Grotesque 
Claustrophobia Lamentable 
Dilapidated  Torturous 

Students will read and respond to features of the genre 
using pre and post 20th Century texts. Focus on 
characterisation and mood and atmosphere. 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


9.2. WWI: Poetry and Prose FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Supporting materials for ‘Journey’s End’ available at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpqt7p3

Assessment task
Reading response: comparison of ‘Who’s for the Game?’ and 
‘Dulce et’

Overview of unit
Students will read and analyse a range poetry by poets of the 
Great War. They will develop their understanding of key 
themes and context by exploring extracts from modern 
historical novels. Students will extend their understanding 
through a group reading of ‘Journey’s End’.  

Texts studied
Poetry 
‘Who’s for the Game?’ Jessie Pope 
‘The Sentry’ Wilfred Owen 
‘Anthem for Doomed Youth’ Wilfred Owen 
‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ Wilfred Owen 
‘In Flanders Fields’ John McCrea 
Prose 
‘Private Peaceful’ Michael Morpurgo
‘Regeneration’ Pat Barker 
‘Birdsong’ Sebastian Faulks 
Drama
‘Journey’s End’ R. C. Sherriff

Five Key Terms 
Propaganda
Futility  
Patriotism 
Trauma 
Xenophobia 

Vocabulary expansion 
Armistice Barrage Combatant Corruption Counteracting      Incessant       Nightmarish     Poignant         Sedition  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpqt7p3


9.3. Crime and Punishment FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Tone and register 
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Read extract texts in full and follow current issues around crime 
and punishment in the media. 

Assessment task
Writing: Write a discursive essay on a topic related to modern 
issues in crime and punishment

Overview of unit 
Students will consider the concepts of crime and punishment 
across fiction and non-fiction extracts from pre and post 20th

century texts. This unit is designed to introduce students to 
core GCSE skills in reading and writing. 

Texts studied 
Fiction
‘Moll Flanders’ Daniel Defoe
‘Affinity’ Sarah Waters 
Non-Fiction
Extracts from a range of 19th century and contemporary 
journals, biographies, articles and letters. 

Five Key Terms 
Retribution 
Criminality 
Corporal punishment 
Capital punishment 
Human Rights  

Vocabulary expansion
Alternative Mechanism  
Facilitate Policy 
Function Principle 
Institute Sector 
Legislate Strategy 



9.4. Dystopian Fiction  FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Read extract texts in full or follow this link for more suggestions:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

Assessment task
Writing: write the opening of a dystopian short story. 

Overview of unit
Students will respond to features of the Dystopian genre 
using texts with a focus on the writer’s craft. 

Texts studied 
‘The Hunger Games’ Suzanne Collins 
‘Brave New World’ Aldous Huxley
‘1984’ George Orwell 
‘The Road’ Cormac McCarthy 
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ Margaret Atwood  

Five Key Terms 
Dystopia 
Utopia 
Social control 
Apocalyptic event 
Oppression and repression  

Vocabulary expansion
Authority Liberal
Culture Maintain 
Depose Manipulate 
Dominate Prohibit 
Establishment Restrict 
Impose Tradition 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


9.5. Of Mice and Men FHS English Department 

Further reading and exploration
Supporting materials found here 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8q3dmn

Assessment task
Reading: GCSE style extract question on Crooks. 

Overview of unit 
Students will read and consider the novel as a class, 
developing skills in character analysis, theme tracking, and 
language analysis. A key focus of students’ learning is relating 
OMAM to the social and historical context of 1930s America. 

Themes
Dreams 
Loneliness and Isolation 
Violence and Fear 
Visions of America
Racism and Misogyny 
Strength vs Weakness  

Five Key Terms 
American Dream 
The Great Depression
Itinerant workers
Misogyny 
Discrimination 

Vocabulary expansion
Accumulate Discontent  
Aloof Ego 
Anguish Indignation 
Companion Meager 
Derision Monotonous 
Derogatory Profound 
Despair Pugnacious 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8q3dmn


9.6. Much Ado About Nothing and Sonnets  FHS English Department 

Key concepts and skills 
• Characterisation
• Character archetypes 
• Tone, mood and atmosphere
• Authorial intent 
• Decoding and retrieving 
• Inference and deduction 
• Understanding and commenting on the writer’s use of 

language, structure and form
• Engaging with context 

Further reading and exploration
Supporting materials found here 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3xhn39/revision/1

Assessment task
Reading: response to extract from ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
AND response to Sonnet 130. 

Overview of unit 
Students will analyse and respond to key scenes from ‘Much 
Ado About Nothing’ and a selection of sonnets with a focus 
on the writer’s craft, characterisation and engaging with 
context. 

Texts studied 
Extracts from ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
Sonnet 116, 118, 104, 130. 

Vocabulary expansion
Sexual jealousy
Cuckoldry
Conformist and non-conformist
Proto-feminist 
Metre, rhyme and form  

Vocabulary expansion
Allegiance Perturbation   
Congregation Reconciled 
Counterfeit Semblance 
Epitaph Slander 
Flout Transgression

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3xhn39/revision/1

