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YEAR 9 AUTUMN TERM 1 — CHALLENGES FOR BRITAIN, EUROPE & THE WIDER WORLD: 1901—PRESENT DAY 

WORLD WAR ONE 

                                                How did two bullets cause 20 million deaths? 

Use the word MAIN to remember the main issues surrounding the cause of the First World War: 

 Militarism - many countries believed it was important to build large armies and navies & many 
people looked forward to a war 

 Alliances - the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente were said to have been formed to help 
prevent war, but they helped to cause one. 

 Imperialism - European nations were creating empires and coming into conflict, especially in 
Africa. 

 Nationalism - all countries were looking out for their own interests and many groups wanted 
independence from the empires which ruled them, especially in the Balkans. 

The July Crisis, 1914 

28 Jun Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, was shot dead in 

Sarajevo by Gavrilo Princip, a member of a nationalist group called the Black Hand. 

They wanted to make Bosnia independent of Austria-Hungary & join Serbia.  

23 Jul Austria-Hungary, backed by Germany, sent an ultimatum to Serbia, who it blamed 

for the assassination because of the help it had given the Black Hand. 

28 Jul Unhappy with the response, Austria declared war on Serbia. Russia began to pre-

pare to defend Serbia and mobilised its army. 

1 Aug Germany declared war on Russia. 

3 Aug Germany declared war on France, Russia’s ally, as part of the Schlieffen Plan 

4 Aug Germany invaded Belgium to attack France. Britain declared war on Germany, as it 
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The Outbreak of War 

Germany wanted to avoid fighting France & Russia at the same time = a war 

on two fronts. They used the Schlieffen Plan, which meant attacking France 

through Belgium & avoiding most of the French troops on the border with 

Germany. If they could capture Paris quickly, France would surrender & the 

German armies could move back east to meet the Russians. The Germans 

thought that the Russians would take longer to prepare for war. 

The problem was that Britain had promised to defend Belgium and so the 

Schlieffen Plan might bring Britain into the war. The Germans hoped that 

this would not happen, but it did. 

The Belgians fought bravely, holding the Germans up  & the Russians were 

ready more quickly than the Germans thought.  

The Schlieffen Plan had failed & a stalemate began. On the Western Front, 

British, French & German troops dug themselves into trenches for defence. 

Why join up in 1914? 

Britain’s army was not big enough to fight against a country as strong as Germany, because the 

focus had always been on the navy. Britain had the biggest navy in the world as an island and 

with an empire which stretched around the world. 

This meant that a recruitment campaign was needed. It was led by Lord Kitchener, the Minister 

for War and a great hero of many British people. 

This campaign was very successful. By the end of August 1914, 500,000 

men had volunteered to fight. By the end of the year, this figure had 

reached 1 million. 

There were a number of different reasons that men joined the armed forc-

es in 1914. 
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Once it became clear that both sides were unable to inflict a decisive blow upon the other, the war drifted into stalemate. On 

the Western Front, trenches spread from the coast of Belgium across France to the border with Switzerland. Soldiers spent 

weeks in front-line trenches, separated from the enemy by No-Man’s Land, living, eating & sleeping in the trench. Conditions 

were very difficult: 

 Rats: became a massive problem, living in the trenches & feeding off the dead bodies which could often be found in No-

Man’s Land or from food pilfered from the troops. 

  Lice: soldiers were rarely able to wash or change their uniforms in the trenches & so their clothes became invested with 

lice. 

  Water: trenches were often waterlogged, especially in winter & this sometimes led to trench foot, caused by constant im-

mersion in water, and could lead to feet or toes being amputated. 

  Disease: the trenches were very unhygienic and access to fresh water was sometimes difficult, meaning that many soldiers 

succumbed to  diseases, such as dysentery.  

  Food: was not of a very high standard or very plentiful. Soldiers often eat ’bully beef’ or Maconochies’s beef stew, with 

hard biscuits. Water was carried in containers also used to carry petrol and would taste of it.   

Soldiers did not live in front-line trenches permanently—they could be in reserve trenches or miles behind the front line, 

training or resting.  



FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL KS 3 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER 

 

What do I need to know? 

1. What were the long-term causes of war? 

2. Why did war break out in 1914? 

3. Why did Britain did so many men volunteer in 1914? 

4. What was life in the trenches like?  

Key Terms 

alliances Agreements between countries to become allies & 

fight together if necessary. 

No man’s land The area between the front line trenches of either army. 

The distance could vary, but often front-line trenches 

were quite close together.  

Balkans Area of south-east Europe contains modern-day 

countries such as Bulgaria, Bosnia, Croatia, Romania, 

Serbia etc. 

  

duckboards Wooden boards meant to keep trenches dry. Pals’ Battalions Army units formed from soldiers from a particular loca-

tion. Friends could join up together & stay together. 

dug-outs Areas dug into the walls of trenches for rest. patriotism A love for, and pride in, your country. 

imperialism Building empires. propaganda Information used by the government to put across their 

point of view, designed to persuade people to agree. 

Might not always be totally accurate or tell the full story.  

militarism Increasing the size of armies & navies & believing 

that war is the best way to solve disputes between 

nations. 

stalemate Where neither side can force a victory. 

nationalism The idea that your country is superior to others. trench foot Swelling caused by constant immersion in water. Could 

lead to amputation in the worst cases. 


