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YEAR 8 AUTUMN TERM 1 — BRITAIN 1745—1901 

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION LIVING & WORKING CONDITIONS 

How much did Britain change between 1750-1900? 

 Power — development of steam power & electricity 

 Travel — improved roads, new canals & railways (Telford, Stephenson, Brunel) 

 Work — transfer from farming to industrial production in factories; huge increases in produc-

tion of iron, steel, coal. Factories built to produce textiles using new technologies  

 Population —  Britain's population grew massively & so did towns & cities 

 Health — improvements in healthcare & life expectancy, although living conditions remained 

very poor for many 

The Agricultural Revolution 

The Industrial Revolution would not have been possible without the Agricultural Revolution — which increased 
the amount of food grown & allowed more people to leave the countryside & move to towns. 

 Turnip' Townshend introduced the turnip and the Norfolk four-course rotation of wheat‒turnips‒barley‒
clover onto his farm. 

 Robert Bakewell used selective breeding to develop the New Leicester sheep. 

 Coke of Holkham publicised the new ideas by inviting hundreds of people to his 'sheep shearings' i.e. ag-
ricultural shows. 

 Arthur Young wrote about the new methods. 

Over the period 1700 to 1850 farming output almost doubled. 

Recently, historians have suggested that the critical period was 
1750‒1830. They argue that the increasing use of fodder crops 
grown for animal food allowed farmers to keep more animals, 
which meant more meat for market, and more manure to put on 
the fields to increase crop yields. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/industrial_era/the_industrial_revolution/revision/6/#
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Why did population increase in the Nineteenth Century? 
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Living conditions for the poor in cities: 

 Pollution: coal was used to heat houses, cook food and heat 

water to produce steam to power machines in factories. The burn-

ing of coal created smoke, which led to terrible pollution in the cit-

 

 Overcrowding: due to large numbers of people moving to the cities, there were not 

enough houses for all these people to live in. Low wages and high rents caused 

families to live in as small a space as possible. Sometimes whole families lived in one 

 

 Disease: typhus, typhoid, tuberculosis and cholera all existed in the cities of Eng-

land. Cholera reached England for the first time in 1830, and there were further ma-

jor epidemics in 1832 and 1848. Overcrowding, housing of a low standard and poor 

quality water supplies all helped spread disease.  

 Waste disposal: gutters were filled with litter and the streets were covered in horse 

manure, collected by boys to sell to farmers. Human waste was discharged directly 

into the sewers, which flowed straight into rivers. In London, Parliament had to stop 

 

 Poor quality housing: houses were built very close together so there was little light 

or fresh air inside them. They did not have running water and people found it diffi-

cult to keep clean. Houses often suffered from damp due to their thin walls and 

roofs made out of cheap materials. Many households had to share a single outside 

 

 Lack of fresh water: people could get water from a variety of places, such as 

streams, wells and stand pipes, but this water was often polluted by human waste.  
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Working conditions in factories: 

 Long working hours: normal shifts were usually 12-14 hours a day, with ex-
tra time required during busy periods. Workers were often required to 

 

 Low wages: a typical wage for male workers was about 15 shillings (75p) a 
week, but women and children were paid much less, with women earning 
seven shillings (35p) and children three shillings (15p). For this reason, em-
ployers preferred to employ women and children. Many men were sacked 
when they reached adulthood; then they had to be supported by their 

 

 Cruel discipline: there was frequent "strapping" (hitting with a leather 
strap). Other punishments included hanging iron weights around children's 
necks, hanging them from the roof in baskets, nailing children's ears to the 

 

 Fierce systems of fines: these were imposed for talking or whistling, leav-
ing the room without permission, or having a little dirt on a machine. It was 
claimed that employers altered the time on the clocks to make their work-
ers late so that they could fine them. Some employers demanded that 

 

 Accidents: forcing children to crawl into dangerous, unguarded machinery 
led to many accidents. Up to 40 per cent of accident cases at Manchester 

 

 Health: cotton thread had to be spun in damp, warm conditions. Going 
straight out into the cold night air led to many cases of pneumonia. The air 
was full of dust, which led to chest and lung diseases and loud noise made 

 

 Parish apprentices: orphans from workhouses in southern England were 
"apprenticed" to factory owners, supposedly to learn the textiles trade. 
They worked 12-hour shifts, and slept in barracks attached to the factory in 
beds just vacated by children about to start the next shift.  

Improvements in living & working conditions: 

 In 1832, the Factory Act stopped children under the age of 9 
working. 

 In 1842, the Mines Act stopped women, girls and boys under 
10 working below ground in mines. 

 In 1847, the Ten Hours Act limited women and young people 
to working a maximum of 58 hours a week. 

Living conditions at the start of the Industrial Revolution were ter-
rible and many poor town-dwellers lived in filthy slums, but: 

 

 In 1890, the Housing of the Working Classes Act set standards 
for new houses 

 In the second half of the century, food improved, especially 
after meat began to be imported from Australia, New Zealand and 
Argentina 
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A Transport Revolution? Roads: 

 General Wade, Jack Metcalf, Thomas Telford and John Macadam developed better roads, 
with firm foundations, drainage and a smooth surface. 

 Ever since the 17th Century, Turnpike Trusts were set up to improve main roads, for which a 
toll was charged. This pre-dates the standard period of the Industrial Revolution. 

Canals: 

 The first modern canal was the Bridgewater Canal built by the Duke of Bridgewater in 1761. 

 About £20 million was invested in canal-building between 1755 and 1835. There was 'Canal 

Mania' in the 1790s and famous canal-builders include James Brindley and Thomas Telford. 

 The fact that more money was now spent on canals could be seen as a natural development 

as the country gets richer and trade is more necessary. 

 By 1850, the canal network covered 4,000 miles. Railways: 

 The first railway was the Stockton and Darlington Railway 

(1825). George Stephenson built the Rocket (1829). Significant 

engineering achievements included the London Underground 

(1863) and the Forth Bridge (1890). 

 There was a 'Railway Mania' in the 1840s. £3 billion was 

spent building the railways between 1845 and 1900. 

 In 1870, 423 million passengers travelled on 16,000 miles of 

line. 
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The Luddites (1811-12) 

In the 18th and early 19th century, alt-

hough it had a parliament, Britain was not a 

democracy. That meant that people's only 

way of trying to stop the government was 

by violent protest. 

There were riots in Nottinghamshire, York-

shire and Lancashire, by hand-weavers who 

broke into the factories to destroy the new 

machines. There was a mass-trial at York in 

1813, after which 17 Luddites were execut-

ed. 

Power to the People? 

The Industrial Revolution led to massive changes in the way that people 

lived & worked. Few people were able to vote.  There was a great deal 

of protest in the first half of the 1800s. 

Swing Riots (1830)  

These were attacks on farm machines all over the south of England. 2,000 

people were put on trial, of whom 19 were executed and 481 transported 

to Australia. 

Gradually, the government began to accept that it was its duty to act in 

the interests of the people. There were examples of public campaigns 

with peaceful aims which tried to persuade the government to make re-

forms. 

Tolpuddle Martyrs (1834) 

When Dorset farm-workers tried to organise a trade union, six of them 

were transported to Australia. A petition of 800,000 signatures was organ-

ised, and the men were freed in 1836. 

The Chartists (1838-1850) 
 
The Chartists (1838‒1850) organised huge rallies and petitions to Parliament in 

the 1840s to campaign for political reform. Although there was a Chartist riot in 

Newport in 1839, Britain avoided the revolutions that swept Europe in 1848. 

Most of the Chartists' demands eventually became law. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zhdhvcw/revision
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Key Terms 

Cholera  

Life expectancy  

Luddites  

Tolpuddle Martyrs  

Trade Union  

Tuberculosis  

Turnpike Trusts  

Typhus  

What do I need to know? 

1. What changed between 1750—1900? 

2. What caused the Agricultural Revolution? 

3. Why did the population increase in the Nineteenth Century? 

4. What were living & working conditions like for poor people? 

5. How much did transport change? 

6. How and why did some groups protest in this period?    


