
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

…Creative School of the Year 2018 
Formby High School has been named the most creative school in the country 

by Tes (Times Educational Supplement) at one of the most high profile events 

of the year, the national Tes Awards in London. The awards, celebrating their 

tenth year, recognise outstanding contributions made by education teams 

and individuals to help students around the country to succeed, both inside 

and outside the classroom.  Formby High School was shortlisted for both 

the Most Creative School and Secondary School of the Year, amongst seven 

other schools in each category.  The Creative School of the Year Award was 

presented to Mr Cook before an audience of 1000, including the Secretary 

of State for Education and HM Chief Inspector of Schools. It is a phenomenal 

achievement and deserved recognition of the great work that takes place at 

FHS on a daily basis to promote creativity. In allocating the award, judges 

said that they were “hugely impressed by the way Formby High has 

sustained its commitment to a fully rounded creative curriculum in the face of 

wider pressures to narrow the breadth of student experiences. Not only do 

Formby students benefit from a dazzling array of creative opportunities 

themselves, the school also shows outstanding commitment to spreading its 

good practice beyond its own walls.  FHS did not win the Secondary School 

of the Year, losing out to Kensington Aldridge Academy, the school that 

neighbours Grenfell Tower and lost five of its students in the disaster. Within 

two months of the fire it had reopened, relocating to new, temporary accommodation, and recently it 

received an outstanding Ofsted judgement. The school’s story over the last year is an inspiration and they 

are wholly deserving winners of the award.  

…Looking Good Year 11 
At the end of a long, hard and hot examination series, Year 11 

students celebrated their prom on 28 June in beautiful evening 

sunshine.  Students arrived looking relaxed and absolutely stunning 

in their prom finery.  After a brief welcome reception at school and a 

paparazzi session, students boarded coaches and headed for the 

prom venue at Aintree Racecourse.  Students had a great evening of 

fun, food and friendship.  Although, rather than warming 

up on the dance floor, most boys had their eyes on the big 

screen where England were playing Belgium!  Mrs Thomas 

said “I’m glad this year group had such a lovely occasion 

to celebrate everything they have achieved over the past 

five years at FHS – they looked amazing and I am very 

proud of all of them!” 

…Year 9 RAVE 
Our Year 9 students have all had their first experience of  external examination conditions this week as they 

sat their PPE for Religious Studies.  The students have already completed half of their GCSE course in the 

subject and have been preparing diligently over the past few weeks in readiness for completing a full 

examination paper on what they have learned so far.  Their teachers and the examination team were 

impressed by their conduct on the day of the examination and we hope this will prove a valuable part of their 

preparations for the real thing next year. 
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…Year 8 Scientific Explorations  
Last week 32 budding Year 8 scientists embarked on a trip to Cornwall to 

explore the importance of conservation and biodiversity. The trip included 

visiting The Eden Project to understand the significance of the tropical 

rainforest biome, and how we can all do our part to maintain it. Students 

enjoyed splashing in the sea, games of Frisbee, making sand sculptures and a 

well-deserved beach barbeque. The final day involved a trip to Bristol City Zoo 

where students learnt how they manage and conserve endangered species, and some students even braved 

the high ropes Zooropia course!  Our Year 8 students were enthusiastic, engaged and exceptionally well 

behaved; a real credit to the school. 

…A Level Art Exhibition  
The Art Department was bursting with pride and colour as it opened its 

doors last week for the annual A Level Art Exhibition.  Earlier the same day, 

the work developed by our talented Year 13 students was moderated by an 

external examiner as part of their overall A Level 

assessment.  On leaving, the he commented that the 

work was some of the best he had seen in his years of 

moderation.  This comment not only highlighted 

some individual pieces but the breadth and scope of 

quality on display across the whole 

cohort portfolio.  Mr Collins and 

Mrs Clark spent the afternoon 

proudly discussing the artwork with visiting parents and 

staff, and said they were “hugely proud of the students’ 

achievements this year and have very high hopes for 

excellent outcomes in the summer.” 

  

…Exploring the History of WWI Battlefields  
A group of 33 Year 10 students have just returned from an awe-inspiring visit to 

a number of WWI battlefield sites in France and Belgium. In Ypres, students 

visited both the In Flanders Fields museum and the Passchendaele museum. This 

was followed by a visit to Sanctuary Wood, Tynecot and Langemark. Students 

also spent a day in France exploring the work of the 

tunnellers in Wellington Quarry as well as looking at 

the importance of the allied capture of Vimy Ridge. 

A subsequent tour of Newfoundland Park which has 

been left to grow over gave students an insight into 

the effect of the fighting on the surrounding 

landscapes.  Charlotte and Fintan laid a poppy wreath on behalf of the staff and 

students of FHS at the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate. The group also 

took the opportunity to soak up the atmosphere, watching the Belgium and 

England world cup games in the main square on Monday and Tuesday!  

…Ancient History 
On Wednesday 4 July nine Year 9 students visited the University of Liverpool to 

experience an Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology Summer School.  It was a fascinating 

day which took in presentations by the erudite lecturers across the discipline.  The 

students learned how to read hieroglyphs, build a roman home using LEGO and what 

Percy Jackson forgot to tell them about God-like Greeks and Greek-like Gods, and also 

had an introduction to Latin and Ancient Greek Philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  …Sixth Form visit Poland 
A group of 44 Year 12 students recently experienced a memorable trip to Krakow in 

Poland which included a tour of Oskar Schindler’s factory before hearing a direct 

account of the Holocaust from survivor Monica Wellvasser at the Galicia 

Museum.  Students also had the opportunity to learn about other aspects of 

Krakow's history by travelling 135 metres beneath the surface into the Salt Mines to 

explore the caverns and chapels.  However, the core purpose of the trip was a visit to Auschwitz and 

Auschwitz-Birkenau which brought home the reality and scale of the atrocities committed by the Nazi regime. 

Students laid stones to pay their respects for the victims of the Holocaust and were moved by the sites they 

saw.  It was a busy but moving three days, and an enjoyable experience for staff and students. 

…The Heat is on in Geography 
Geography never slows down and this half term has been no exception!  Year 

9 and Year 10 geographers explored the upland environment of Snowdonia, 

with Year 10 completing their GCSE river study in 

the beautiful Llanberis Pass and Year 9 exploring 

evidence of glaciation at Cwm Idwal.  Both year 

groups experienced dry and sunny conditions. 

Sadly, the Year 9 MBY groups were not able to 

complete their fieldtrip due to the extremely hot weather.  This is a perfect 

example of geography impacting Geography learning!  Our Year 10 and Year 9 

students enjoyed their upland adventure and were fully engaged in their learning.  Well done to you all! 

…Parent Governors  
Thank you to all parents who participated in the recent Parent Governor election to fill our two vacancies.  

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Jordan and Mrs Lucas to the Governing Body and look forward to working 

with them on our relentless pursuit of excellence for the school.   

…Sporting Matters  
Well done to our Year 8 Boys Tennis Team who are now AEGON NW Division 2 Champions 

following a fantastic tournament performance.  Congratulations to Josh (Year 7) who has 

successfully achieved his black belt in Tae Kwondo; Josh has 

been training with Unite Formby since he was eight years old 

and has had to pass 10 gradings over three years to achieve 

his black belt. Good luck Josh as you now work for your Dan 

grades.  Our Young Sports Leaders have had a typically 

energetic summer term in the unseasonably warm 

temperatures; from supporting Redgate, Freshfield and 

Trinity St Peter’s sports days to participating in the Southport Primary Tri Golf Level 

2 Games – next stop the big FHS sports day on 18 July!  Finally, congratulations to 

the many FHS athletes who took part in the Sefton Athletics events in the exhausting 

heat – great performances and resilience under tough conditions. 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

                 
  

 

 

 Y9 Work Experience Info Eve – Mon 9 Jul (6pm)  Y10 DofE Silver Practice Exp – 13 to 15 Jul 

 Y8 Everton Enterprise Visit – 9,10,16,17 Jul  Y12 Career Experience Week – 16 to 20 Jul 

 The Greatest Showcase – Tue 10 Jul (7.30pm)  Sports Day – late school day start at 11.15am 

 A Midsummer Night’ Dream  – 11 to 13 Jul (7pm)  Rewards Trips – 19 Jul 

 Y8 Wimbledon Trip – 13/14 Jul  Celebration Assembly – 20 Jul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

@FormbyHigh                    www.formbyhighschool.com FHS Pinterest Board 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/FormbyHigh
http://www.formbyhighschool.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/FormbyHS/

