
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

…Careering Ahead 
Last week the School Hall was absolutely buzzing with conversation as Year 9 and 

Year 11 students toured the ‘Careers Fair’ which featured market stalls with 

employers from a vast selection of industries and professions.  Mrs 

MacDunne, Careers Coordinator, said “This event is only possible thanks to 

the valuable time and energy invested by the professionals who come to 

support FHS students as they consider their future 

careers or education pathways.  I was delighted to see 

so many students engage very positively with, and ask 

great questions of, the visiting employers and 

educators.”  The scope of businesses and education 

establishments present gave students the opportunity to ask 

about qualifications and requirements to enter the various 

professions.  This event is very timely as Year 9 students begin 

their GCSE options selection process next week and will now be able to consider the 

advice from employers and universities on which subjects to consider.  Equally, 

students in Year 11 are submitting applications to Sixth Form for September or considering 

employment/training, and these conversations will support them in this important decision making.  

…Engineering Insight 
Year 12 Engineering students visited the Jaguar Land Rover plant this week to learn 

about the ‘Land Rover 4x4 in Schools Technology Challenge’ and prepare for their 

entry in next year’s competition.  This exciting challenge is a STEM enhancement and 

enrichment initiative that gives young people an insight into what it takes to become 

an engineer. The project hopes to raise awareness, interest, enjoyment and 

enthusiasm in science, technology, engineering and maths through a practical ‘hands on’ experience.  We 

look forward to hearing how they get on next year! 

…Raving about Geneva! 
Earlier this week 20 students from across Years 11 to 13 returned from a three 

day Science/RAVE cultural visit to Geneva.  The action packed itinerary gave 

them a flavour of the Swiss culture whilst having the opportunity to visit CERN 

(European Organisation for Nuclear Research).  Students also visited the 

museums of Natural History and History & Science, and had tours of the UN 

Palace of Nations and Geneva’s botanical gardens.  Naturally, they experienced 

a ‘fondue night’ at the Edelweiss restaurant and even squeezed in a cruise on Lake Geneva!  Mr Belford 

said that the students were a credit to themselves and the school and, despite an inordinate amount of 

miles walked, fully embraced and enjoyed the experience Geneva offered. 

…Fundraising  
Today saw our Spring term fundraising day in full swing, thanks to the dedicated 

organisation and preparation by members of Matt Henderson’s family and our Student 

Charity Committee.   As well as non-uniform day donations, plenty of loose change was 

invested in the delicious cakes brought in by many students and families and in 

wristbands supporting Matt Henderson’s Cancer Appeal.  Thank you, as always, to 

everyone for their generosity of spirit and support for this very worthwhile cause. 
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…Holocaust Memorial Day 

Last week the whole school marked Holocaust Remembrance Day with a series of 

reflections in tutor periods and with themed assemblies.  On Friday, all of our Y12 

students came into school to watch a live broadcast of the testimony of a Holocaust 

Survivor, Janine Webber BEM, courtesy of the Holocaust Education Trust.  Janine 

Webber was a child living in Poland during the period and spoke movingly of her 

experiences, first in a ghetto on the outskirts of her home town of Lwow and later in 

hiding in a series of homes across the region.  Students learned how she lost many members of her family 

to the Holocaust and survived mainly due to the efforts of her aunt in keeping her safe.  This was a great 

opportunity for our students to hear at first hand the impact of the Holocaust on individuals and to reflect 

on the lessons we can learn from it.  They commented that the testimony has made them determined to 

guard against prejudice and discrimination and challenge it wherever it occurs, and they were moved by 

the courage of the human spirit in rising above such terrible events. 

…Year 9 GCSE Options 

Next week, our Year 9 Options process gets off to a busy start with an Options 

Assembly for students (Thursday 8 February) and a Parent Information Evening 

(Thursday 8 February at 7pm).   These two events will provide students and their 

parents with a wealth of information on the various pathways of study available and 

how these feed in to future education/career choices.  Next Friday, parents will 

receive their child’s full report and will be able to discuss this further at the Subject 

Consultation Evening on 8 March.  Then, during week commencing 12 March, 

parents and students will attend an Options Interview with a senior member of staff 

before submitting their GCSE options choices by the 21 March deadline. 

…Sporting Matters 

Spring fixtures are now gaining pace – our U19s Netball team (featuring many of 

our U16s) played exceptionally well in the face of some tough competition at the 

regional finals in Ellesmere Port last weekend. The 

Netball teams from Years 8, 10 and 11 all secured 

victories at Range High on Tuesday, with a draw for 

Year 9 and an unlucky defeat (by one goal) for our 

Year 7 team.  Well done to the Year 8/9 boys 

basketball team who put in a fantastic performance at Hillside High School.  

Cross Country success continues with the Year 8 boys clinching the 

Merseyside Schools Cross Country League at Arrowe Park.  The Year 7 

boys took second place, and the Year 8/9 girls claimed a season Bronze.  

This great form continued into the Sefton Schools league, hosted by 

Merchant Taylors’, where FHS runners brought home five medals while a 

record number of 19 students qualified to represent Sefton in the 

Merseyside Schools Championships next month.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                   

 

 Y10-13 Music Trip Bridgewater Hall – Mon 5 
Feb 

 Y12 Drama Monologues – 8 Feb (7pm) 

 Y9 MFL Trip University of Liverpool – 7 Feb  Half Term – Mon 12 to Fri 16 Feb 

 Y9 Options Parent Info Eve – 8 Feb (7pm)  INSET Day (school closed to students) – 19 Feb 
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