
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the year – for parents new to the school, ‘FocusOn…’ is published 

fortnightly (on Friday of Week 2) via email to parents and on the website.  The newsletter seeks to 

celebrate the many achievements and accomplishments of our students in and outside of lessons, and 

indeed in the community and beyond.  We invite you to read past issues on the website which really do 

build a picture of the tremendous work, determination, enjoyment and endeavours of our students.  We 

are confident this year will see more action-packed editions and we look forward to sharing them with you. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish students, parents, staff and community members a very happy 

and successful 2017-18 academic year!   

Mr Mackenzie 
 

…The Numbers Add Up! 
With all the press about numbers and grades, and increased  ‘academic rigour’ 

of the new-style GCSEs in some subjects this summer, our Year 11 

students could be forgiven for feeling a little anxious in the run up 

to results day in August.  When the results came, however, the 

numbers really added up!  We are delighted that 85% of students 

achieved at least a grade 4 in English and Mathematics, and 24 

students attained at least eight A*/A grades.  The manner in 

which this year group confronted the challenge of new GCSEs in 

English and Maths is admirable; not only have they achieved great results in 

these subjects, they have done so across the board.  Congratulations to all 

concerned!  We are even more delighted that a record number of these students 

have returned to FHS Sixth Form and we look forward to sharing continued 

successes with them.  Congratulations too to Year 10 students who sat their 

GCSE RE exam in summer, achieving great results; one down and more time to focus on the remaining 

subjects for next summer! 
 

 …A Level Above!
 

In Sixth Form, nerves and anticipation turned to excitement and relief as, once 

again, excellent results were achieved at A Level and in BTEC courses.  Well 

over half of all A Level results were graded A*-B and 85% of BTEC entries 

were awarded distinction or above.  Again, in the face of recently reformed 

A Levels in many subjects which are designed to create additional challenge, 

students should be particularly proud of such fantastic achievements.  On 

behalf of staff and Governors, we extend our congratulations to all students 

on these outstanding achievements and wish you good luck in your future 

careers and university courses.  

 

…Polyglot Power! 
Thanks to the thriving Polyglots programme at FHS, there were also a number of students from across 

Years 7 to 10 who sat GCSE or A Level examinations in their mother tongue.  Three Year 7 students 

achieved A grades at GCSE in German, and another an A* in 

Spanish.  Two Year 8 students secured A* in GCSE Spanish/Italian 

respectively.  In Year 10 one student achieved A in GCSE Portugese 

and another an A in A Level German!  Well done to all of you for 

this outstanding effort and achievement to be very proud of! 
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…Summer School Sizzler! 
This year’s Transition Summer School was our biggest yet with over 60 students 

attending each day throughout penultimate week of August. This event is the 

perfect opportunity for students due to join Year 7 in September to get a head 

start with making new friends and getting to know the school and some of the 

key staff whilst doing some really fun activities.  The week started with a bang 

as students made explosive volcanoes with Mr McGuinness, with STEM 

activities and high energy sports and performing arts days following.  

On the final day students used their creative media talents, designing 

logos and even writing their first FHS newsletter.  We will be featuring 

some of their work soon on the website and will certainly call upon them 

again to contribute to this newsletter as their creative talent was 

exceptional!  Zoe and Katelyn’s newsletter ended by saying: “I think that everyone who goes to Formby 

High School is very special because it is a really  fantastic school and it deserves to have good exam results. 

I think that all of the teachers should be really proud of their students.”  We certainly are, Zoe and Katelyn! 

 …100% Attendance 
In our summer celebration assembly, Caitlin (Year 9) received the 100% Attendance raffle 

prize of a £100 Amazon voucher.  Including primary school, this is the fourth year Caitlin has 

received 100% attendance, which is a fantastic accomplishment.  Caitlin bought an Amazon 

Echo Dot with the prize and fully intends to sustain her record of attendance for the coming 

years.  Well done to Caitlin and all the 63 other 100% Attendance Award winners. 

…Brilliant Club  
In the summer term last year, 12 students from Years 7/8 took part in ‘The Brilliant Club’ 

Scholars Programme which enabled them to work closely with a PhD Tutor in a series of 

small group university-style tutorials.  They followed a ‘super-curricular’ course exploring 

topics they may not study in school and completed an extended final assignment which 

challenged them to work above their current key stage.  The 12 students will attend a 

graduation event at the University of Liverpool in October to celebrate their 

achievement.  They have thoroughly enjoyed the experience and have accessed a real 

sense of what university life could be like for them. 

…Year 7 Freshers’ Fair 
Last Monday our new Year 7 students browsed the bustling ‘Freshers’ Fair’ in the school 

hall where they found out about all the clubs, events and societies they can become 

part of at FHS.  The hall was a hive of activity with stalls featuring Science, Chess, 

Maths, History and of course Performing Arts and Sports. The Year 7 students were 

really stepping up to Mrs Edey’s challenge to join at least one extra-curricular club!   

…Open Evening  
We are really excited to be gearing up for our annual Open Evening on 21 September.  This is a thoroughly 

enjoyable evening where staff and students meet with prospective parents and students to talk about 

everything that makes FHS unique.  Every year, the feedback we receive always highlights the warmth of 

welcome and evident enthusiasm of everyone involved, and we are pleased that the passion for what we 

do is felt by our visitors.  All our Year 7 students attend the evening to act as Student Ambassadors around 

the school with confidence and pride, themselves only three weeks into their FHS career, and they have a 

surprise for us at the end of the evening! 

 
 

 

                   

 Y12 Parent Info Eve – 19 Sep (6pm)  Open Evening – 21 Sep (6.45pm-9pm) 

 Y13 Parent Info Eve – 19 Sep (7pm)  Y7 Curriculum Information Eve – 28 Sep (7pm) 
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