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Dear Parent 
 
I would like to take the time to cover a number of important issues that will impact 
upon your child in the remainder of this term. 
 
Assessments for Year 12 

 
I am writing to inform you that students in Year12 will sit in-class assessments in the 

week beginning Monday 28 June. These assessments will give teachers the opportunity 

to accurately assess attainment and progress made during the year, and will also 

provide an insight into the areas where students can make improvements moving into 

the next academic year.  

 
The following broad principles will be applied for the assessments: 
 

 Written assessments in timetabled lessons (students may have more than 
one period of assessment in each subject). 

 Provision will be in place for students with confirmed access arrangements. 

 Where possible, there will be dedicated periods of revision in the lessons 
leading up to the assessments. 

 A calendar of assessment dates will be published on the school website. 
 
All staff members are acutely aware of the difficulties students have faced over the 
course of the year due to the impact of the Covid-19 restrictions in place, the school 
closure during the Spring Term, and periods of enforced absence for self-isolation.  
With this is in mind, it is our intention to deliver the assessments in a very supportive 
manner. 
 
That being said, it is essential that your son/daughter takes time to revise in order to 
achieve his/her full potential.  All students must be punctual for their assessments and 
ensure they have the required equipment. Results will be communicated in the form of 
a percentage and will be sent as standalone communications at the end of term.  
 
Progression from Year 12 to Year 13 
 
Progression into Year 13 will depend on students being able to continue with three 
viable subjects in September. In establishing viability, the school will look at a number 
of factors: 
 
• performance across the Year 12 Pre-Public Examinations and other external 
assessments 
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• attendance 
• punctuality 
• attitude to learning 
• readiness to follow academic instruction 
 
While the school is always prepared to take into account genuine mitigating factors - 
such as long-term health problems – if students are not meeting expectations in these 
areas they may not be allowed to continue in Sixth Form. In these cases, a meeting will 
be arranged to advise about the options available; this could involve rejoining Year 12 
in September or pursuing an alternative pathway, such as seeking an apprenticeship or 
joining another institution. 
 

Registration procedure 

This week we reintroduced a single start and finish time of the school day for the year 
group. Lower Sixth students must sign in using the InVentry electronic process and 
arrive at their first lessons punctually. In the main, that would require students to leave 
enough time to begin the first session at 9.05 promptly. A sizeable number of students, 
however, will have occasions whereby the first lesson is 10.10; in such cases it is 
acceptable to arrive in a timely fashion, registering in the same way. The pastoral team 
will monitor this carefully. Should individuals be found to arrive after the scheduled 
start of the first lesson, you will be informed and they may have to register with a tutor 
in the following week. 
 
UCAS  
Over the next few weeks we are encouraging the students to register with UCAS (the 
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service whose main role is to operate the 
application process for British universities) with a view to start    their planning and 
thinking about possible pathways after Sixth Form. There is no cost involved and the 
registration process – which will be facilitated by members of the Sixth Form team - is 
straightforward. The benefit to the students is that UCAS provides its users with an 
excellent search mechanism to help with exploring institutions and courses. 
 
Changes in Sixth Form structure 
I am delighted to tell you that Mrs. Harrison-Forsyth will, amongst other duties –
assume responsibilities for the Sixth Form next year following my retirement. Having 
previously worked alongside Mrs Harrison-Forsyth when she was Sixth Form Progress 
Leader I know that the Sixth Form will be in extremely capable hands.  
 
Thanks as always for your support and patience in this difficult year. I am certain, like 
me, you will be hopeful of easier times to come.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr M O’Shaughnessy 
Director of Sixth Form 


