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Dear Parent 
 
We are approaching the end of the Spring term after another unusual and disrupted 
period for students, their families and the school.  The re-opening of Formby High School 
from 8 March has been a welcome return to some semblance of normality for all involved 
and, whilst we continue to experience the impact of positive cases in our community, the 
testing programme has helped us to manage this much more quickly and effectively.  
Being in a position to act swiftly in response to positive test results has proven invaluable 
in minimising the impact on other students and staff.  I would, therefore, like to express 
my sincere thanks to everyone involved in the testing programme for their support and 
cooperation in making this a success.  I would particularly like to thank Miss Butterworth 
and her army of testing operatives for delivering such a well-organised and effective 
programme.   
 
Home Testing during Easter 

I would urge parents to ensure that students continue to use their home tests twice 
weekly through the Easter break.  Results should be reported to the NHS online and 
submitted to school via this MS Forms link.  Importantly, should your child test positive 
using the home LFD test, this should be reported as usual (to the NHS and the school) 
and a confirmatory PCR test should be booked.  He/She must self-isolate, with the rest 
of their household, until the PCR result is known.  If reporting a positive COVID-19 case 
please also use the designated email address which will be monitored out of hours: 
covid19@formbyhighschool.com.  This will enable us to act upon the information as soon 
as it is made available.  A further supply of home test kits is being distributed to students 
this week to enable home testing to continue.  I would ask that students ensure that they 
complete a home test on Sunday 11 April in advance of returning to school the following 
day and follow the required reporting procedures.  Again, our sincere thanks for your 
full support in keeping our school and wider community as safe as possible. 
 
Summer Term 

Even though you may not have children in these year groups, you may be aware that 
students in Years 11 and 13 will not be sitting external examinations but will have their 
GCSE and A Level grades determined by the school using a clearly defined process.  The 
school has invested much time and energy into planning assessments for students in 
these year groups to complete which will support their teachers in making accurate and 
informed grading judgements.  To enable this process to be carried out effectively, 
ensuring our students receive the grades they deserve, a significant investment in 
teachers’ time and focus will be required.  To allow for this prioritisation, I have advised 
teachers to scale back marking and assessment for students in other year groups during 
next half term, instead focusing on in class assessment practices.  Whilst this will not in 
any way dilute or disrupt the education of children in other year groups, it will play a vital 
role in ensuring we give Years 11 and 13 students the attention they deserve. 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1sMbXrckm0KSALQXLe6aqkBxgF__sKVFqhXUO3jXUX9UOUNHNU5KWlJTRklOWUk2OFg4WTMwVE41Ui4u
mailto:covid19@formbyhighschool.com
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During the second half of summer term, attention will turn to students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12, ensuring 
they are well-prepared for end of year assessments. 
 
Year 8 and 9 Options 

The ongoing GCSE and Discovery Year options processes are now nearing completion and Mr Slater would 
like to thank parents for helping them to run in an efficient and timely manner. As promised, he will send 
correspondence confirming choices within the first few weeks of the Summer term. 
 
INSET Day 

To enable subject areas to work on determining grades for students in Years 11 and 13, I have moved the 
postponed INSET day from Friday 12 February to Monday 7 June 2021.  Students will not be expected to 
return to school after the Summer half term break until Tuesday 8 June. 
 
Parking / driving 

I would like to remind you that you should not drive onto the campus when dropping off or collecting your 
child.  To avoid congestion around the school gate at the beginning / end of the school day, please collect/ 
drop off further along Freshfield Road.  Alternatively, as the weather improves, please encourage your child 
to walk or cycle to school.  A lot of students walk / cycle along and cross Freshfield Road at the start and 
end of the school day.  If you are driving a vehicle, please be aware of them, park considerately and adhere 
to the 20mph speed limit. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 

Students who cycle to school must ensure they use a D-Lock or chain to lock their bike securely in the bike 
shed.  Whilst the bike sheds remain locked during the school day, locking each individual bike provides an 
added level of security.  By law, e-scooters are not permitted on roads and pavements and I respectfully 
ask that students to not use them to travel to and from school. 
 
Uniform / School Shoes 

During the last few weeks, students’ uniform standards have not been as high as usual.  I understand that 
students have grown out of some uniform items and that they have been difficult to replace whilst shops 
are closed.  As non-essential shops reopen from Monday 12 April, I would ask that you purchase uniform 
and school shoes that comply with the school’s uniform requirements.  Where there is a need, we are able 
to provide financial assistance to families with the provision or purchase of uniform.  If you require any 
support, please feel free to get in touch with your child’s Climate for Learning Leader.  Students should 
continue to wear PE kit with their blazer over the top on days when they have PE lessons.  I would like to 
stress, though, that cargo pants are not permitted as an alternative to black tracksuit bottoms.  I really 
appreciate your anticipated support with ensuring our students turn up well presented and ready for the 
day ahead. 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour 

I have been saddened to hear reports of increasing anti-social behaviour in the community.  The pastoral 
staff in school work very closely with Merseyside Police and they have shared their concerns about a greater 
prevalence of thoughtless and reckless activity, including unnecessary damage, breaching of lockdown rules 
and, on some occasions, violent conduct.  I am also aware that there have been unwelcome visitors to 
Formby and young people living in Formby have been victims of threatening and intimidating behaviour.  I 
know that this sort of activity is not limited to Formby and it is likely that it is one of the effects of the lack 
of structure on young people’s lives caused by lockdown.  I would ask for your support in keeping all of our 
students safe and preserving Formby as a great place to grow up by speaking to your child(ren) about anti-
social behaviour and the importance of following lockdown measures.   

 
FHSXtra 

We are delighted to have relaunched our extra-curricular provision with a range of activities for all year 
groups to enjoy safely.  In addition to sport and performing arts, students are relishing the opportunity to 
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join in with activities as diverse as Chess Club, Book Worms, ‘Mathletes’, Crochet Club and Restaurant FHS.  
Full details of what is on offer can be found on the school website and there will be more activities added 
next term so keep checking!   
 
Staffing Update 

Mrs O’Sullivan has returned to school following maternity leave and we are delighted to welcome her back.  
Our sincere thanks go to Miss Barnett who so ably covered Mrs O’Sullivan’s maternity leave.  A warm 
welcome too to our new Senior Caretaker, Mr McCann, who joined us earlier this term.   
 

Communication with school during term time 

I would like to remind parents that contact with teachers should be made by emailing 
enquiries@formbyhighschool.com  or by telephoning 01704 873100.  Staff will aim to respond to your query 
within 48 working hours, and sooner where appropriate or possible.  Students at home wishing to contact 
one of their teachers should send a message using the Class Charts messenger service.   
 
I am very conscious that this letter reads a little like a lecture, which is not my intention!  I hope you find the 
information helpful and I want you to know that it has been a pleasure to have students return to school for 
the last three weeks.  Whilst we are still some distance from the pandemic finish line, it feels like we are 
moving in the right direction and we should all take heart from this.  I hope that you and your family continue 
to stay well and have restful Easter break.  We look forward to welcoming all year groups back to school on 
Monday 12 April (Week One). 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/extra-curricular/
mailto:enquiries@formbyhighschool.com

