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Dear Parent 
 
It gives me great pleasure to finally write to you all outlining our plans for students 
regarding the full reopening of school.  Whilst school has been physically closed to most, 
we have been thoroughly impressed by the attitude and resilience shown by our students 
who have been working remotely for five hours each day and trying their very best at all 
times.  It would also be remiss of me not to thank all of our parents for everything you 
have done to contribute to home schooling during the lockdown.  If we could give you all 
merits through Class Charts then we would do! 
 
Reopening will bring some challenges but we know from our September opening that 
students will respond with their usual Formby High School determined approach.  Please 
could you take some time to read through the details of reopening below and discuss with 
your son or daughter. 
 
Virtual Re-opening Assembly 
 
In order to welcome back students and to provide a reminder as to how we all need to 
cooperate to make school safe I will be delivering assemblies during this week at the 
following times: 
 

• Year 11 – 8:50am – 9:10am Monday 1 March 

• Year 10 – 8:50am – 9:10am Tuesday 2 March 

• Year 9 – 8:50am – 9:10am Wednesday 3 March 

• Year 8 – 8:50am – 9:05am Thursday 4 March 

• Year 7 – 8:50am – 9:05am Friday 5 March  
 
A link has been sent through Class Charts. 
 
Well-being  
 
It is natural to be a little anxious and excited at the thought of returning to school. Should 
your son or daughter not settle back quickly into a positive routine then please let us know.  
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Full attendance is expected at school and students should arrive punctually at the correct 
gate.  We request that students arrive at their designated time and do not congregate at 
the school gates early.  Students should maintain a social distance from their friends but 
do not need to wear their face covering whilst walking to school unless 
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using public transport. If your child is not able to attend, please contact the student absence line in the 
usual way. If the absence is COVID-19 related, please ensure the school is provided with the appropriate 
details. 
 
We strongly advise against any appointments taking place during the school session to further minimise the 
risk of transmission in/out of school. Where these are unavoidable, they should take place at the beginning 
or end of the school day to avoid students coming in and out of school. Students must have prior approval 
for these appointments from their Climate for Learning Leader and sign in/out on arrival/departure. 
 
Where at all possible, students should avoid traveling by public transport, ideally walking or cycling to and 
from school. Where it is necessary to travel by bus or train, students must be prepared to wear a face 
covering and should ensure they follow the travel provider’s social distancing guidelines at all times.  The 
bike sheds will be accessible and will be supervised by a member of staff at the beginning and end of the 
school day.  If it is necessary to drop off / collect outside the school gates, please do not enter the school 
site or park or drop off in the immediate vicinity of the school gates as it creates a hazard for all our 
community. 
 
Students should arrive in time, but not too early, for the beginning of the school day.  On arrival, they should 
sanitise their hands and put on their face covering.  They should then report to either their tutor room (Years 
7, 9 and 11) or Period 1 (Years 8, 10, 12 and 13). Please note the arrival and departure times for Year 10 
and Year 9 have changed. Year 9 should report to their form room and Year 10 straight to first lesson.  
 

Year Group  Arrival Time  Arrival Gate  Departure Time  Departure Gate  

Year 7 
 

8.45 - 8.55am 
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 7 gate) 

3.00pm 
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 7 gate) 

Year 8 8.55- 9:05am Long Lane 3.10pm  
Long Lane 
(Year 8 gate) 

Year 9  8.45- 8.55am  
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 9 gate)  

3.00pm 
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 9 gate)  

Year 10  8:55-9.05am  
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 10 gate)  

3.10pm 
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 10 gate)  

Year 11  8.45-8.55 am  Long Lane  3.00pm Long Lane  

Year 12 and 13 8.55-9:05am  
Freshfield Rd  
(Year 12 /13 gate)  

3.10pm 
Freshfield Rd 
(Year 12 /13 gate)  

 

Bubbles  
 
Students will return to their bubbles and be taught the same timetable and in the same rooms that they 
used prior to lockdown.  The week beginning 8 March is a Week 2. Student timetables are available on 
Class Charts.  
 
Exercise books 
 
Whilst most of the students have most of their exercise books at home, any books left in school before 
lockdown will be available to students in their form rooms.  If any books are missing students will be 
provided with a new exercise book.  
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Equipment  
 
We would request that students come to school fully equipped as unfortunately we will not be able to lend 
equipment of allow sharing of equipment with their peers.  Please note that only emergency supplies will 
be available from the Stationery Shop in school.  Students will continue not have access to lockers and will 
be required to carry their books and equipment for their timetabled lessons in an appropriately sized school 
bag. 
 
Uniform 
 
Students should return to school in full school uniform.  We do need to keep classroom windows open and 
so would ask that you consider a black or grey school sweater if the weather turns chilly again.  Full PE kit 
may be worn on days when your son or daughter has a timetabled PE lesson.  Blazers should be worn over 
the top of the PE kit.  Our full uniform policy, including our expectations regarding nail varnish and jewellery, 
can be viewed here.  The only hooded tops permitted in school are those outlined in the PE kit list.  School 
shoes should be worn on non-PE days.  
 
Face Coverings 
 
The re-opening guidance received from the Government has indicated that face coverings (masks) must be 
worn in classrooms where social distancing cannot be maintained.   This will be reviewed at Easter.  Students 
will require a face covering which will need to be worn throughout the day.   Where students are outside at 
break and lunch time they will be able to remove their face covering but should try to maintain a distance 
from their friends.  
 
A very small number of students may be exempt. The government has refined the list of exemptions for 
schools and identified these students as:  
 

• Those that cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical 
impairment or disability, illness or mental health difficulties. 

•   Those who speak to, or provide help to, someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound 
or facial expressions to communicate. 

 
A small number of children who are exempt have chosen to wear an exemption lanyard which helps to 
prevent them being challenged.  If you think your son or daughter may be exempt please discuss this with 
his/her Climate for Learning Leader in the first instance.  
 
The wearing of visors or face shields is not permitted under the Government guidance and useful guidance 
about how to remove face coverings safely can be found here: 
 
Whilst this will prove a challenge for all of us in our school community we understand it will bring some 
peace of mind to parents that students are both affording greater protection to themselves as well as 
protecting others.  
 
Behaviour  
 
To maintain the usual good order and safety of all the school community, the school will maintain its very 
high expectations in terms of behaviour from the outset.  To enable all students to understand what will be 
expected of them and how they can contribute to the smooth running of the new arrangements outlined in 
this letter, we have devised two easy to follow sets of guidance: ‘Four by Four’ and ‘Bubble Basics’.  These 
can be found in the updated Behaviour Policy which can be found here on the school website and will be 
shared with students at the start of term. 
 
Class Charts 
 
Thank you for all your support with Class Charts over the last few months. We are continuing to develop 
how we use Class Charts and introducing new features as they come online.  

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/School-Uniform-2020-21.pdf
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Face_coverings_in_education_-_March_2021.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19-and-masks-tips-families#checklist
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Behaviour-Policy-with-CV19-Addendum-September-2020.pdf
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Catering 
 
There will be no catering provision for students in Years 7-10 during morning break and students should 
bring a snack to school.  In terms of lunch, two ‘bubbles’ will have their lunch at the same time (in separate 
dining spaces) for 30 minutes as set out below: 
 

Year Group  Lunch Session  Times  Dining Room  Outdoor Space  Wet Lunch  

Year 7  2nd lunch  
12.55pm to 
1.25pm  

Green  MUGA Left  
Common 
Room  

Year 8  2nd lunch  
12.55pm to 
1.25pm  

White  MUGA Right  C11 / C12  

Year 9  1st lunch  
12.25pm to 
12.55pm  

Green  MUGA Left  A12 / A13  

Year 10  1st lunch  
12.25pm to 
12.55pm  

White  MUGA Right  
Dance Studio / 
A3  

Year 11  3rd Lunch  
1.25pm to 
1.55pm  

Green  MUGA Left  P10 / P11  

Years 12 & 13  3rd lunch  
1.25pm to 
1.55pm  

White  MUGA Right  Gym  

 
Students may wish to take advantage of our new outdoor seating area and bring a packed lunch to school.  
 
Mobile phones 
 
We will be reintroducing our ‘gate to gate’ policy for mobile phones to be switched off during the school 
day.  We would very much welcome your support with the policy and would ask that if you need to contact 
your son or daughter you do so through the main office or on the understanding that the message won’t 
be looked at until the end of the day.   We appreciate this may take a few days to get used to so from the 
week commencing 15 March any student found to have their phone switched on will have their phone 
confiscated until the end of the day and be sanctioned though Class Charts.  Students must also remove 
headphones at the gate. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs K Blanchard 
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral Care and Welfare) 


