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12 March 2021 
 
To students in Years 10, 11 and 13 and their parents 
 
 

 
Dear Students and Parents 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
As promised in my letter dated 26 February, I am writing to share some further detail about 
the approach we are taking at Formby High School to ensure that all our students receive 
fair and accurate grades this Summer.  I enclose with this letter an infographic that 
summarises our approach and the principles by which we will be guided.  In addition, I have 
prepared a short video (click here to access) which talks through the infographic.  I would 
really encourage you to watch it (only five minutes) and hope that you find the information 
helpful and reassuring.  
 
The decision to cancel examinations this summer has provided us with an opportunity to 
think very carefully about how we can best assess students to ensure they receive the grades 
they deserve.  We are very aware that, due to the amount of time missed from school over 
the last 12 months, students have not completed some of their courses and teachers have 
not had the opportunity to build up a fully representative body of assessment evidence.  With 
this in mind, we have devised a plan for the next three months that will allow students to 
complete assessment tasks in all of their subjects to demonstrate to their teachers the 
standard at which they are working.   
 
The assessments that students complete will be based on actual GCSE, A Level or Vocational 
and Technical Qualification (VTQ) questions, assessing a broad range of knowledge and skills 
but focusing on aspects of the specifications that students have had the opportunity to learn 
well.  Due to the unique nature of each subject, assessment materials will be used in different 
ways across the curriculum and there will varying approaches to how students are prepared 
for their assessments.  We will, of course, make sure that students are well supported in their 
preparation for assessments in all subjects. 
 
Assessments will commence after the Easter break.  To support students in preparing, I know 
their teachers will provide them with very focused revision lists/tasks and signposts to 
appropriate revision resources and materials.   
 
I will provide further information over the next few weeks and teachers will be speaking with 
students about assessment plans during lessons.  If you have any queries, please feel free to 
get in touch. 
 
We are very aware that students are venturing into unknown and uncertain territory and with 
this, inevitably, comes anxiety.  I would like to assure you that we will do our very best to 
support all of our students through the next few months and please do not hesitate to get in 
touch if you have any concerns about your child’s well-being. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 

https://www.loom.com/share/d12d9addf1184b6eba4aa86f0a45c418

