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Dear Parent 
 
Here we are at the end of the first half of the Spring term and approaching almost a full year 
since the pandemic began in the UK.  The impact of the pandemic has been far-reaching, 
not just geographically, but on the lives and livelihoods of so many.  However, with 
vaccination programmes now well underway and, thankfully, infection rates tracking in a 
more positive direction, we can begin to look forward with a little more hope and optimism. 
 
Half Term Holiday  

The half term holiday is next week (15 to 19 February 2021) and there will be no Open School 
provision during this week.  As outlined in my last letter, whilst our published term dates 
announced that Monday 22 February was an INSET (staff only) day, we have decided to 
reschedule this to later in the school year (date to be confirmed) to provide time for staff to 
work on summer 2021 grading.  Spring term will, therefore, resume for staff and students on 
Monday 22 February 2021. 
 
Grading of GCSEs, A Levels and VTQs 

The Ofqual / DfE consultation on grading closed on Friday 29 January.  The feedback from 
the consultation is currently being digested and I understand that an announcement about 
how grades will be determined will be made early next half term.  As soon as we receive 
information, I will share it with students and parents of the relevant year groups.  
 
Re-opening of Schools 

The Prime Minister has confirmed that he will announce further information about plans for 
the re-opening of schools as soon as he is able to do so and with a promise of at least two 
weeks’ notice.  I will, of course, write to you with full details as soon as we receive them.   
 
Open School 

Open School for children of critical workers and vulnerable children will continue after half 
term and the booking link for the period 22 February to 5 March 2021 has been sent to the 
relevant parents by ParentMail.  Government guidance states that parents who are critical 
workers should keep their children at home if they can.  To help us prevent Open School 
becoming overwhelmed, please consider very carefully if your child(ren) can safely stay at 
home and only book a place if absolutely necessary.  Where we have concerns that students 
are vulnerable we will continue to work with parents to ensure attendance at Open School.   
 
Finally, I would like to wish all our families a restful half term break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 


