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8 January 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I thought it would be helpful to write to provide some updates as we reach the end of 
our first week of lockdown. 
 
Examinations  

In his announcement to Parliament on Wednesday, the Secretary of State for Education 
announced that GCSE and A Level examinations would not take place this summer and 
students will receive grades based on teacher assessments.  I understand that the 
Department for Education, Ofqual and the examination boards are currently working on 
the detail of this process and I would expect to receive more information over the course 
of the next week or so which will be shared with you accordingly.  We are also awaiting 
clarification regarding plans for assessment in Vocational and Technical Qualifications 
(VTQs).  In the meantime, I understand that students who were due to sit public 
examinations this year will feel anxious and quite uncertain about what the future may 
bring.  We have been assured that students will receive fair results and I ask that all of 
Years 11 and 13 and those who are due to take Religious Studies in Year 10 try to remain 
as focussed as possible and continue to engage with remote learning as the work 
undertaken over the course of the coming months may very well contribute to final 
grades. 
 
Remote Learning 

As outlined in my letter at the start of this week, we have been reviewing our approach 
to remote learning.  From next week some live lessons will begin to be delivered via 
Microsoft Teams for all year groups and subjects across the curriculum.  Whilst some 
teachers have experience of delivering in this way, this is a new approach for most and 
it will take time for teachers and students to get used to a different way of working.  The 
build-up of live lessons will be gradual and we are working towards approximately 50% 
of teaching and learning being delivered in this way.  To support students in 
understanding our expectations, we have developed a Live Lessons Protocol which is 
included in this letter and are developing the Remote Classroom page of the school 
website to reflect this change.  Whilst I am sure that you and your child(ren) will welcome 
this development, I ask that you are patient whilst live lessons are established and you 
spend time discussing the Live Lessons Protocol with your son/daughter to ensure they 
are very clear on the part they have to play. 
 
From Monday 11 January, links to live lessons and other Remote Classroom work will be 
set for all students by their teachers using Class Charts (approximately five hours per 
day).  It is really important that students and parents regularly checking Class Charts to 
ensure they access work that has been set, live lesson links and other announcements.  If 
you or your child are unable to access Class Charts or if he/she is not able to log on to 
the S Drive, please email enquiries@formbyhighschool.com to make us aware. 

mailto:enquiries@formbyhighschool.com


Formby High School 
                                                                        ‘Determined to Achieve’ 

 

Access to Data 

The Government announced this week that additional mobile network data can be made available to 
students of families who do not have fixed broadband at home, cannot afford additional data for their 
devices or are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education.  If you believe this may apply to you, 
please contact Mrs Wake (Associate Senior Leader) by email at a.wake@formbyhighschool.com. 

 
FHS Covid-19 Test Centre  

We are really pleased that the school’s test centre opened on Thursday this week and has been testing staff 
and students attending Open School.  We have created a Test Centre area of the school website and ask 
that you take the time to have a look. 

 
Open School 

Next week we will open the Eventbrite booking system for weeks beginning 18 and 25 January 2021.  In 
Government guidance issued to schools yesterday, it made it clear that parents who are critical workers 
should keep their children at home if they can.  To help us prevent Open School becoming overwhelmed, 
please consider very carefully if your child(ren) can safely stay at home and only book a place if absolutely 
necessary.  Where we have concerns that students are vulnerable we will continue to work with parents to 
ensure attendance at Open School.   
 
Please could students attending Open School bring a set of headphones (wired) to enable engagement 
in live lessons.  All Open School lessons will be scheduled in ICT suites from next week to enable students 
to access live lessons and other work set on Class Charts. 
 
School Books 

I was really pleased that nearly two thirds of students in Years 7-11 visited school this week to collect their 
exercise books.  For those who have not done so yet, they will be available for collection during next 
week.  Students collecting books should sign in at reception on arrival and ensure they are wearing a face 
mask. 
 
ParentMail 

We have been made aware that some users of Gmail may not be receiving ParentMail messages.  This is 
believed to relate to an update applied by Google in mid-December which resulted in emails from 
ParentMail being blocked.  We have put guidance on our website here as to how this can be rectified 
within your Gmail settings.  If you continue to experience problems, please contact the school via 
admin@formbyhighschool.com.  

 
I hope you have a restful weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
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