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Dear Parent 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday evening, I am writing to provide 
some clarification on a range of important matters: 
 
GCSE / A Level Examinations (Summer) 

The Government has announced that GCSE and A Level examinations will not take place 
in their planned format this summer and has advised Ofqual (examinations regulator) to 
determine how students’ grades will be fairly awarded.  Whilst I understand this creates 
uncertainty and anxiety, there is little more I am able to share at this stage.  I have advised 
all teachers to continue to deliver the content within each subject specification and to 
work with students on completing any outstanding coursework.  It is important that 
students continue to progress their way through their courses so they are well prepared 
for any possible announcements regarding how they will be assessed. 
 
Vocational and Technical Qualification (VTQ) Examinations 

We have received confirmation that BTEC and OCR examinations scheduled to take over 
the next week for Year 11 and Year 13 students will go ahead as planned.  The 
examinations have been relocated to school and Mrs Hiller (Examinations and Data 
Manager) will contact parents and students regarding arrangements. 
 
Remote Learning 

Mindful of the possible length of this current lockdown, we are currently reviewing our 
approach to remote learning to ensure students continue to receive access to high 
quality teaching and learning whilst studying from home, and we take full advantage of 
the technology at our disposal.  We are still in the process of finalising our remote 
provision and I will write again with more detailed information before the end of this 
week.  
  
Exercise Books 

Students’ exercise books will be available to collect from school towards the end of this 
week so they can be used to complete work during the closure period.  At the same 
time, students will be able to collect new exercise books if required.  A message will be 
sent by ParentMail and Class Charts with further information regarding collection 
arrangements. 
 
‘Open School’ Uniform Expectations 

Those students attending Open School must wear either their full school uniform or their 
PE kit with blazer.  They must ensure they have all the equipment required for a full day 
of learning in school. 
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Laptop/Wi-Fi Provision 

Given the focus on online learning, we want to ensure that all families have a laptop computer and Wi-Fi 
access.  We currently have a supply of hardware in school to distribute as needed.  If you require the use of 
a school laptop or dongle (Wi-Fi access), please contact Mrs Wake (Associate Senior Leader) by email at 
a.wake@formbyhighschool.com or by telephone on 01704 873100. 
 
Lateral Flow Device Testing 

Despite the school closure, we are proceeding with setting up our on-site testing centre which will be used 
to test students and staff who are in school during the ‘closure period’ and will be deployed to carry out 
mass testing in readiness for students across all year groups returning post-lockdown. 
 
Contact with School 

If you have any concerns, particularly of a safeguarding or well-being nature, or require support during the 
period when school will not be fully open, please do not hesitate to get in touch as members of staff will 
be available to assist.  Please feel free to contact school by telephone (01704 873100) or email 
(enquiries@formbyhighschool.com).  Alternatively, you may wish to send a message to Mrs Taylor (Pastoral 
Support Manager) who is contactable on 07753 219456. 
 
Lockdown Measures 

I would like to draw your attention to the new lockdown measures that become law from tomorrow.  You 
will all be aware of the great strain that the NHS is under and the risk that the new Covid variant presents, 
in particular to the most vulnerable.  Please do spend time discussing the importance of following these 
new measures with your child(ren). 
 
I trust the information set out above is helpful.  Please feel free to make contact with school 
(enquiries@formbyhighschool.com) if you require any further information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
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