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Dear Parent 
 
RE: Year 13 PPEs move to 22 March 2021 
 
As we complete a challenging but successful term, I wanted to inform you of a significant 
change to our internal assessment schedule. 
 
Following consultation with colleagues, and taking into consideration a number of significant 
factors, we have decided to shift the planned PPEs that were scheduled for January to March. 
There are a number of reasons for this change, one of the most important being that the full 
examinations in Summer have been pushed back further into June, principally to allow for 
further teaching to take place. Consequently it makes sense for us to take advantage of this 
delay to cover more of the content of the specifications. 
 
Secondly, in the expectation that restrictions will have eased as we progress through the year, 
the students will be able to sit their internal assessments as a cohort in the Sports Hall; by 
doing so they will gain a more realistic experience of the challenges of performing under 
controlled conditions in this environment. 
 
The final reason for this decision is that by scheduling the PPEs at a later date teachers will be 
far better informed in terms of setting mock papers that accurately reflect the proposed 
changes to the final exams. You may be aware that Ofqual have indicated some subject areas 
will, for example, be advised of specific content to be tested while in others the candidates will 
be provided with formula sheets. Such adjustments may well continue as the academic year 
rolls on. It is essential, therefore, that our PPEs are credible and represent as far as possible 
the format of these external assessments. 
 
I would strongly encourage our students to enjoy the festivities, refuel their batteries and have 
a good rest in the knowledge that any academic commitments be given to coursework, 
ongoing assignments or reviewing content as opposed to preparing for exams in January. In 
doing so may I thank you, as ever, for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr M O’Shaughnessy 
Director of Sixth Form 


