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Dear Parent 
 
I was hoping to write a brief note today to wish you and your families a very merry and 
safe Christmas.  Government announcements over the 48 hours dictate, however, that 
this letter will have a little more substance!  You will find below important information 
regarding these announcements and how we intend to respond.  At this stage, we are 
working with very limited information and I will write with further detail as and when it 
becomes available. 
 
Government Announcements 

Yesterday the Government declared that secondary schools and colleges will have a 
staggered start to Spring term with students in Years 11 and 13 attending school as 
normal and onsite provision being offered to children of critical workers and vulnerable 
students.  The reason for doing this is to enable schools, if they wish to do so, to 
administer Covid-19 tests (lateral flow tests) to students and staff in readiness for their 
return to school.  Earlier in the week, the Government set out plans for schools to set up 
long term testing bases on site to enable them to administer ‘routine’ of staff members 
and daily testing to students and staff who have been in close contact with someone who 
has tested positive for Covid-19 to prevent the need to self-isolate. 
 
Testing 

At this stage we know very little about the Government’s plans for testing and I will share 
further detail in due course.  Testing will be administered using the lateral flow test and 
it is a voluntary process although we strongly encourage your child(ren)’s participation.  
You will be required to give your consent and I ask for your support in ensuring any 
consent forms that need to be completed are returned as quickly as possible.  I am not 
certain when testing will be available at Formby High School – it will very much be 
dependent upon the availability of guidance from the Government and the logistics 
involved in delivering the programme. 
 
Arrangements for the Staggered Start to Spring Term 

The new school term will begin on Tuesday 5 January 2021 for all staff and students and 
arrangements are as follows: 
 
On-Site Provision for Years 11 and 13 
Students in Years 11 and 13 will attend school as normal from Tuesday 5 January 2021.  
They should follow their normal timetable (Week 2) and the usual ‘bubble’ arrangements 
which have been in place throughout the Autumn term.  Lunch will be provided in the 
dining room and students will have an opportunity to purchase a snack at morning break 
(Year 11) or during the day from the Sixth Form Coffee Shop (Year 13).  
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Open School 
‘Open School’ provision will be available for students identified as vulnerable and children of critical workers 
(all year groups).  Open School will run between 9am and 3pm daily and students will follow Remote 
Classroom work set by their teachers with staff support and supervision.  I have written a separate letter to 
parents earlier today requesting the prompt completion of an online survey so that we can ensure our 
records of critical worker parents are up to date and accurate.  This survey must be completed by midday 
on Monday 21 December.  Eligible parents will then receive further information on how to book places for 
their child(ren) in for Open School during week commencing Tuesday 5 January 2021.  Attendance is not 
mandatory and places will only be available via this booking system so that the school can ensure the 
appropriate staffing and safety measures are in place.  Parents and carers of our more vulnerable students 
who we feel would benefit from attending school will be contacted directly.  School meals will be provided 
for those students attending Open School. 
 
Remote Classroom 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 will remain at home between Tuesday 5 and Friday 8 January 2021 and 
complete work using Remote Classroom (unless they have booked a place at Open School).  All work will 
be set by class teachers using Class Charts and students will be provided with approximately 45-50 minutes 
of school work to complete, reflecting the subjects on their timetable.  If students have queries regarding 
their school work they should contact their teachers using the Class Charts messenger service.  All students 
eligible for Free School Meals who are learning from home between 5-8 January will receive vouchers/food 
parcels. 
 
Current guidelines confirm that all students will return to school as normal on Monday 11 January 2021 and 
students who do not attend school between 5-8 January will have their register marked with a X code which 
does not count towards their attendance. 
 
Safeguarding 

If any families have concerns about the welfare or well-being of their child whilst they are working from 
home during the first week of term, please feel free to contact school by telephone (01704 873100) or email 
(enquiries@formbyhighschool.com).  Alternatively, you may wish to send a message to Mrs Taylor (Pastoral 
Support Manager) who is contactable on 07753 219456. 
 
There is still a lot more the school needs to do to plan for the safe return of staff and students in January 
2021. I would ask for your full support in helping us with this planning by watching out for school 
communications via ParentMail and responding to any requests for information as soon as possible. 
 
Whilst logistically challenging, the advent of ‘mass testing’ in schools and the rollout of vaccines gives us 
hope that 2021 will bring some positivity as the effects of this devastating virus begin to ease.  Until these 
measures are in place, please do continue to follow the Government’s guidance to help us all stay safe and 
minimise the impact on our school community, the vulnerable and our vital NHS services. 
 
Have a Merry Little Christmas! 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
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