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Dear Parents  

 

As of midnight on 21 September 2020, Merseyside and Lancashire were escalated to ‘areas 

of intervention’ by the Government and further national measures were introduced on 24 

September 2020.  The following new restrictions are now in place: 
 

 residents in our local area must not socialise with other people outside of their 

own households or support bubble in private homes and gardens 

 hospitality for food and drink will be restricted to table service only 

 late night operating hours will be restricted, with leisure and entertainment 

venues, including restaurants, pubs, and cinemas, required to close between 

10pm to 5am 

 residents in our local area are also advised to adhere to the following guidance to 

further reduce rates of infection: 

o only to use public transport for essential purposes, such as travelling to 

school or work 

o avoid attending amateur and semi-professional sporting events as 

spectators 
 

Whilst these new restrictions do not change the way the school is currently operating, we 

have been advised by the Government to prepare for different measures which may have to 

be implemented at school as a consequence of the local lockdown.  The purpose of this letter 

is to reassure you that the school has worked very hard to ensure that appropriate plans are 

in place to address these possible scenarios.   

 

The school has planned for different levels of response (known as ‘tiers’) that will be 

implemented dependent upon the extent of local lockdown.  A summary of each ‘tier’ 

appears below: 
 

Tier One 

All schools remain open and continue to allow all students to attend 

with face coverings being worn when students and staff move 

around the premises. 

Tier Two 
Schools introduce a rota system whereby some students are 

educated in school and others receive their education remotely. 

Tier Three 
Schools are open to selected year groups only, with students in all 

other year groups educated remotely. 

Tier Four 
Schools are closed to students from all year groups with all students 

accessing their education remotely. 
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For Tiers Two, Three and Four, ‘Open School’ provision will be available for all vulnerable students and children 

of critical workers.  For further detail on the planning that has been undertaken, please refer to the ‘School Plan 

for National Tiers of Response’ document on the school website. 
 

In addition to the above, I would ask that you please take note of the following: 
 

 Only those with Covid-19 symptoms should seek a test (and remain at home for 10 days or until a 

negative test result is confirmed); anyone in the same household as the person displaying symptoms 

must self-isolate for 14 days but should not seek a test unless symptoms present.   

 Please ensure your child packs his/her face mask for school each day and wears it if travelling to and 

from school by public transport.   

 Please discuss with your child the importance of following the ‘rule of six’ when outside school.   

 If your son/daughter is absent from school, you should report his/her absence using the student 

absence line (01704 873100 - Option 1 for Years 7-11 and Option 2 for Years 12 and 13).  Please do 

not use email to report student absences.  If the absence is Covid-19 related, please provide the 

appropriate details. 

 For any other enquiries, you should contact the school by telephone (01704 873100) or by email at 

enquiries@formbyhighschool.com / sixthform@formbyhighschool.com.  Please avoid using the Class 

Charts messaging service which is primarily designed for students to contact their teachers. 

 On days that students have PE, they should wear their PE kit and blazer to school. 

 

In the event of a positive case in school, as defined in our September Reopening Plan and Risk Assessment, we 

will work with Public Health England to put the necessary measures in place.  In the event of the need for all 

students within a year group to be sent home to self-isolate, we will notify parents via ParentMail TEXT and post 

an announcement on the school website.  In such an event, we will work with local transport providers, releasing 

students in a staggered manner to avoid congregation at bus stops or train stations.  Further details about 

actions that school will take in this situation can be found in the appendix to the ‘School Plan for National Tiers 

of Response’ referred to above.  During this week we have had to respond to a very small number of 

cases/suspected cases in Year 13 and have managed it in a way that has minimised the impact on the wider 

school community. 

 

NHS Covid-19 App 

The new NHS Covid-19 app has just been launched as part of the NHS Test and Trace service.  The app is now 

available to download (for people aged 16 and over only) and allows users to report symptoms, order a 

Coronavirus test, check in to venues by scanning a QR code, and helps the NHS trace individuals that have 

Coronavirus.  Please click here for more information about the app which we would encourage you consider for 

your own use and for students currently in Sixth Form. 

 

Finally, please find enclosed with this letter a copy of a communication from NHS Test and Trace addressed to 

all parents. 

 

I trust this information is helpful. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

D A Mackenzie 

Headteacher 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/school-plan-for-national-tiers-of-response-sept-2020-1.pdf
mailto:enquiries@formbyhighschool.com
mailto:sixthform@formbyhighschool.com
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NHS-Covid-19-App.pdf


 
 

 
 
 
 

         
 

 

23 September 2020 

Dear parents and guardians, 

This is an important letter to share some information on how we can work together to make 
sure we can continue to give children and young people the best education in the safest 
way possible. 

One important part of ensuring the safety and wellbeing of pupils, students, parents and our 
communities is testing for coronavirus. We all have a duty to make sure that the right 
people have access to get tested at the right time. Every time a test is used inappropriately, 
a person with Covid-19 symptoms may miss out on getting tested. 

Therefore, I ask that you all follow these principles: 

▪ You should only book a test if your child has any of these three coronavirus 
symptoms:  

1. a high temperature: any new high temperature where your child feels hot 
to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to measure the 
temperature) 
 

2. a new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours  
 

3. a loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss of 
smell or taste or things smell and taste different to normal 

 

▪ Your child does not need a test if they have a runny nose, are  sneezing or 
feeling unwell but do not have a temperature, cough or loss of, or change in, 
sense of smell or taste because these are not normally symptoms of coronavirus.  

▪ If you are unsure about whether to get a test, please check the official list of 
symptoms on the NHS website, which is reviewed regularly: 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

▪ Only the person with symptoms should get a test. You do not need to get a test 
for anyone else in the household unless they also have any of the three 
symptoms listed above. All members of the household need to self-isolate whilst 
waiting for the test result. 

  

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


▪ If the person with symptoms’ test comes back positive, other members of their 
household should continue self-isolating for 14 days and only get a test if they 
develop coronavirus symptoms. 

▪ If a pupil or student in a class or bubble tests positive for coronavirus, anyone 
who is advised to self-isolate does not require a test unless they 
subsequently develop symptoms. 

No one else in the same class or bubble as the symptomatic person needs to take any 
action unless advised by the school or college. Schools and colleges have detailed 
guidance and access to a Department for Education and Public Health England helpline for 
advice and support. 

Contacts of a person who has tested positive must follow the guidance carefully and in full, 
which means they must stay at home for 14 days. This is because it can take several days 
following contact with an infected person before an individual develops symptoms or the 
virus can be detected. Students should only book a test if they get symptoms. 

The NHS has produced some guidance to help parents understand when their child can 
and cannot attend school which you may find useful: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-
body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/  

It is vital for children and young people’s learning and future opportunities that they are able 
to return to school and college. It is therefore vitally important that all we work together and 
do our bit to make this possible. 
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Professor Viv Bennett CBE  
 

Chief Nurse and Director Maternity and 
Early Years | Public Health England 

 
 

Dr Susan Hopkins 
 

Interim Chief Medical Officer |  
NHS Test & Trace 

 
Deputy Director | Public Health England 

 
Consultant in Infectious Diseases & 

Microbiology 
Royal Free, London 

 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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