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Dear Parent 
 

As the curtain descends on the most unusual of school years, I wanted to write you a 

brief letter.   

 

I had the following quote shared with me recently, taken from In Desert and Wilderness, 

a children’s novel written by a Polish author called Henryk Sienkiewicz which tells of an 

epic journey by two children, aged eight and 14.   

 

“In the presence of the storm, thunderbolts, hurricane, rain, darkness, and the lions, 

which might be concealed but a few paces away, he felt disarmed and helpless.” 

 

I felt this perfectly captured the last few months when at times we have probably all felt, 

like the child in the story, somewhat disarmed and helpless.  We have, however, 

negotiated ‘the storm’ and reached the end of term in good shape – this is in no small 

part due to the contribution parents have made to support Remote Classroom and 

ensure that the guidance and structure school provides for learning has been replicated 

so effectively at home.  This has, undoubtedly, helped our students to achieve really high 

levels of engagement with their learning from home.  Thank you for investing the time 

you have in your child’s education – it will pay dividends further down the line.  Thank 

you also for the kindness, support and words of encouragement you have provided 

during the closure period.  I have been overwhelmed by the letters and messages I have 

received and they do make a difference. 

 

Not just surviving but succeeding during recent months has required a collective 

effort.  In addition to thanking you for your ongoing support, I would like to thank all of 

our students.  Last week I was inundated by emails from students in Years 7 and 8 who 

shared with me their best work from the ‘Liverpool Inspires’ project they have just 

completed.  The quality of their work, as well as their enthusiasm and pride, was great 

to experience.  I would encourage you to have a look at some of the recent posts on the 

school’s Twitter feed which give a flavour of some of the extra-curricular engagement, 

particularly in the Creative Arts that has continued throughout this term.  I would like to 

say a very big well done to everybody in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12, and I look forward to 

celebrating GCSE and A Level results with our Year 11 and 13 students in a few weeks’ 

time. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henryk_Sienkiewicz
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I’ll finish by thanking the school’s teachers and support staff who have adapted so brilliantly to doing their 

jobs remotely by providing exceptional teaching, pastoral care and support to our students.  I know they 

enjoyed having the opportunity to meet face-to-face with students in Years 10 and 12 this half term and are 

looking forward to having all year groups return in September. 

 

Over the next few weeks, you will receive a detailed letter outlining arrangements for the school’s full 

reopening.  In the meantime, I hope you and your families have a restful and thoroughly deserved summer 

break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

D A Mackenzie 

Headteacher 


