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They were all born in
1948 - the year the
National Health
Service (NHS) was
launched.

This week, the NHS
celebrated its 72nd

birthday.



For more information about the factors contributing to the

establishment on the NHS, watch this video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adKM3cZV5oE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adKM3cZV5oE


The NHS was founded on the 
principle that good healthcare 
should be available to all, 
regardless of wealth.

The NHS was founded on three core 
principles: 
1. That it meet the needs of 
everyone; 
2. That it be free at the point of
delivery; 
3. That it be based on clinical need, 
not ability to pay.



Aneurin Bevan (Minister for
Health) in Atlee’s post-war
government remained
committed to his belief that
illness was an undeserved
misfortune and was reported as
saying:

‘Illness is neither an indulgence
for which people have to pay,
nor an offence for which they
should be penalised, but a
misfortune the cost of which
should be shared by the
community.’



When 13-year-old Sylvia Diggory (nee Beckingham) was 
admitted to a Manchester hospital with a liver condition 

in
1948, she became the first patient to be treated by the 

NHS.



NHS staff 72 years later, still using their expertise to 
medically assist those needing it, caring ‘from cradle to 

grave’.



• In comparison with the healthcare systems of ten other

countries (Australia, Canada, France, Germany,

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland

and USA) the NHS was found to be the most impressive

overall by the Commonwealth Fund in 2017.

• The NHS deals with over 1 million patients every 36 hours.

• The NHS is the fifth largest employer in the world, behind

McDonalds, Walmart, the US Department of Defence and

China’s People’s Liberation Army.



The celebration echoed the clap for carers, in which millions of
people applauded outside their homes every Thursday evening
for 10 weeks in appreciation of frontline doctors, nurses and
care home staff caring during the Coronavirus pandemic.

The Prince of Wales tells us more here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=47&v=pobB
dFGQzc8&feature=emb_logo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=47&v=pobBdFGQzc8&feature=emb_logo


• On Saturday night, public buildings including the Royal
Albert Hall, Blackpool Tower and the Shard were lit up
blue in tribute to the NHS.

• A Spitfire with the message “Thank U NHS” painted on its
underside flew over several NHS hospitals in the east of
the country, finishing over Cambridge.

• A minute’s silence has also been held in remembrance of
those who have died during the coronavirus pandemic.



• The NHS is the health service that everybody in the UK can use when they

become ill or injured, to help them to get better.

• It is ‘free at the point of use’, which means that people can be treated for free

when they are ill.

• It is paid for through taxes, which is money that UK adults pay to the

government.

• The NHS includes doctors, nurses, surgeons, ambulance drivers, opticians,

paramedics, midwives, psychologists and all sorts of other people whose job

it is to make sure that people stay healthy.

• It started in 1948, because the government believed that everyone should be

able to get healthcare, no matter how little money they had.

• Before the NHS was set up, people would usually have to pay to get help if

they became ill.

• Everyone currently living in the UK can use the NHS if they are ill.



‘With lockdown measures being eased this weekend, here are our top tips to 

make sure you and your family can stay safe while getting on with day to day 

activities:

• Keep your distance from people outside your household and try and stay two 

metres apart at all times.

• Continue to wash your hands well and regularly for 20 seconds, use sanitiser

when outside your home and avoid touching your face.

• Avoid crowded spaces and plan ahead when you can to avoid travelling on public 

transport at peak times.

• Wearing a face covering is now compulsory on public transport and, if you 

can, wear one in other enclosed public spaces, such as shops. Read our advice on 

how to wear and make your own face covering at home.





Step into the NHS offers careers information and advice on the wide range
of career opportunities within the NHS, including finding work experience and 

jobs.

Interested?

https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/secondary-schools

https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/secondary-schools


Have the courage to believe in yourself and the confidence to persevere through all 
challenges.

Have the strength of your convictions but recognise your mistakes.

Be ambitious yet humble.

Express originality in everything you do.

Stand up and speak out for what is right.

Respect yourself and others, and show tolerance, empathy and compassion to those 
around you.

Be committed to learning and determined to achieve.


