




• Several important events 
took place in 1969.

• One of the most well 
documented pieces of 
history was the first human 
moon landing which took 
place on 20th July 1969…

• Perhaps less well 
documented, some three 
weeks earlier, were the 
remarkable actions of a few 
changed the course of 
history for many, forever.



• The Stonewall Inn, was and still is a 
bar in Greenwich Village in New York 
City.

• It was like any other except that 
most people who went there were 
LGBT+

• In 1969, it was illegal for men to have 
relationships with other men.

• It was also illegal to wear more than 
three items of clothing that were 
“not appropriate for your gender”!

• The Stonewall Inn provided a safe 
space where members of the LGBT+ 
community could truly be 
themselves. 



• However, due to the 
discriminatory laws 
which existed, bars 
such as the 
Stonewall Inn were 
subject to police 
raids

• On 28th June 1969 in 
the early hours of 
the morning there 
was a police raid.

• But this time, people 
in the Stonewall Inn 
started to fight back 
and a riot ensued.



Some suggest that a lesbian called 
Storme Delaverie incited the riots, 
after punching a police officer who 

had hit her with a baton.

Others suggest it was a trans 
women called Marsha P Johnson, 

who threw her shoe, or a brick 
and that action started the riot.



• It doesn’t really matter who 
incited the riot…

• What matters is how an 
oppressed and vilified 
community stood together and in 
doing so changed the course of 
history for the LGBT+ community 
forever.

• Exactly one year on, in 1970, the 
Stonewall Riots were 
remembered in a parade on 
Christopher Street (the location 
of the Stonewall Inn).

• This was the worlds first PRIDE 
event.



• The UK’s first Pride event took place in 1972 in London.

• The feel of pride was very much about LGBT+ people and their allies demanding better 
treatment for the community in the future.



• Pride events now normally celebrate love, uniqueness and diversity.

• They can often be a display of how far we have come.



• 51 years on from the Stonewall Riots, the landscape has changed significantly for the 
LGBT+ community in the UK:



• In 78 countries it is still illegal to gay.

• In 8 of these countries the punishment for being LGBT+ is the 
death penalty.

• In our own country, homophobia is still present regardless of 
legal changes.

• There were recent challenges to the governments decision to 
teach about LGBT+ families in school which led to protests 
taking place outside primary schools in the Midlands.

• In a high-profile incident last year a lesbian couple were 
attacked by teenage boys on a bus in London.

• 1 in 5 LGBT+ people say they have experienced a hate crime 
because of their sexual orientation.

• Using derogatory language is still prevalent in this country 
such as “so gay”, “faggot” or “it’s gay”.

The table shows 
homophobic crimes in 
London alone. You can 

see they have increased 
every year…



• Similarly to our assemblies on Black Lives Matter, the most important thing you can do is 
be an ALLY of the LGBT+ community.

• Think about your choice of language. 

• Avoid being ignorant of the plight of others.

• Help to make our school a safe environment which is free of LGBT+ bullying and 
discrimination.



• Visit the website below which is a ‘virtual’ museum dedicated to the story of the 
Stonewall Riots … (the image is hyperlinked so just click it and it will take you there)

https://stonewallforever.org/


Have the courage to believe in yourself and the confidence to persevere through all challenges.

Have the strength of your convictions but recognize your mistakes.

Be ambitious yet humble.

Express originality in everything you do.

Stand up and speak out for what is right.

Respect yourself and others, and show tolerance, empathy and compassion to those around you.

Be committed to learning and determined to achieve.


