




•On May 25th, an unarmed black man called 
George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis by a white 
policeman who pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck 
for almost nine minutes.

• The incident was recorded, and Floyd can be 
heard telling the officer that he was unable to 
breathe. 

• Three other officers looked on and did not 
intervene.

• The police officer was later arrested and charged, 
but Floyd’s death has sparked outrage in America 
causing protests and looting across several states.

• The Mayor of Minneapolis, Jacob Frey, gave a 
press conference the next morning speaking 
bluntly about the injustices that exist in America.

“Being black in 
America should 
not be a death 

sentence.”

“What we saw 
is horrible, 
completely 
and utterly 

messed up.”

“What we’ve seen is 
the result of built up 
anger and sadness. It 
has been ingrained in 
our black community, 

not because of five 
minutes of horror but 

400 years”



What did Jacob Frey mean?

•Well, there has been a long journey to civil rights for black 
Americans dating from 1864 in which injustice has 
continually been demonstrated.

• Be it through education, housing and employment 
inequalities or more directly through institutional racism, 
state segregation and stereotyping.

• The murder of George Floyd at the hands of the US police 
is sadly not a one-off incident.

• The sign displayed by one protestor shows a list of some 
other black Americans who have lost their lives in a similar 
way.

• Following a spate of high-profile incidents in 2015, the 
Black Lives Matter civil rights organisation was formed.



• In 2016, American footballer Colin Kaepernick took to his 
knee during the American national anthem in protest of 
racial inequality and police brutality in the USA.

• His protest was met with criticism at the time led by 
President Trump. 

•Many did not see the link between his action and the 
unjust killings of black Americans at the hands of law 
enforcement.

• After the 2016 season, Kaepernick’s football team dropped 
him, and NO OTHER TEAM has signed him since – all 
because of his protest before the games that season.

• Given how George Floyd lost his life, many have been 
asking the question; “Do you understand now?”



• Riots broke out in more than 75 cities following Floyd’s death 
and have lasted over six days.

• Many of the riots started as peaceful protests.

• The police have used tactics such as battery rams and rubber 
bullets against protestors.

• Similar protests took place across the UK and in Germany.









• You might be thinking at this point – that’s America though so why does it matter to us…?

•Well, injustice ANYWHERE is a threat to justice EVERYWHERE (Martin Luther King Jr).

• If you aren’t angry having considered the injustice in America, then you aren’t paying 
attention.

• Racism is sadly still something many people experience in our own country.

•We must be the difference; how can we do that? Quite simply BE AN ALLY…



There is lots you can watch and read if you are interested in knowing more about the topic 
of today’s assembly…



Continue to keep
your eye on the

news – learn from 
what you are 

seeing. 

Please continue to
stand up and speak
out when you see

injustice in the 
world we live.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIuSLBX74Ac


Have the courage to believe in yourself and the confidence to persevere through all challenges.

Have the strength of your convictions but recognize your mistakes.

Be ambitious yet humble.

Express originality in everything you do.

Stand up and speak out for what is right.

Respect yourself and others, and show tolerance, empathy and compassion to those around you.

Be committed to learning and determined to achieve.


