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Dear Parent 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well and managing to make the best of 

these unusual and challenging times.  I wanted to write to you to share some important 

updates in light of recent announcements by the government. 

 

Plans for re-opening schools 

You will no doubt be aware from the Prime Minister’s announcement on Sunday 

evening that conditional plans are underway for the phased re-opening of schools, 

starting with some primary school children in early June.  For the secondary sector, the 

Government’s expectation is that schools offer ‘some face to face support’ for students 

in Years 10 and 12 who are due to be sitting external examinations next year, subject 

to the national alert levels indicating that it is safe to do so.  On the basis of the 

information we have received from the government, we are beginning the process of 

planning to give Years 10 and 12 students the opportunity for some face to face 

interaction with their teachers.  Whilst not in a position to share specific details at this 

time, and not yet certain that it will go ahead, I can assure you that we will take a 

measured approach that addresses the safety and welfare concerns that you, our 

students and staff, and the wider community may have.  I am very aware that many 

students and their parents, and indeed staff, will be anxious about returning to school.  

We do not envisage students returning on a full time basis and will manage the process 

very carefully to ensure social distancing and other health and safety measures are fully 

enacted.  Our overriding priority is to make sure students and staff feel safe and are 

kept safe if and when they return. 

 

To assist with the planning process, I should be grateful if parents of students in Years 

10 and 12 would take a few minutes to complete this survey (please click here to open).  

 

Remote Classroom 

In the meantime, Remote Classroom will continue for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 until the 

half term break begins on Friday 22 May 2020 and will recommence on Monday 1 June 

2020.   

I want to thank you very much for all the support you have provided in ensuring that 

your child’s learning has continued during the closure period as, I know from personal 

experience, that it is not easy for parents.  I am very grateful for the feedback we have 

received which has enabled us to review and, hopefully, improve the quality of the 

work your child receives.  If you have any concerns or would like to provide feedback 

on Remote Classroom, please do contact us. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y10and12ParentSurvey
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Shortly, Mr O’Shaughnessy (Director of Sixth Form) will be writing to Year 11 students and their parents 

to introduce them to a broad range of resources for students to access to help bridge the gap between 

GCSEs and post-16 study. 

 

Exercise books 

If your child needs any new exercise books, they can be collected from the entrance foyer at school 

during normal school hours. 

 

Year 10 calculated grades 

I can confirm that Year 10 students who were due to sit GCSE examinations in Religious Studies and 

Astronomy this summer will be awarded a calculated grade by the examination board.  The grade will be 

based on their teachers’ assessment of the most likely grade they would have achieved had they sat the 

examinations this summer and will be informed by a wide range of data that teachers have at their 

disposal.  Students will receive their grades on Thursday 20 August 2020.  Mrs Wake (Associate Senior 

Leader and Curriculum Leader for RAVE) has written to Year 10 parents providing full information. 

 

Well-being 

I would like to draw your attention to FocusOn...Well-being, our weekly well-being newsletter that can be 

found on the school website (please click here to access).  In the same area of the website, there is also a 

wealth of other information and resources to support the well-being and mental health of students and 

their parents.  Finally, I would encourage you to take a look at the exceptional artwork that our GCSE and 

A Level students have produced during the lockdown period which can be found in the news section of 

our website here. 

 

I trust this information is helpful and if you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

With very best wishes. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 

Headteacher 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/focuson-well-being/
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/category/news/

