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Dear Students and Parents 
 
Information has been released today by Ofqual and the Department for Education 
regarding the calculated grades that students will receive for GCSEs, A Levels and the 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).   
 

I have summarised below the process that will be used: 
 

• Teachers will be asked provide teacher assessed grades for each student they 
teach using the available body of evidence; for example, performance in 
classwork, homework, pre-public examinations, other assignments / assessed 
work, coursework and/or practical examination components completed before 
the school closure. 

• Schools will be required to submit teacher assessed grades by the end of May 
2020 at the earliest. 

• The grades submitted will be what teachers believe to be the most likely that 
students would have achieved if they had sat the examinations, taking into 
account access arrangements (for example, extra time) or any special 
consideration for students where relevant. 

• Schools will not be expected to submit evidence to the examination boards to 
support their assessments.   

• As the Head of Centre, I will be required to confirm that the teacher assessed 
grades are a true representation of student performance. 

• Ofqual is currently working with the examination boards to devise a 
standardisation process.  The purpose of this is to ensure that grades are 
awarded fairly across all schools.  As part of this process, the examination 
boards will take into consideration the prior attainment of the cohort (Key 
Stage 2 SATs score for Year 11 and GCSE results for Year 13), national 
expectations for this year’s Year 11 and Year 13 cohorts and the historic 
performance of students at the school in GCSEs and A Levels. 

• Students can expect to receive their calculated grades by the published A 
Level and GCSE results days in August 2020 at the latest (earlier if possible). 

• Students results will be presented to them in the format that would have been 
used had they taken examinations (ie, results sheets and certificates). 

• It is not possible for school to share teacher assessed grades with students. 

• There will be an appeals process for students who disagree with the calculated 
grade(s) they have received.  Ofqual is currently developing this with the 
examination boards. 

• Whilst very little detail has been published about this currently, students will 
have the opportunity to sit GCSE or A Level examinations in Autumn 2020 or 
Summer 2021.  If they do, they will have both a calculated grade and an 
examination grade.  One will not replace the other. 
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At this stage, the Government has not yet announced the exact process that will be used for grading 
vocational qualifications (BTEC, etc) although the principles are likely to be similar.  The grading process 
for these courses will be announced after the Easter break. 
 
To further assist your understanding, please find links below to the guidance for teachers, students, 
parents and carers that has been published by Ofqual and a letter to students from Sally Collier, Ofqual’s 
Chief Regulator. 
 
Guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers 
 
Ofqual letter to students 
 
I trust this is helpful to you in explaining the process that will be used to determine calculated 
grades.  From the outset, the Government stated that they wanted to ensure that all students receive fair 
results and none are disadvantaged by this process.  I can give you an assurance that your teachers will 
work to the very best of their ability and professionalism to ensure that accurate, fair and evidence based 
teacher assessments are used to determine the calculated grades that will be issued in August. 
 
More information will be provided after the Easter break.  In the meantime, if you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf

