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Dear Parents 
 
Albeit in quite unusual circumstances, I would like to welcome you and our students 
‘back to school’ for the Summer term.  I hope you have all had the opportunity to take 
a break over the Easter period and are refreshed and ready for the term ahead.  I 
wanted to use this letter to share some important information with you about ‘Remote 
Classroom’ and calculated grades. 
 
‘Remote Classroom’ 

Quite when the school closure will end I do not know and, whilst there has been plenty 
from the media, any speculation on a return to school date would be both futile and 
unhelpful.  In the meantime, we will continue to operate our ‘Remote Classroom’ and I 
am very grateful to all parents for the support they have provided with this process.  
We have sought feedback from students, parents and teachers at the end of last term 
and, as a consequence, have made a few changes to our approach. 
 
All work will be set for students using Class Charts and will arrive via their teacher(s) for 
each subject.  If you have not yet set up the Class Charts parent app I would ask that 
you do so as it will help you to monitor the work that your child(ren) has to complete 
and provide support to enable deadlines for completing and submitting work to be 
met.  We are able to reissue log in credentials and assist you with setting up and 
navigating the parent app.  Please just email d.mcmanus@formbyhighschool.com. 
 
Students in Years 7 and 8 will be set about 30 minutes of work to complete for each 
lesson on their timetable.  For students in other year groups, this will increase to about 
40 minutes.  Unless a teacher directs otherwise, work should be completed in exercise 
books.  If your child(ren) require replacement exercise books they can be collected 
from the school entrance foyer between 9:00am and 11:00am each school day (without 
needing to see a member of staff).  Students should take responsibility for completing 
work to the best of their ability and if they have difficulties they should seek support 
from their teacher by emailing using the email address list on the school website. 
 
This term, teachers have been asked to give thought to how they can provide more 
teaching input to students.  This might be in the form of a PowerPoint presentation 
with a voice over, a ‘homemade’ video, an instruction sheet that provides clearly 
explained steps or an audio clip produced by the teacher.  The purpose of doing this is 
to support students as best as possible to understand new concepts, ideas or subject 
specific language.  Whilst there is no substitute for the teacher being in the room, this 
will hopefully provide the next best alternative!  We appreciate how much students 
value the teaching they receive which is why it is important that teachers focus on 
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preparing resources that allow students to be taught new content remotely.  To enable them to do this, 
teachers will provide detailed feedback to students on a piece of work only once for each subject during 
this half term.  Your son/daughter may be asked to submit other work which will be acknowledged by the 
teacher but will not be marked in detail.  From now, students will be asked to submit work primarily using 
Class Charts. 
 
During this half term, we will follow up with students and parents if work is not submitted and I ask that 
you please view this as a support mechanism.  I know Mr Cook sent out a summary of remote working 
guidance to parents and students on Monday of this week, but if you have any queries at all regarding 
‘Remote Classroom’ or require any assistance in supporting your child, please feel free to contact us so 
we can assist in any way possible.  Rest assured, though, you are doing a great job! 
 
Calculated Grades 

The process of providing teacher assessments to examination boards to enable the generation of 
calculated grades for GCSEs, A Levels and vocational qualifications begins this week.  Teachers will base 
their judgements on the broad range of information they have available and their judgements will be 
carefully considered and evidence based.  More information regarding grading will be shared with 
students and their parents once it is made available.  In the meantime, students in Years 11 and 13 do not 
need to submit further work to support teachers in making their assessment and they should have 
confidence that the grades they will be awarded this summer will be a fair reflection of their effort and 
ability.  The government has announced that results will be issued to students on the originally declared 
examination results days: 
 

• Year 13 – Thursday 13 August 2020 
• Year 11 – Thursday 20 August 2020 

 
Whilst not yet confirmed, I have reason to believe that students in Year 10 who were due to take their 
GCSE Religious Studies examinations this summer will also be awarded calculated grades based on their 
teacher’s assessment.  As and when this decision is ratified by Ofqual, further information will be provided 
to students and their parents.  In the meantime, students should continue to complete any Religious 
Studies work set by their teachers. 
 
Other Support 
I am very aware that many families, particularly with elderly loved ones, will be personally affected by 
Covid-19 and the strain on those working on the front line and their families will be great.  Please be 
aware that school is here to offer support in whatever way you feel we can – please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch.  
 
To finish on an uplifting note I wanted to share with you that Mrs Eastwood, one of our first aiders, has 
answered the NHS’s call to arms and returned to nursing.  With many years’ experience as a cardiac 
intensive care nurse, she has been deployed to the Coronary Care Unit at Southport Hospital.  I would like 
to applaud her courage and that of all our parents and other members of the school community who are 
working in health and social care.  Keep up the unbelievable work!  The FHS ‘virtual choir’ has released 
their version of Coldplay’s Fix You in their honour.  Please take a few minutes to listen to listen to it here. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Mrs O’Sullivan who gave birth to a happy and healthy baby boy during the 
Easter break. 
 
I would like to offer you my very best wishes and thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/O2wBx3agRzk

