
 

Headteacher: 
Mr D A Mackenzie 

BA (Hons) NPQH 
 

Freshfield Road 
Formby 

Liverpool 
L37 3HW 

 
01704 873100  

 
enquiries@ 

formbyhighschool.com 
 

www. 
formbyhighschool.com 

 
@FormbyHigh 

 
 
 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

Formby High School is a 
Limited Company registered in 

 England and Wales under 
Company No. 7724342 

 

Formby High School 
‘Determined to Achieve’ 
 

DMA/LFO 

 

13 March 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
RE:  CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 
 
I am writing to update you on how we intend to respond to the unfolding situation 
regarding Coronavirus Covid-19.  Our priority is to attempt to minimise the spread of 
the virus throughout the school community and to ensure as little disruption as 
possible, particularly for students who are due to take public examinations in May and 
June 2020. 
 
Hand and Respiratory Hygiene 
It goes without saying that hand and respiratory hygiene is fundamental to preventing 
the virus spreading.  All students should use tissues to catch a sneeze or cough and 
wash their hands on a regular basis throughout the school day using soap and hot 
water.  This is particularly important on arrival at school and before they purchase food 
to eat in the dining room at morning break and lunchtime.  To supplement this, we 
have located hand sanitiser dispensers around school, including in all ICT rooms and 
workshops. 
 
Self-Imposed Isolation 
In accordance with the government’s latest advice, if your child is experiencing a ‘new, 
continuous’ cough or high temperature please do not send him / her into school for 
seven days.  Similarly, we will contact you and ask you to collect your child from school 
if he / she presents with symptoms to the First Aid room. 
 
Beginning of the School Day 
In order to limit the students’ contact with one another as much as practicable we are 
going to make a change to the beginning of the school day.  From Monday 16 March, 
students should arrive in school in time for Period One which begins at 9.10am.  
Students do not need to attend their tutor period and will be given a present mark and 
receive any important notices from their teacher during Period One.  Whilst this 
temporary change is in place, there will be no year group assemblies.  This will also 
provide some time each morning to organise work to be delivered to classes in the 
event of teachers being absent from school. 
 
Staff Absence 
In the event of high levels of staff and student absence from school over the coming 
weeks we will implement a range of measures, including collapsing elements of the 
timetable and redeploying teachers to prioritise the teaching of students for whom 
public examinations are imminent.  
 
Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations and Work Experience 
We have taken the decision to postpone pre-public examinations for students in Year 
10 that were due to take place next week.   These will be delayed until after the GCSE  
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and A Level examinations have taken place in the summer term.  However, some subjects (for example, 
Religious Studies) may decide to carry out assessments within lessons and teachers will inform students if 
this is the case.  Similarly, Year 10 work experience which is scheduled to take place during week 
beginning Monday 23 March will be postponed.  Several employers have already made us aware that they 
are unwilling to host students in the current climate and that is likely to increase over the next few days.  
Whilst students will be disappointed, we feel it will help in controlling, to some extent, with whom they 
come into contact and may reduce the likelihood of them developing Covid-19 and being contagious.  If 
possible, we will look to reschedule work experience later during the school year and we will contact all 
employers to inform them of our decision. 
 
Year 9 Subject Consultation Evening 
For Year 9 parents, the Subject Consultation Evening planned for 26 March 2020 has been postponed 
until further notice. 
 
Public Examinations 
I am aware that many students who have important GCSE and A Level examinations will be anxious about 
how they will be affected by Covid-19.  At this stage, the guidance from Ofqual (the examinations 
regulator) is for students to continue to prepare as normal.  Ofqual is working with the Department for 
Education and the examination boards to plan for a range of scenarios and has commented that the 
priority is to ensure fairness and minimise disruption to students. When further information is 
communicated to schools I will, of course, share this with students and their parents. 
 
School Trips and Events 
Whilst the government is keen for schools to remain open they have advised against school trips 
overseas.  I am aware that we have two overseas trips scheduled for the remainder of this school year 
(Year 10 History trip to Berlin and Year 12 cultural trip to Krakow).  At present, we are awaiting further 
information regarding the length of the ban to determine whether these trips will be affected.  Further 
information will be provided to the parents of students participating in these trips in due course.  We will 
review whether other school trips and events will go ahead on a case by case basis. 
 
Food Service 
Whilst we are currently available to maintain a full dining room service for students before school, during 
morning break and lunchtime, this may change in the future if members of the catering team are unable 
to attend work.  It may be necessary in the coming weeks for students to bring a packed lunch to school. 
 
I trust the information outlined in this letter is helpful and that you will understand the rationale behind 
the measures we have taken.  I will write again in the near future to provide further updates but if, in the 
meantime, you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate person in school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
 

 

 


