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Dear Parent 
 
RE: IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING YEAR 10 

 
I am writing to inform you about a number of key events taking place over the coming months. 

 

Year 10 Diary Dates 

Monday 16 March to Friday 20 March Pre-Public Examinations 

Monday 23 March to Friday 27 March Work Experience Week 

Wednesday 1 April ‘Road to Success’ Raising Achievement Evening 

Monday 11 May 1.15pm GCSE Religious Studies Paper 1 (1h 45m) 

Friday 15 May Year 10 Reports to Parents 

Tuesday 19 May 1.15pm GCSE Religious Studies Paper 2 (1h 45m) 

Thursday 20 August GCSE Results Day 

 

Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) 

The Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) will take place in all subjects between Monday 16 

March and Friday 20 March 2020.  Examinations will typically take place during Periods 1 and 2 

for a morning session and start at the beginning of Period 4 for afternoon session. Students will 

be expected to be in school all week, and will attend lessons when not in examinations. These 

lessons, however, will be used for revision and will be supervised by the relevant class teacher. 

Students will only be allowed to leave school following the end of an examination if it finishes 

part-way through Period 5.  Full information, including a timetable, will be provided nearer the 

time, although I would like to emphasise the importance of these examinations in helping 

students prepare for the demanding nature of the final examinations in 2021. 

 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Students will be embarking on a week’s work experience between Monday 23 March and Friday 

27 March.  This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to develop important skills, gain an 

understanding of a work place and an appreciation of the expectations that employers hold.  I 

would encourage all students to make the most of their experience and to use it as a tool to 

reflect on their future aspirations.  All students should have a placement organised by now and if 

you have any concerns, or experience any difficulties, please contact Mrs Hannaway. 

 

GCSE Examinations 

In May 2020 your son/daughter will sit external GCSE examinations in Religious Studies.  The 

dates of the examinations are set out above and we would ask that you please avoid any planned 

absences on or around these dates.  As both examinations are in the afternoon, students are 

granted permission to study at home during the morning.   

 



Formby High School 
                                                                        ‘Determined to Achieve’ 

 

 

GCSEPod 

A number of students are still to register with GCSEpod, a fantastic resource giving the students access to 

thousands of hours of professionally produced, audio-visual content, linked to all the GCSE examinations they will 

sit.  I would encourage anyone, if they have not already done so, to sign up for this resource via ParentPay. The cost 

for Year 10 students is £20 which will give them access until the end of their GCSE courses. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

It is clear that excellent levels of attendance and punctuality are a must during this crucial period.  It is essential that 

your son/daughter attends as many lessons as possible and we would ask that non-urgent medical appointments do 

not take place during the school day. I would also point out that the school cannot authorise holidays during term 

time.  We actively discourage parents from taking their son/daughter out of school at all, unless in exceptional 

circumstances, as every missed lesson has a detrimental effect on students’ learning. 

 

Emotional Well-being 

At Formby High School, the aim is to promote positive mental health for every member of our student body. I 

appreciate that examinations create increased levels of anxiety in a number of students and our aim is to support 

both them and parents by helping to prevent serious problems developing, wherever possible.  If your son/daughter 

is feeling anxious about the examinations I would encourage him/her to speak with me, their form tutor or a member 

of the Pastoral Support Team. 

 

‘Road to Success’ Raising Achievement Evening  

The evening will take place on Wednesday 1 April and is for parents and carers only.  More information about the 

event will be provided nearer the time. 

 

I am certain that, with your support, we will ensure your child achieves his/her potential and would like to thank you 

for your continuing support with these matters.  If you have any concerns or require further feedback, please contact 

Mr Lucas, Climate for Learning Leader. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Mr P Slater 
Assistant Headteacher 
(Curriculum and Student Achievement) 
 
 
 

 
REPLY SLIP 

 

Year 10 Important Information (Spring 2020) 
 

Please complete and return to Mr Lucas by 14 February 2020 
 

 
 Student Name:………………………………………………………   Tutor Group:………. 
 
 

             I have received and read the letter containing important information about Year 10 
 
    I will be attending the ‘Road to Success’ Raising Achievement Evening on 1 April 

   
 
Signed:…………………………………………………………..…. (Parent)   Date:……………….. 

 


