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MISSION STATEMENT

We are determined to achieve the highest standards
in everything that we do.

Aims:  Believing that every child matters, we will:

• ensure that all students are able to achieve their academic potential

• provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum with an international

dimension

• foster a love of learning and inquiry

• encourage and develop individual talent and creativity

• provide a safe and pleasant environment for effective learning

• foster self-esteem, mutual respect and good behaviour

• promote inter-cultural understanding and a world citizen perspective

• prepare students for the responsibilities of adult life and work

in a global economy

• maintain effective links with our partners, especially parents

• encourage physical, social and mental well-being



Determination to achieve the highest standards in everything we

do is not just a motto but a way of life at Formby High School.

We recognise that success is not confined to academic

achievement. Finding the resilience to overcome personal

obstacles, representing the school at sport, confronting your fears

when stepping out on the stage for the first time, having the

courage to speak out for what you believe is right, and making

friends and memories that will stay with you for life are all as

important as achieving academic success.

Yes, academic excellence is crucial and we are committed to

helping every student push their personal boundaries and reach

or exceed their potential. We are equally committed, though, to

ensuring that their experience at Formby High School is one of

opportunity, happiness, challenge and high aspiration.

We want our students to leave with the knowledge, skills,

confidence and self-awareness that will prepare them well for the

challenges, opportunities and uncertainties of later life.
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High Achievement
through High
Aspirations
Formby High School is not an exam factory but we do expect

the best from every student. We recognise that each individual’s

strengths and needs are different, and we seek to support and

challenge all students to achieve their personal best.

Our sustained record of high academic achievement stems from

high aspirations and we enjoy an impressive record of success

at GCSE and A Level. Each year, the overwhelming majority of

students achieve excellent GCSE results. In 2019, for example,

83% of students achieved at least a grade 4 in both of their new

more challenging English and Mathematics GCSEs.

At A Level, most Sixth Form students attain results that enable

them to progress to study at some of the country’s most

prestigious universities. In 2019 students achieved an overall

pass rate of 98%, with nearly half of all A Levels graded A* to B,

which places the school alongside the highest performing

schools in the region. In BTEC qualifications, 50% of students

achieved Distinction* or Distinction.  In 2019, four students were

successful in gaining places at ‘Oxbridge’ and a further four have

progressed from Formby High School to study Medicine or

Veterinary Science at university.

'From a shy and insecure 11 year old, my daughter has blossomed into a confident and assured young woman who is ready to take
on the world!  This would not have happened without the dedication and expertise of the staff at Formby High.  It is the nurturing

of the whole child that sets Formby High apart and makes it the outstanding school it is.’ (Year 13 Parent)
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Curriculum
Students follow a broad two year Key Stage Three

curriculum that prioritises developing the knowledge, skills

and understanding to prepare them for the challenges of

GCSEs. At Key Stage Four they follow one of our diverse

curriculum pathways and have the opportunity to specialise

by choosing from a wide range of GCSE subjects and

vocational courses. Formby High School is fully inclusive,

offering a curriculum that meets the needs of each

individual and enables every student to succeed. Students

will be inspired by their teachers and, through their

learning in all subjects, will develop creative flair,

confidence and enquiring minds.

‘A happy learning community in which all students are helped to develop into exceptionally mature,
confident and articulate young people, who achieve outstandingly well.’ (Ofsted) 
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‘I have been delighted with the induction and transition support from the school.  Expectations are high and teachers care.
  My son was nervous about coming to high school but has settled in well.  When we visit school the site is immaculate

and we are always made to feel welcome and part of the FHS team.’ (Year 7 Parent)
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Well-being and Pastoral Care
We take great pride in the pastoral care provided to all students. Establishing positive relationships and

knowing every child are central to ensuring excellent care, guidance and support. From the outset, students

are placed in a smaller than average tutor group and retain the same form tutor until they finish Year 11.

Further care is provided by the Climate for Learning Leader assigned to each year group and our exceptional

Pastoral Support Team. We also recognise the impact of peer mentoring and have a team of Young Leaders

who are trained to support fellow students. Much time and energy is invested in ensuring students are well-

informed to make positive lifestyle choices and supported to confront the challenges that teenage life

presents, and we believe that this is most effective when working in close partnership with parents.

Second best in terms of behaviour will not be accepted and every student is expected to work hard, respect

him or herself and respect others. The calm and responsible manner in which our students behave contributes

to the positive learning climate in lessons and safe environment throughout school.



‘Students learn to express themselves with maturity and reflect
with great maturity on their feelings and experiences.’ (Ofsted)
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Every child a leader
Developing the next generation of leaders is part of the

school’s responsibility and there are ample opportunities

for students to take on the challenge of leadership.

Opportunities include election to the School Parliament

or Junior Leadership Team, participation in the Duke of

Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, or nomination as a Sports

Leader, Creative Ambassador or Peer Leader. Leadership,

though, is for everybody and not just the chosen few. We

recognise students who show leadership by going ‘above

and beyond’ and setting a positive example to others on

a day to day basis through our rewards system that allows

students to work towards bronze, silver, gold, platinum

badges and gain entry to the prestigious ‘250 Club’.

Furthermore, in Year 7 students will develop their

leadership through completing ‘Flying Start’, our newly

introduced accredited character education programme.

We are very proud of our students who leave Formby High

School as young adults equipped with the skills,

qualifications, determination and confidence to succeed in

life, and make a difference to the communities they serve.



‘The rich variety of extra-curricular activities is a strength, including sports and many opportunities
to participate in very high quality musical, drama and dance performances.’ (Ofsted)
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Learning beyond
the classroom
Taking part in activities outside the classroom is a great way for

students to build positive relationships, develop self-esteem

and lead an active and healthy lifestyle. The commitment of

our students to the extra-curricular programme and the high

standards they display demonstrate that the school’s mission

‘determined to achieve’ resonates way beyond their academic

work. In 2018 Formby High School was named national

‘Creative School of the Year’ by the Times Education

Supplement and later in 2018 we achieved Artsmark Platinum.

This national recognition of our exceptional provision in the arts

is a huge honour and validation of the importance of creativity

in all its forms at Formby High School.  In sport, the school has

recently achieved a remarkable ‘treble’ by receiving the

Association for PE Quality Mark with Distinction, the School

Games Platinum Award and being highly commended in the

Secondary School of the Year category at the 2019 Sefton

Sports Awards. In 2018-19, over 150 students participated in

the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award schemeat Bronze, Silver or

Gold. Our ‘Creative Ambassadors’ and Performing Arts

students are engaged in Arts Council England’s Arts Award

across the school at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels.  In addition,

there are many other activities that take place during lunchtime

or after school throughout the week, including Chess Club,

STEM Club, Science Club and Humanities Club.
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The world’s your limit!
Bringing learning to life is vital to capturing our students’ interests and cementing their understanding. Each

year, students visit local, national and international places of interest. The range of educational visits is

diverse and we seek to be inclusive in giving every child the opportunity to participate in trips out of school.

Opportunities include sports tours, cultural visits and field work. In addition to local and national trips to

the theatre and museums, students have travelled as far afield as the First World War battlefields of France

and Belgium, Berlin, Krakow in Poland, Italy for skiing, Iceland to study the geographical landscape, the

Caribbean for sporting competition, and Spain and France to enhance the learning of foreign languages.

Our annual Year 7 trip to London is very popular amongst our younger students!



FHS on the
Red Carpet
The school is incredibly proud of the local, regional and
national recognition it has received for hard work and
success both inside and outside the classroom, and within
our wider community. Here is just a selection of the awards
we have received in the past two years alone...

Most Inspirational Secondary School
Educate Awards 2017

Educational Outcomes Award
The Schools Network (SSAT) 2018

Creative School of the Year 
Times Educational Supplement 
(Tes) Awards 2018

Most Inspirational 16-18 Provider
Educate Awards 2018

Artsmark Platinum
Arts Council England 2018

Quality Mark with Distinction
Association for Physical Education 2018

Platinum School Games Mark
Youth Sport Trust 2018

Secondary School of the Year 
Team of the Year 
Junior Sports Personality of the Year 
Sefton Sports Awards 2018



September 2019

Dear Parents

Welcome to Formby High School where high expectations in terms of learning and behaviour means 
that all students flourish.

The school motto is ‘determined to achieve’ and, through hard work, encouragement and the appropriate 
guidance, our young people do achieve academic excellence. They are also challenged to participate 
and excel in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, including the creative arts, sport, community 
service and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Our students’ ambitions and aspirations are nurtured, and 
their pastoral welfare and personal development are at the core of all we do. They follow a curriculum 
that is exciting, engaging and tailored to the needs of each individual; a curriculum that allows all 
students to leave with outstanding qualifications and the confidence and skills required to pursue further 
study or enter the world of work. Students at Formby High School also develop a keen sense of their 
responsibility in shaping a better future for themselves and their community, and are recognised and 
rewarded for the positive contribution they make.

Formby High School is an ‘Outstanding’ (Ofsted, 2008) school. Whilst there is an emphasis on the Creative 
Arts, and the school has a national reputation for exceptional art, music, drama and dance, this is just one 
of many areas where excellence is consistently delivered and the school is very proud to have maintained 
its status as an ‘Outstanding’ school for eleven years. The school is thriving and ambitious in all that 
it does, and has achieved sustained excellence in academic achievement, attendance, behaviour and 
extra-curricular pursuits. Your child will experience an environment which will enable him/her to achieve 
and, whether through the curriculum, enrichment activities or the extensive range of school trips, pursue 
opportunities which he/she will find enjoyable, challenging and highly rewarding. In acknowledgement 
of this, in recent years the school has been very proud to receive a number of prestigious national and 
local awards, including Times Educational Supplement ‘Creative School of the Year’ (2018), Artsmark 
Platinum Award, Association for PE Quality Mark with Distinction and Sefton Sports Awards Secondary 
School of the Year (2018).

Formby High School is privileged to have a highly skilled and committed Board of Governors that 
works tirelessly to support the school and challenge all of us to exceed expectations in all we do. 
The quality and capacity of their involvement with the school has been recognised with the ‘Governor 
Mark’ quality mark.

In entrusting the care and education of your children to us, you will be giving them the opportunity to 
make their own unique contribution to our community and, in turn, to draw on all that we offer to prepare 
them for their journey through life and build character.  I hope you find our prospectus useful and, should 
you wish to do so, you are very welcome to visit the school in person.

Yours sincerely

D A Mackenzie

Headteacher

Headteacher: 
Mr D A Mackenzie 

BA (Hons) NPQH

Freshfield Road
Formby

Liverpool
L37 3HW

01704 873100 

enquiries@
formbyhighschool.com
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Dear Parents

Welcome to Formby High School where high expectations in terms of learning and behaviour means that all
students flourish.

 The school motto is ‘determined to achieve’ and, through hard work, encouragement and the appropriate
guidance, our young people do achieve academic excellence.  They are also challenged to participate and
excel in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, including the performing arts, sport, community service
and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.  Our students’ ambitions and aspirations are nurtured and their
pastoral welfare and personal development is at the core of all we do.  They follow a curriculum that is
exciting, engaging and tailored to the needs of each individual; a curriculum that allows all students to leave
with outstanding qualifications and the confidence and skills required to pursue further study or enter the
world of work.  Students at Formby High School also develop a keen sense of their responsibility in shaping
a better future for themselves and their community.

Formby High School is an ‘Outstanding’ (Ofsted 2008) school with specialisms in the Performing Arts and
Science.  The school has a national reputation for exceptional music, drama and dance and has recently been
awarded Artsmark Gold (2012) for the fourth time.  Most importantly, though, the school provides an
environment which will enable your child to achieve and, whether through the curriculum, enrichment
activities or the extensive range of school trips, pursue opportunities which he/she will find enjoyable,
challenging and highly rewarding.

In entrusting the care and education of your children to us, you will be giving them the opportunity to make
their own unique contribution to our community and, in turn, to draw on all that we offer to prepare them for
their journey through life.  I hope you find our prospectus useful and, should you wish to do so, you are
welcome to visit the school in person.

Yours sincerely

D.A. Mackenzie
Headteacher

Freshfield Road | Formby | Liverpool | L37 3HW | England | UK
Headteacher: Mr D.A. Mackenzie BA (Hons), NPQH
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At Key Stage Four (Years 9, 10 and 11), all students follow a core curriculum of English Language and Literature, Mathematics, 
Science (including the option to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate GCSE subjects), Religious Studies, Physical 
Education, RESPECT and Careers. They choose to follow one of our specialist pathways, incorporating GCSEs and vocational 
qualifications. In addition to the core curriculum, students make GCSE options choices at the end of Year 8 and are currently able 
to select from the range of courses outlined below.  All GCSE examinations are taken at the end of Year 11 with the exception of 
Religious Studies which is completed in Year 10. 

The Curriculum and Extra-Curricular Programme

Formby High School offers a dynamic, diverse and inspiring curriculum for students across all year groups. Our provision
successfully fuses traditional academic rigour with creative and enterprising opportunities, which aim to prepare our students for
exciting and productive futures in an expanding global society. Classroom lessons are enhanced by a series of enrichment
activities as part of our Rainbow Day programme, which seeks to challenge students to explore thematic projects in an
innovative, cross-curricular way, as well as taking part in educational visits and working with visiting practitioners. Students
are also encouraged to develop independent learning and higher-order thinking skills as part of the ‘Script for Life’ and
‘D.I.R.T.’ (Dedicated Improvement & Reflection Time) dimensions.

The Key Stage Three curriculum includes a broad range of subjects taught over a two-week timetable.

Art Design Technology Drama

English Geography History

ICT Mathematics Modern Foreign Languages

Music Physical Education PSHE & Citizenship

Religious & Value Education Science

At Key Stage Four, all students follow a core curriculum of English Language and Literature, Mathematics, Science (including the
option to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate GCSE subjects), Religious Studies and PSHE & Careers.  They are
able to progress through specialist and individual pathways, incorporating GCSEs, vocational qualifications and work related
learning.  In addition to the core curriculum, students are able to choose from the range of courses outlined below.

GCSE Courses Vocational Qualifications

Art & Design
Business & Communication Systems
Dance
Drama
Design Technology
Geography

History
ICT
Modern Foreign Languages
Music
Performing Arts
Physical Education

ICT (OCR Cambridge National Award)
Science (OCR Cambridge National
Award)
Sport (BTEC Level 2)

Formby High School prides itself on the quality and diversity of its extra-curricular programme. Curriculum areas across the
school offer an exciting range of activities at lunchtimes, after school and at weekends to enhance the curriculum provision in
creative, stimulating and challenging ways.

Performing Arts Sport Other Clubs and Societies

Breakdance Group
Dance Club
Dance Masterclass
Drama Productions
Drumworks
G:Force Gospel Choir
G:Force Juniors Choir
Jazzworks
Midnight Voices
Mundo Afrika
N.F.G.
Rock School
SIXX Dance Company
Stringworks
The Works Orchestra
Year 7 Panto
Drama Tech Crew

Athletics
Badminton
Basketball
Cricket
Cross Country
Football
Gymnastics
Handball
Hockey
Netball
Outdoor & Adventure Activities
Rounders
Rugby
Table Tennis
Trampolining
Volleyball

Astronomy
Chess Club
Creative Writing Club
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Science Club

                         

Curriculum/Extra-Curricular

Formby High School offers a diverse and inspiring curriculum for students across all year groups. We aim to prepare our students 
for exciting and productive futures in an expanding global society by providing a curriculum which balances academic rigour 
with creative and enterprising opportunities. Classroom learning is further enhanced by extra-curricular enrichment activities, 
educational visits and work with visiting practitioners. Students are encouraged to develop independent learning and thinking 
skills, and our assessment systems promote the students’ knowledge of subject content and depth of understanding.

The Key Stage Three (Years 7 and 8) curriculum includes a broad range of subjects taught over a two-week timetable: 

Performing Arts 

Creative Ambassadors

Dance Clubs

Dance Masterclasses

Drama Productions

Drama Tech Crew

Highly Strung String Group

Jazzworks Big Band

Keyboard Club

Latin Lunch Samba Band

Mundo Afrika

Music Theatre Company

Percussion

Rock School

The Works Orchestra

U.Dance Companies

Uptown Folk

Voiceworks

Art

Computing

Cooking and Nutrition

Design Thinking

Drama

Business 

Computer Science

Creative iMedia (OCR Cambridge National)

Dance

Drama

Sport 

Athletics

Badminton

Basketball

Cricket

Cross Country

Football

Futsal

Gymnastics

Handball

Hockey

Kinball

Netball

Rounders

Rugby

Table Tennis

Trampolining

Volleyball

English

Geography

History

Mathematics

Modern Languages

Engineering (BTEC Award)

Fine Art

French

Geography

History

Other Clubs and Societies

Art Club

Astronomy

Chess Club

Code-Breaking Club

Creative Writing Club

Culture Club

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

‘Early Bird’ Breakfast Club

Humanities Club

Library

School Parliament & JLT

Science Club

STEM Club

Study+ Homework Club

Music

Physical Education (including Dance)

Religious & Values Education

RESPECT

Science

Hospitality & Catering (WJEC Level 1/2 Award)

Music

Physical Education

Spanish

Students are expected to show a high level of independent commitment to their studies and learning in lessons is complemented 
and extended through a purposeful homework programme.  Students will receive regular and meaningful homework tasks to 
allow them to consolidate their understanding, and discover and learn new information. The school’s fantastic library is open to 
students to complete homework, research or read for pleasure each day during lunchtime and after school.

Formby High School prides itself on the quality and diversity of its extra-curricular programme. Curriculum areas across the 
school offer an exciting range of activities during lunchtimes, after school and at weekends to enhance the curriculum provision 
in creative, stimulating and challenging ways. Students are recognised for their commitment to extra-curricular activities by being 
awarded rewards points on a termly basis.



Formby High School Sixth Form

Formby High School has a vibrant Sixth Form where the majority of its Year 11 students return to study A Levels, Level 3 vocational 
qualifications or a combination of these courses. In addition, each year students join us from many schools across the borough 
and beyond. Indeed, in recent years we have admitted students into Sixth Form from as far afield as Dubai, Italy and the USA. 
The Sixth Form prides itself on its inclusivity, welcoming students from a wide range of backgrounds and encouraging a sense of 
community, both in terms of supporting one another and working with its partners outside school.

The school offers a wide range of courses which are outlined in the table below.

A Level Courses  Level 3 BTEC Qualifications

Ancient History History Computing

Art Mathematics Business Studies

Biology Music Engineering

Chemistry Music Technology Performing Arts (Dance)

English Language and Literature Physics Sport

English Literature Physical Education 

Film Studies Politics Level 3 Cambridge Technical Qualifications

French Religious Studies Digital Media

Further Mathematics Spanish 

Geography Theatre Studies

Standards and expectations are high and students achieve excellent results. Consistently, around half of A Levels are graded at 
A* to B and a high proportion of students achieve Distinction* or Distinction in vocational courses. Students go on to study at 
some of the country’s most prestigious universities. In recent years, a considerable proportion of our leavers have progressed to 
study at the Russell Group universities and some have successfully gained places at Oxford or Cambridge. For those who choose 
not to progress to higher education, they leave well equipped to pursue their chosen pathways such as higher apprenticeships, 
internships or employment.

Facilities for the Sixth Form are excellent and developing all the time. Students are based in a purpose-built Sixth Form Centre 
where they have access to teaching rooms, two multi-media study facilities and a common room that contains the ‘The Ozone’ 
coffee bar which is open from 8.30am each morning. There is Wi-Fi connectivity throughout the building.

Pastoral care is a priority and is overseen by the Director of Sixth Form and two Progress Leaders. All students benefit additionally 
from the advice and guidance of dedicated mentors and regular contact with the school’s independent Careers Advisers. Students 
receive continual support in dealing with the challenges of A Level and vocational study while at the same time preparing for life 
after Sixth Form.

All students are given the opportunity to make the best of their ability and realise their potential. While the majority of students 
study three A Levels or equivalent subjects and continue with these into Year 13, there is provision for individuals to take additional 
courses, particularly if they have aspirations to apply for elite institutions or specialised employment.

The Sixth Form team aims to help students achieve more than just academic success; it places a great emphasis on producing 
articulate, well-informed and caring individuals through offering, amongst other things, a comprehensive enrichment programme. 
The range of enrichment activities has broadened in recent years to give students the opportunity to learn to cook, keep fit through 
sports and dance, and lead performing arts workshops for primary schools. Accredited courses include the Extended Project 
Qualification, Level 3 Core Mathematics, the Community Sports Leader Award and the Arts Award, and we work in partnership 
with Edge Hill University on the delivery of our Tomorrow’s Teachers and Introduction to Psychology programmes.

Finally, students take part in a wide variety of community service and extra-curricular activities. In the past, these have included 
participation in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award, Peer Mentoring and Paired Reading with younger students, and a career 
experience week. In recent years there have also been regular trips to the Russell Group universities, theatre productions, Geneva, 
Iceland and Krakow!

Students’ achievements in their academic and extra-curricular pursuits, as well as their contribution to leadership and the wider 
life of the school, are recognised through the ‘FHSBacc’ that is endorsed by the University of Liverpool.

If you would like to find out more about our Sixth Form you are most welcome to attend our Sixth Form Open Evening on 
Thursday 14 November 2019 or arrange a visit by contacting Sixth Form on 01704 835659 or sixthform@formbyhighschool.com.

Sixth Form



Working in Partnership with Parents

The partnership we enjoy with our parents plays a key role in the success of our students. We believe that students are more 
likely to make progress if parents and teachers work together in the best interests of the student. There are many opportunities 
throughout the school year for parents and the school to be in contact with each other:

• Student Planner – this should be checked weekly by parents and can be used by parents and staff to make comments or write 
a note.

• Subject Consultation Evenings – when all subject teachers are available for consultation. These are held for each year group 
in the school and normally take place from 4:30pm to 7:30pm on a Thursday evening.

• Parent Information Evenings – these take place at important points in your child’s education; for example, when making 
GCSE options choices, when your child is about to take his or her GCSEs or when considering post-16 pathways.

•  Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutors’ – this event provides an opportunity for parents of our new Year 7 students to meet their child’s 
form tutor to discuss ‘settling in’.

•  Reports – parents receive regular reports which provide information about their child’s progress and attitude to learning in 
each subject. In addition, reports contain valuable information about your child’s attendance and Rewards / Behaviour Points 
and some reports include concise written comments from your child’s subject teachers and form tutor.

• Website – this ‘one stop shop’ contains all important school information, regular updates and copies of correspondence to 
parents. The website address is www.formbyhighschool.com.

• Twitter – our twitter feed (@FormbyHigh) provides a useful ‘real time’ update of news and events happening inside and 
outside school.

• Class Charts  – newly introduced in September 2019, Class Charts will allow parents to access ‘live’ information about their 
child(ren)’s attendance, behaviour and homework.

Parents are welcome in school at any time if they wish to discuss any matter that is causing concern; however, we do request that 
you call to make an appointment in advance. We may ask parents to come in if we wish to discuss a student’s progress or behaviour. 
Parents will receive letters home on a regular basis and for some letters we ask that the reply slip is signed and returned to school.

ParentMail®
The school uses ParentMail® to communicate with parents by email and text message in order to limit the costs and environmental 
impact associated with sending paper copies of correspondence home. We ask all parents to sign up to this service in order to 
improve the reliability and speed of communication from the school. Please be assured that ParentMail® is registered with the 
Data Protection Registrar and guarantees that all information you provide will be kept private and will not be passed on to any 
other organisation.

ParentPay®

The school’s method of payment for school meals, trips and events is ParentPay® which enables parents to pay online using a 
credit or debit card. This system is easy to use and offers parents the freedom to make online payments whenever/wherever they 
like with the security of knowing their child will not have to worry about taking money into school. Parents are able to access their 
full payment history and merge accounts if they have more than one child at school.

Times of the School Day
 8:55am -  9:10am Morning registration

   9:10am - 10:10am Period 1

 10:10am - 10:15am Lesson changeover

 10:15am - 11:15am Period 2

 11:15am - 11:30am Morning Break

 11:30am - 12:30pm Period 3

 12:30pm - 1:15pm Lunch (Year 7 at 12:15pm)

 1:15pm - 2:15pm       Period 4

 2:15pm - 2:20pm Lesson changeover

 2:20pm - 3:20pm Period 5*

*We operate a two-week timetable; every alternate Friday (Week 2) school will end at 2:15pm.



Governing Body

Formby High School is proud to have a highly effective Governing Body which is wholly committed to the ongoing success and 

development of the school. This dedicated group of volunteers bring a variety of skills, experience and backgrounds to the work 

of the Governing Body and work tirelessly to support the staff and students in reaching our strategic aims.

Community Governors    Mrs F Grieveson (Chair of Governors)

    Mr A Harris 

    Mrs A Mitchell 

    Mr F Murphy

    Professor K Ridings

    Mrs K Smith

Co-Opted Governors    Dr C Adams

    Mr S Jones

Headteacher     Mr D Mackenzie

Parent Governors    Mr N Adshead

    Mr D Bennett

    Mrs I Jordan

    Mrs M Lucas

Staff Governors     Mrs A Harrison-Forsyth

    Mr G Heatherington

Associate Governors    Mrs A Wake

Clerk to Governors     Mrs L Forster

Friends of Formby High School (FoFHS)

The Friends of Formby High School PTA is thriving. It is an invaluable part of our school life and all parents of students at Formby 

High School are automatically members. A full programme of popular events is arranged each year and a lot of money is raised 

for the school. The Friends of Formby High School plan a number of events and projects to support the continued development 

of the school. Most recently, this has included a significant contribution to the relaunch of our new Library facility which enables 

students to enjoy their love of reading and provides them with a quiet space for revision, reflection and research, and purchase 

of new furniture for the outdoor eating area. Curriculum support has been provided to the English Department for a number 

of GCSE linked theatre in education performances, as well as support for the Dance Department’s ‘Another Place’ site specific 

project and the Duke of Edinburgh Awards programme.



2019/20 Teaching Staff
Mr D Mackenzie BA NPQH Headteacher
Mrs K Blanchard BSc  Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral Care and Welfare)
Mr S Cook BA NPQH FCCT Senior Assistant Headteacher (Teaching, Learning and CPD)
Mrs G Parkinson BSc Assistant Headteacher (Assessment) / Director of Technology
Mr P Slater BA Assistant Headteacher (Student Achievement and Curriculum) 
Mrs A Wake BA Associate Senior Leader (Disadvantaged and Curriculum Enrichment) / Curriculum Leader   
 for Religious and Values Education

Mr R Allan BSc  Subject Leader for Computing
Miss J Atherton BSc  Subject Leader for Core Science
Ms L Barson BSc Science
Mrs S Beaumont MA  English 
Mrs M Bennett BSc Lead Practitioner for Mathematics
Mrs D Billington BSc  Science
Mr E Brindley MSc Physical Education & Mathematics
Mrs C Broomfield BA English
Mrs C Clark BA  Art 
Mr R Collins BA  Subject Leader for Art 
Miss L Craddock MA Modern Languages
Mrs E Dakin BSc  SENCO / Mathematics
Miss B Dilworth BMus Music
Mrs S Earle BA  English 
Mrs G Edey BSc  Climate for Learning Leader (Year 7) / Science 
Mr J Fitzgibbon BA History & Politics
Mr S Gallagher BSc  Geography 
Mrs C Gillespie BA English
Miss C Gilmour BA  Modern Languages 
Mrs C Grant BA  Sixth Form Progress Leader / English
Mrs K Hannaway Physical Education
Miss S Harding BSc Physics
Mrs A Harrison-Forsyth BA  Year 11 Achievement Leader / History & Politics
Mrs V Harrocks MA Community Arts Coordinator / Dance 
Mr G Heatherington  Music Technology 
Miss J Hill BA  Religious and Values Education 
Mrs E Hughes BA  Assistant Curriculum Leader for English 
Mr P Hughes MA English
Mr J Hunt BSc  Physical Education 
Mr S Kaye BSc Subject Leader for Chemistry
Mrs K Kearsley BA RESPECT Coordinator / History
Mrs L Lloyd BDes Food and Nutrition
Ms T Lonsdale BA  Curriculum Leader for Modern Languages
Mr S Lucas BSc Climate for Learning Leader (Year 10) / Physical Education
Miss K MacDougall BA Climate for Learning Leader (Year 9) / English & Film Studies
Mrs A MacDunne MSc Careers Coordinator / Geography
Miss S McCaffery BA Music
Mr D McGuinness BSc Assistant Curriculum Leader for Humanities i/c Geography
Mrs F Melia BA  Curriculum Leader for Physical Education 
Mr P Murphy BSc Computing & ICT
Mr J Nixon BA Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinator / Business Studies & ICT
Mr M O’Shaughnessy BA  Director of Sixth Form / English & Film Studies 
Mrs G O’Sullivan BA  Assistant Curriculum Leader for Physical Education 
Miss S Owens BSc Key Stage 4 Mathematics Coordinator  
Mrs R Palmer BA Mathematics
Mr P Parkinson BA  Curriculum Leader for Humanities i/c History 
Mrs L Perrin BA  Curriculum Leader for English 
Mr S Quayle BSc Geography
Mr S Richards BA  Drama 
Mr D Rigby BSc Sixth Form Progress Leader / Computing & ICT 
Mr N Rooney BA Business Studies & Computing
Mr T Rush BSc Curriculum Leader for Science
Mrs K Stark Food and Nutrition
Mr M Stephens BA English & Religious and Values Education
Miss A Sunners BA  Subject Leader for Drama 
Mr A Symes BSc  Key Stage 3 Mathematics Coordinator / Trainee Teacher Coordinator
Mrs R Thomas BSc Climate for Learning Leader (Year 8) / Mathematics
Miss M Thompson BSc Mathematics



Mrs L Thorne BSc  Subject Leader for Biology 
Miss C Topping BSc Physical Education
Mr L Tynan BA  Subject Leader for Business Studies & ICT
Miss D Wareing BA Subject Leader for Design Thinking
Mrs S Warwick BA Specialist Intervention Teacher 
Mrs J Weaver BA  Drama & Religious and Values Education
Mrs C Whitehead BA Subject Leader for Dance
Mrs C Wilkins BA  Director of Creative Arts i/c Music & Music Technology
Mr A Williams BSc  Subject Leader for Physics 
Mr R Williams BSc Curriculum Leader for Mathematics
Mrs G Wilson BSc Science
Mrs L Wilson MA  Science 

2019/20 Support Staff 
 
Mrs L Ambrose Librarian
Mrs S Baker  Pastoral Support Worker 
Mrs S Bevan BSc Teaching Assistant
Mrs C Bohan  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs A Brooks BA Cover Supervisor
Mrs R Browne  Teaching Assistant 
Miss C Butterworth BA  Examinations & Data Administrator / First Aid 
Mrs S Cain  Administrative Assistant (General Office) 
Mrs H Chignell Teaching Assistant
Mr P Childs Technician (ICT Network)
Miss F Dagnall Technician (Science)
Mr T Damen Caretaker
Mrs E Davies Finance Assistant
Mrs C Duckworth BA Teaching Assistant
Mrs D Eastwood  Administrative Assistant / First Aid
Mrs G Ennis Teaching Assistant
Mrs L Forster CSBM  PA to the Headteacher 
Mrs S Gibbons BA Attendance Assistant
Mrs B Halton BA Sixth Form Learning Mentor
Mrs K Hannaway  Senior Cover Supervisor / Work Experience Coordinator
Mr S Harrison  Caretaker 
Mrs A Hayes Positive Behaviour Support Worker
Mr G Heatherington  Technician (Creative Arts) 
Mrs M Hiller  Examinations & Data Manager
Mrs J Howard BA  Administrative Assistant (General Office) 
Miss O Hunter Administrative Assistant (General Office)
Mrs S Inskip  Finance Assistant
Miss A Johnston  Senior Science Technician 
Miss L Kelly BA Human Resources Officer
Mrs K Kenyon BA  Examinations & Data Administrator 
Mr M Leatherbarrow  ICT Network Manager 
Mrs T Lee Housekeeper
Mrs J Martin BA CSBM  School Events & Projects Coordinator
Mrs D McManus  Administrative Assistant (SEN & School Trips) 
Mrs D Middleton Teaching Assistant
Miss A Mitchell Administrative Assistant (Curriculum & Sixth Form) 
Mrs M Mooney Cleaner
Mrs M Moxon BA Teaching Assistant
Miss S Piggott Cover Supervisor
Mrs L Reevey  Finance Assistant
Mrs K Rhymes BA CIPD Human Resources Assistant
Mrs S Salters  Teaching Assistant 
Mr R Silcock Pastoral Support Worker
Mrs L Smith  Technician (Science)
Mrs K Stark Technician (Technology)
Mrs E Stirling Positive Behaviour Support Worker
Ms S Taylor BA  Pastoral Support Manager
Mrs S Walker BA ACA Finance Manager
Mr I Westall Premises & Facilities Manager



Formby High School - Summer 2019
A Level Results

Subject Entries A* A B C D E U  %A*-B %A*-E 
Ancient History 16 0 1 7 4 3 1 0  50% 100%
Biology 27 2 5 5 6 3 5 1  44% 96%
Chemistry 16 0 6 3 3 2 2 0  56% 100%
Computer Science 11 0 0 2 1 7 1 0  18% 100%
Drama 19 0 0 2 7 6 4 0  11% 100%
English Language & Literature 24 1 1 11 7 4 0 0  54% 100%
English Literature 14 1 2 7 2 1 1 0  71% 100%
Film Studies 11 0 0 3 7 1 0 0  27% 100%
Fine Art 16 3 2 4 5 2 0 0  56% 100%
French 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0  0% 100%
Geography 34 1 4 6 9 11 2 1  32% 97%
History 28 4 8 9 6 1 0 0  75% 100%
Italian 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0  100% 100%
Mathematics 30 0 4 5 7 6 7 1  30% 97%
Mathematics Further 5 0 0 0 1 3 1 0  0% 100%
Music 4 0 0 1 1 2 0 0  25% 100%
Physical Education 16 0 1 6 3 3 1 2  44% 88%
Physics 14 0 1 2 5 5 1 0  21% 100%
Polish 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0  100% 100%
Politics 13 1 0 6 2 3 1 0  54% 100%
Portuguese 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0  0% 100%
Religious Studies 3 0 0 2 1 0 0 0  67% 100%
Spanish 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0  100% 100%
Extended Project Qualification 14 6 5 0 1 1 0 1  79% 93%

Total 322 19 42 83 79 65 28 6  45% 98% 
 

BTEC Level 3 Vocational Qualifications Results

Subject Total D* D M P U    %D*/D %D*-P  
Business 35 1 17 16 1 0    51% 100%
Engineering 15 1 5 8 1 0    40% 100%
Information Technology 26 1 13 11 1 0    54% 100%
Performing Arts (Dance) 4 1 1 2 0 0    50% 100%
Sport 4 0 1 3 0 0    25% 100%

Total 84 4 37 40 3 0    49% 100%  
   



Formby High School - Summer 2019
GCSE Results

Subject Entries 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U %9-7 %9-5 %9-4 %9-1
Art  38 3 8 4 10 7 5 1 0 0 0 39% 84% 97% 100%
Biology 69 5 6 10 11 21 4 4 7 1 0 30% 77% 83% 100%
Business Studies 56 0 1 0 10 16 10 13 5 1 0 2% 48% 66% 100%
Chemistry 59 4 6 8 9 15 14 2 0 0 1 31% 71% 95% 98%
Computer Science 28 0 3 3 4 7 6 4 0 1 0 21% 61% 82% 100%
Dance 7 3 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 57% 100% 100% 100%
Drama 42 2 7 7 7 6 5 5 2 1 0 38% 69% 81% 100%
English Language 162 7 12 13 26 32 47 18 7 0 0 20% 56% 85% 100%
English Language 162 8 13 17 26 40 39 13 6 0 0 23% 64% 88% 100%
English Literature 162 4 9 18 32 42 31 14 8 3 1 19% 65% 84% 99%
Food Technology 17 0 1 2 3 4 5 2 0 0 0 18% 59% 88% 100%
French 9 1 0 1 3 1 1 2 0 0 0 22% 67% 78% 100%
Geography 113 0 8 8 23 29 25 14 6 0 0 14% 60% 82% 100%
History 65 5 6 5 15 15 8 9 2 0 0 25% 71% 83% 100%
Latin (Year 10) 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100% 100% 100% 100%
Mathematics  162 3 12 16 27 39 39 14 4 8 0 19% 60% 84% 100%
Music  14 2 0 1 2 2 3 3 1 0 0 21% 50% 71% 100%
Physical Education 46 1 4 2 8 9 6 15 1 0 0 15% 52% 65% 100%
Physics 59 3 6 6 12 18 12 2 0 0 0 25% 76% 97% 100%
Religious Studies (Year 10) 155 17 19 21 30 31 18 8 7 3 1 37% 76% 88% 99%
Trilogy Science 184 6 3 15 32 48 45 29 4 0 2 13% 57% 81% 99%
Spanish 49 3 3 4 10 12 5 12 0 0 0 20% 65% 76% 100%

Total 1497 70 116 149 275 364 281 166 53 18 5 22% 65% 84% 100% 
            

Subject Entries A* A B C D E F G U  %A*-A %A*-C %A*-G
Astronomy (Year 10) 13 1 5 3 3 1 0 0 0 0  46% 92% 100%
Dutch (Year 10) 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  100% 100% 100%

Total 14 2 5 3 3 1 0 0 0 0  50% 93% 100% 
           

Vocational Qualifications Results
            
Subject Entries D*2 D2 M2 P2 D1 M1 P1 U   %D*2/D2 %D*2-P2 %D*2-P1
Creative iMedia CNAT 39 0 4 15 10 4 4 2 0   10% 74% 100%
Engineering BTEC 36 0 0 1 16 13 5 0 1   0% 47% 97% 

Total 75 0 4 16 26 17 9 2 1   5% 61% 99%



Admission Arrangements

Sefton Local Authority coordinates school admissions on behalf of all schools in Sefton.  As an Academy, Formby High School is its 
own admission authority and determines its own admissions criteria; however, the school has commissioned Sefton Local Authority 
to administer and apply its admissions criteria on behalf of the Governors for admission to Formby High School.

Admission details are included in Sefton Local Authority’s annual admissions publications ‘Sefton Primary & Secondary Schools 
Admissions Information 2020-21’ and ‘Sefton Primary and Secondary Schools - Applying for a School Place 2020-21’ which are 
published on their website in September. Year 6 parents in Sefton will receive confirmation from Sefton Local Authority via their 
primary schools when the information has been published.

* Last place allocated from a higher criterion than distance only.

NB: The above data refers to the school’s admissions number which was 160 for 2014 and 2015. It was increased to 166 for 2016 and increased again to 186 
for 2017 admission.  It has remained at 186 since 2017.

Admission Criteria September 2020
The school has a Planned Admissions Number (PAN) of 186.  In September 2020, the school will admit 186 children aged 11 to Year 7. 

After the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) where the school is named in the plan, and where 
there are more applications than places available, the Admissions criteria listed below will be applied in the following order to 
allocate places:

1. Looked After Children – children and young people (under 18) currently in the care of the Local Authority (or are being provided 
with accommodation by a local authority in England in the exercise of their social services functions) or are subject to a Legal 
Care Order sharing parental responsibility with the LA. This includes children who were previously looked after but ceased to 
be so because they became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. (1)

 A child who appears to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be so as a result of being adopted. A child 
is regarded as having been in state care in a place outside of England if they were accommodated by a Public Authority, a 
religious organisation or any other provider of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society. (1)

2. Sibling – children who have a brother or sister living in the same house who already attends the school, as long as he/she will 
still be at the school in September 2020. Brothers and sisters include step-children, foster children and half-brothers and sisters, 
adopted brothers and sisters or children of the parent/carer’s partner, living in the same family unit at the same address, who 
attend Formby High School, as long as they will be at the school in September 2020. (1)

3. Contributory Primary – children who, at the start of the Spring Term 2020, are on the roll of either: Freshfield Primary School, 
Redgate Primary School or Trinity St Peter’s Church of England Primary School. (1)

4. Children of Staff – where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which the 
admission application for the school is made, and/or where the member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there 
is a demonstrable skill shortage. Parents/carers must state the name of the employee on their application form. Details will be 
validated by the school. (1)

5. Named Areas – other children living in Formby, Hightown or Ince Blundell. (1)

6. Distance – other requests that name the school as a preference. (1)

Tie Breaker Clause
(1) If it is not possible to offer places for all applications within any criteria then priority will be given to those living closest to the school measured by the 
shortest walking distance from the child’s home. We will measure from the property’s address point, to the nearest school gate (using recognised routes 
known to the Local Authority at the time of measurement).

Applications
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How places were allocated on offer day Total at end of
summer term

2017 186 490 186 1/13.4847621476360 188

2018 186 536 186 3/221.0060*441528450 187

2019 186 533 186 3/270.9420*472587360 190

166 1727/301.0130*3014684324811662016

160 0 4 51 56 0 42 7 3.41 4/11 1624341602015
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Freshfield Road, Formby, Liverpool L37 3HW • 01704 873100 •  enquiries@formbyhighschool.com

FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL

@FormbyHighwww.formbyhighschool.com
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