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Dear Parent 
 
I am pleased to welcome your child to school for the beginning of a new year and would 
particularly like to offer a warm welcome to those students and their parents who are 
new to Formby High School. 
 
The school is delighted to be able to celebrate the success of its Year 13 and Year 11 
students in their recent public examinations.  This year, we sent four of our A Level 
cohort off to ‘Oxbridge’ and a further four to study Medicine or Veterinary Science.  I 
was really proud of this group and equally proud of all the others students who achieved 
what they needed to secure university places or met the requirements for other 
pathways they have chosen to pursue.  They were a great bunch with very bright futures 
ahead of them and they progress to the next chapter of their lives with our very best 
wishes.  The GCSE cohort also achieved very well, gaining fair reward for the effort, 
endeavour and engagement demonstrated over the last two years.  We are reaching the 
end of what has been a very long process of change to national qualifications.  Over the 
last three years they have become more demanding and our students have acquitted 
themselves admirably in meeting the challenge.  I was also very pleased with the 
Religious Studies results achieved by Year 10 and I am excited about what they will go 
on to achieve over the next 12 months.   
 
I would like to use this opportunity to provide some important information and updates 
to help you and your son / daughter prepare well for the school year ahead. 
 
Staffing Announcements 

The following appointments have been made for September 2019 and we offer a very 
warm welcome to our new colleagues: 
 

 Mr E Brindley – Teacher of Physical Education / Mathematics 

 Ms G Ennis – Teaching Assistant 

 Mrs B Halton – Sixth Form Learning Mentor 

 Mr P Hughes – Teacher of English 

 Ms S McCaffery – Teacher of Music 

 Mr N Rooney – Teacher of Business Studies and Computing 

 Mr T Rush – Curriculum Leader for Science 

 Mr M Stephens – Teacher of English and Religious Studies 
 

I would also like to welcome back Miss Topping who returns to Formby High School 
following her secondment to a school in Madrid and I am sure you will join me in offering 
my congratulations and best wishes to Mr Cook who celebrated his wedding during the 
summer. 
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Campus Improvement Work 

Two significant projects are due to commence shortly.  We will be building a two classroom extension to P 
Building which will, in time, allow us to remove the mobile classrooms on the front field.  In addition, the 
roofs are due to be replaced on A, L and S Buildings.  This work will be completed in early January 2020 
and will cost in the region of £1 million, funded largely by a successful grant application to the 
Department for Education. 
 
School Uniform and Equipment 

I would like to thank you for your support with school uniform.  Students have returned to school looking 
smart and wearing their uniform with pride.  Where any students are not complying with the school’s 
uniform expectation, Climate for Learning Leaders will follow this up with the student and his/her parents.  
In particular, and further to my correspondence to parents at the end of last term, if students are wearing 
trainers they will be expected to replace them with shoes. 
 
Teachers frequently feedback to me that the most significant factor in determining the smooth-running of 
lessons is students being fully equipped.  We will continue to check their equipment during morning tutor 
period and I ask for your support in the ongoing drive by ensuring they have all the equipment contained 
on the equipment list (which can be found in your child’s planner and on the school website).  Items of 
stationery are available to purchase at very reasonable prices from the Finance Office! 
 
Open Evening 

The school’s Open Evening will take place on Thursday 19 September from 6:45pm to 9:00pm.  School 
will be closed to all students on this day except Year 11 who will attend during the morning.  Year 11 
students will be provided with more information over the coming days. 
 
Attendance / Key Dates 

This year, our expectations remain high and we have again set our students the challenge of achieving 
97% attendance.  The impact of excellent attendance on the progress and attainment of students is well 
proven and I appeal for your full support in achieving this for your son/daughter.  Legislation prevents me 
from authorising any holidays taken during term time unless in exceptional circumstances.  We will request 
Sefton Council to issue Fixed Penalty Notices to the parents of any students taken out of school for five 
days or more of unauthorised holiday.  This information is contained in our Attendance Policy which you 
will find in the Key Information/School Policies section of our website.  I am enclosing the 2019/20 key 
dates with this letter. 
 
Homework 

Please take a look at the Homework and Independent Learning Policy on the school website which sets 
out clearly the frequency with which students will be set homework and the school’s expectations 
regarding the completion of homework.  Students who fail to submit homework will be expected to 
remain after school to attend ‘Homework Catch Up’ (no longer a detention) and they will continue to have 
three ‘homework passes’ that can be found in the planner.  A student may use a pass if he/she is not 
submitting homework but he/she will be expected to hand it to the teacher on the following school day.  
Failure to do so will result in him / her having to attend ‘Homework Catch Up’. 
 
The library is open after school each evening and Study+ Homework Club runs from Monday to Thursday 
in P8 from 3:20pm to 4:20pm, both of which are for all students.  In addition, ‘Early Bird’ Breakfast Club is 
open between 8:15am and 8:45am in P8 on a daily basis.  I would urge you to encourage your child to 
make use of these valuable facilities. 
 
Travel to and from School 

For safety reasons and as parking spaces are severely limited, parents should not drive into the school 
grounds when dropping off or picking up students.  Please park on Freshfield Road, avoiding the school 
entrance and residents’ driveways.  For those students who choose to cycle to school, we ask parents to 
support us in improving safety and security by ensuring that bicycles are stamped with home postcode, 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/school-uniform/
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/key-information/school-equipment-list/
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/school-policies/
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/school-policies/
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securely locked with a high quality lock and insured against loss/damage.  Cyclists are strongly 
encouraged to wear a safety helmet. 
 
Free School Meals 

Certain students within school are eligible for Free School Meals.  If you feel your child may fall within this 
category, you will be able to find more information on our website in the Well-being/Free School Meals 
section.  For those children in receipt of Free School Meals, there is a financial benefit to both the family 
and the school and we encourage parents to apply if they think they may be eligible. 
 
Use of the Internet 

A copy of our Acceptable Use Policy for Students can be found in the Key Information/School Policies 
section of our website.  Unacceptable content is restricted through the use of filtering software and the 
school follows a set of national guidelines for internet access.  During lessons, students are taught to use 
the internet sensibly, with proper consideration for others.  Outside school, we believe that families bear 
the same responsibility for such guidance concerning appropriate use of the internet, social networks and 
other multimedia devices such as mobile phones.  The Child Exploitation and On-Line Protection Unit 
(CEOP) has produced excellent resources for parents regarding on-line safety and I would encourage you 
to access them at https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/. 
 
Parent Surgeries 

I will continue to hold evening surgeries for parents during the course of this school year.  The next 
surgery will take place on Monday 30 September 2019 from 5pm.  If you would like to make an 
appointment, please contact Mrs Forster (Headteacher’s PA) to book an appointment. 
 
You may have heard the Government’s announcement last week of a considerable injection of funding for 
schools.  Whilst the finer detail is yet to emerge and the additional funds may be dependent upon the 
outcome of Brexit negotiations and a general election, I am encouraged that the Government is 
acknowledging the need for schools to be funded better.  This has provided a positive start to what I am 
sure will be a very successful school year and I look forward to working alongside you and your children 
along the way. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher  
 

 

  

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/free-school-meals/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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TERM DATES 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Monday 2 September 

Tuesday 3 September 

 

 

 

Wednesday 4 September 

Thursday 19 September 

Friday 25 October 

INSET Day 1 (staff only) 

Term commences for Years 7, 12 and 13 only  

Year 7 Welcome Assembly 10:00am 

Year 13 Induction Assembly 11:15am  

Year 12 Welcome Assembly 1:30pm 

Normal timetable for all year groups 

School Open to Year 11 only (am) / Open Evening  

INSET Day 2 (staff only) 

Monday 28 October  – Friday 1 November  Half Term 

Monday 4 November 

Thursday 28 November 

Friday 29 November 

Thursday 19 December 

Term resumes 

Presentation Evening 

INSET Day 3 (staff only) 

Term ends 

 

 

Spring Term 2020 

Monday 6 January Term commences 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 February Half Term 

Monday 24 February 

Tuesday 25 February 

Friday 3 April 

INSET Day 4 (staff only) 

Term resumes for students 

Term ends 

 

 

Summer Term 2020 

Monday 20 April 

Friday 8 May 

Term commences 

School closed – May Day Bank Holiday / 

VE Day 75th Anniversary 

Monday 25 May  – Friday 29 May Half Term 

Monday 1 June 

Friday 19 June 

Tuesday 21 July 

Term resumes  

INSET Day 5 (staff only) 

Term ends 

 
 

 


