Key Stage Three Geography Knowledge Organiser

Topic: Fantastic Places

Year 7 Autumn Term

Lesson 1: What is a Place? How do we define Place?

Place

A place is defined as an area of the Earth’s surface which has
been given meaning to it by people. Anywhere in which there is
human influence or meaning, it is a place. For example, towns,
cities, local parks, restaurants, cinemas… the list is endless

Perspective

Placelessness

Different people will have different perceptions of the
same place. The way you think about a place can be
impacted in many different ways.

There are many places in the world which seem to be
placeless. This is the idea that a particular landscape
could be anywhere because it has no unique features.

If you have had a bad experience of that place then you
may perceive it differently to someone who has positive
experiences there. For example, A Liverpool supporter
will have many positive experiences in Anfield and
perceive it as a happy place, yet an Everton supporter will
see it very negatively and link it to bad experiences
there. People’s views on a place can also be altered by
what the read, see and hear in the media on a day to day
basis.

For example if the above picture did not have the Red
Squirrel, then it could be one of many pine forests in the
world. However, with the presence of the Red Squirrel as
a distinctive feature, it makes the Formby Pine forest
unique!
Examples of placeless areas are: Airports, any
McDonald’s or fast food restaurant, cinemas, hospitals,
sports halls

Space

An area on the Earth’s surface that has not had any meaning
given to it by humans. Here, there is a distinct lack of human
influence in the area and it can be seen as wilderness
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Lesson 2: Understanding Places of Natural Wonder and how they have come to be. Victoria Falls

Location

When describing the location of place, start by picturing it on a world map
and work your war down towards it, like a magnifying glass!

1.

Continent: Is it in the north, south, east or west?

2.

Country: What is the name of the country it is in? Name the bordering
countries

3.

Location within country: Is it in the north, south, east or west of the
country? Is it by any other landmarks in the country?

Tourism

In a world that is becoming all the more globalised, people can access and
visit places they wouldn’t have been able to in years gone by. As a result, a
whole array of activities are now sold to tourists. For example, white
water rafting, microlight flights, swimming in the devils pools, zip lining,
exotic cruises and even bungee jumping!

4.
5.

Formation

Waterfalls form where a layer of hard rock e.g.
Granite lies on top of a layer of softer rock e.g.
Sandstone
A step is formed in the land as the water erodes the
softer rock. This starts to form a plunge pool.
As the water continues to erode the softer rock an
overhang of hard rock begins to form.
Eventually the unsupported overhang collapses into
the plunge pool. This adds boulders and rocks to the
plunge pool.
Over time, the overhang will continue to collapse.
This means that the waterfall will retreat backwards
upstream. This forms a steep sided gorge.

Pro’s and Cons of Tourism
• Gives local people a source • The local culture will be
of income.
impacted
• The area will gain popularity • The tourists may not
and people will become
‘treat it like home’ and
educated about the place
litter
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Lesson 3: Understanding a Place of Natural Wonder and what makes it fantastic. Yosemite National Park

Location: Map Skills
Yosemite National Park is located
in the west of North America. It
is in central California and spans
east into Nevada. It is found in
grid square 3227 and its six
figure grid reference is 328273

Describing Yosemite National Park
Yosemite has been created by thousands of
years of glacial activity during the last ice
age! As a result of this activity, vast glacial
valleys, hanging valleys and waterfalls have
been left behind amongst the glorious pine
forests within the valley.

El Capitan
•
•
•

Yosemite Falls

One of the greatest and most difficult rock climbing
challenges in the world.
Formed by glacial action as the weakest granite was
eroded away leaving a solid sheer granite cliff face.
There are estimated to be between 70-100 different
routes up the rock face.

•
•
•
•

The 5th largest waterfall in the world.
Most rampant in the spring as winter snow
melts.
The falls go almost completely dry in august,
especially recently in the Californian drought!
Made up of three falls all together.

Ancient Giant Sequoia
Half Dome
•
•
•

Fantastic
Yosemite

Only 300 people can scale to the top of half dome per
day as of 2006, 4 times fewer people than previous.
Created from powerful glacial action in the last ice age.
1600m high from valley floor to summit.

•
•

The Black Bear

•

•

There are three forests in Yosemite that are
home to these gigantic trees.
They can live to over 3000 years old.
The largest tree in Yosemite is called the
‘Grizzly Giant’ measuring 63m high and 9m wide
at its base.

• The bears pose little threat to humans as they are herbivores (plant eaters).
• No deaths have been reported and only a few attacks when mother bear is protecting her cubs.
Thousands of tourists make it their aim to spot one of the rare bears! Its estimated there are only 400 bears in the park.
• Keep your food nearby as the bears may come to take it away!
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Lesson 3: Understanding how Humans have Influenced a place, for better or worse. Rio de Janeiro

Location

Rio de Janeiro is found on the east coast of
Brazil in the continent of South America.
Its coast is on the Atlantic Ocean with the
city being built around the main bay called
Guanabara Bay.

Discovery of the harbour

Portuguese explorers led by Goncalo Coelho
discovered the harbour on January 1st, 1502.
The fleet of three ships had earlier arrived on
the Brazilian coast in August of 1501. The
harbour was discovered as they were trying to
map the shoreline of the South American
continent.
On New Year’s Day in 1502, they reached what
they thought was the mouth of a huge river.
They were captivated by the strangely shaped,
but beautiful mountains. They named the place
Rio de Janeiro which literally translated means
January River.
The area was later colonized by the French and
Portuguese. The Portuguese evicted the French
and the city of Rio de Janeiro as we know it now
came into being. Rio was the capital of Brazil
for a number of years before the capital was
changed to Brasilia.

Threats to the harbour

The harbour is heavily polluted and sailors here have
to evade obstacles - everything from TVs, floating
bed frames and dead animals - to their skills. The
bay reflects the deep blue sky, but up close breaks
into brown waves laden with plastic bags, leaving
bits and pieces of rubbish on the sand.

According to Rio's Secretary of Environment, only
34% of Rio's sewage is treated - the rest is spilled
raw into the waters. Fifteen cities surround
Guanabara Bay. That means over eight million
residents, producing over 18,000 litres of sewage
per second.
Rubbish and sewage flow into the bay through its 55
rivers, once boasting rich biodiversity. Most of
these rivers are now dead and bring sewage and
piles of rubbish into the bay.
There have also been three major oil spills in
Guanabara Bay. The most recent was in 2000 when a
leaking underwater pipeline released 1,300,000
litres of oil into the bay killing many marine and bird
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Lesson 4: Understanding a Vast Urban Environment and what makes it Fantastic. Tokyo

Location

Japan is an Asian archipelago which sits
between the Sea of Japan and the Pacific
Ocean. It is located east of North and
South Korea. Tokyo is its capital city and it
is found centrally on the island of Honshu.
Archipelago: an extensive group of islands

Mount Fuji

•
•
•

Tokyo Facts

Mount Fuji is approximately 100km away from Tokyo.
It is an active volcano and is the country’s tallest peak.
It is the most popular tourist destination in Japan and is a seen as
sacred by Shinto and Buddhist believers. Buddhists believe the
mountain is a gateway to another world.

•
•

•

Shrines and Temples

•
•
•

Buddhism and Shinto are the main religions in Japan.
The buildings where they worship are beautiful and are
called temples or shrines.
They are used for meditation and rituals and are a
major tourist attraction.
Many of these buildings have had to be repaired or
rebuilt due to damage from natural disasters because
they are so old, but the traditional architecture has
been kept.

Tremendous
Tokyo

•
•

Tokyo Culture
•

•

Tokyo infrastructure

•

Infrastructure = the basic physical and organisational structures and facilities (e.g.
buildings, bridges, power supplies, transport)
The Tokyo Skytree is the tallest structure in Japan and second in the world - it is 634m high. It is a
broadcasting (TV and radio), restaurant and observation tower.
Buildings in Tokyo have to pass strict laws which make them safe during an earthquake.
Buildings are able to sway and move so that they don’t collapse during the shaking!

Tokyo is the capital city of Japan.
Tokyo is the largest city in the world with a
population of over 13.62 million people! (You could
fit everybody in Formby into Tokyo 545 times!) It
holds 10% of the population of Japan.
Tokyo is classed as a ‘world city’ which means that
it has great importance across the globe, not just
in Japan. It is significant for: business; politics;
culture; science etc.

•
•

The Cherry Blossom is a very significant tree in
Tokyo and the rest of Japan. They only blossom
for a short time in the year. They represent how
precious and precarious life can be.
Super Mario (created by Nintendo) was created in
Japan. Nintendo has an office in Tokyo.
Anime is very popular in Tokyo. This is a style of
Japanese film and television animation.
Sushi originates from Japan and is eaten a lot in
Tokyo. There are 5,000 sushi restaurants in
Tokyo.
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Fantastic Places Topic Glossary
Keyword
place
space
placelessness
perspective
physical features
human features

Definition
A place is defined as an area of the Earth’s surface which has been given meaning to it by people.
An area on the Earth’s surface that has NOT had any meaning given to it by humans.
This is the idea that a particular landscape could be anywhere because it has no unique features.

The way in which someone perceives a place. The way in which someone views a place based upon their
own judgement.
Landforms found on the surface of the Earth that have not been created by humans but by the natural
processes that take place on Earth.
Landmarks and places that have been created by, or influenced by the presence of humans in that area

erosion

The process in which a surface is worn down by other objects rubbing against it

harbour

Can be either natural or manmade. An area on the coastline that is protected from the sea as it is
sheltered by land or brick wall. This makes it easy to park boats and ships in the calm waters.

glacier

A slow flowing river of land based ice, usually found in mountainous areas or near the poles of the
Earth.

urban

Anything relating to a town or city. For example, the urban population is the amount of people in a
country who live in its cities or towns.

