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Dear Parents / Students 
 
I trust that you have had a good summer break and have enjoyed the time off since the 
GCSE examinations finished in June. 
 
GCSE results can be collected from the Sixth Form Centre on Thursday 22 August 
(9:00am onwards) and you will be able to enrol for Sixth Form courses at that 
time.  Mrs MacDunne (Careers Coordinator) and a representative from Career North 
will be available to advise those students who may need some support in finalising their 
plans for September, and members of the school’s Senior Leadership Team and Sixth 
Form Team will also be on hand to offer guidance. 
 
Students returning to Sixth Form will be asked to complete an options form and must 
ensure that they have met the entry requirements for the subjects they wish to study in 
Year 12.  All individuals’ options choices will be reviewed by the Senior Leadership 
Team and/or Sixth Form Team to ensure they have made suitable choices that will 
support them in achieving good outcomes by the end of Year 13. 
 
Year 13 students collected their A Level / BTEC results last week and I was really 
pleased to celebrate their achievements.  Three students gained the necessary grades 
to secure places at Oxbridge and a further four students successfully secured places on 
Medicine or Veterinary Science courses.  Overwhelmingly, students were successful in 
fulfilling the requirements to enable them to make the next steps into the future. 
 
Having considered how our students performed overall and the national picture, the 
Senior Leadership Team has decided to make some changes to the Sixth Form 
curriculum offer from September 2019.  These changes are outlined below. 
 
Computing – this course will change to a BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate.  The 
content of the new course is very similar to the A Level but there is more focus on 
assignment / project-based assessment rather than examinations which, we feel, will 
better suit the students who study Computing.  I am enclosing a leaflet with this letter 
that provides more detailed information about the course.  I must share with you that 
Level 3 BTEC qualifications have become considerably more robust since 2016 and are 
recognised as of equal value to A Levels by nearly all universities in the UK.  Studying 
BTEC courses alongside two A Levels will not diminish a student’s chance of gaining a 
place at Russell Group universities. 
 
Mathematics – given the increasing level of rigour within A Level Mathematics the entry 
requirements will increase from a high grade 6 at GCSE to a grade 7.  This is simply to 
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ensure that those studying A Level Mathematics have the necessary grounding to cope 
with the increasing demands of the course.  Those who do not attain a grade 7 at GCSE but wish to 
continue studying Mathematics will be able to opt for Core Mathematics as an enrichment activity.  Core 
Mathematics is a nationally recognised qualification, graded A to E, that is worth the equivalent in UCAS 
points to an AS Level. 
 
Further Mathematics – this A Level will not be offered to students in September.  Instead, teachers will be 
redeployed to support those students who choose to study A Level Mathematics.  Subject to levels of 
interest, consideration will be given to offering Further Mathematics AS Level through the Sixth Form 
enrichment programme for those who are keen to develop a deeper understanding of Mathematics.  I 
would ask that anybody who is interested in this option speaks to me or Mrs Blanchard (Deputy 
Headteacher) on GCSE results day. 
 
I trust this information is helpful and I shall look forward to seeing you on Thursday. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 

D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 


