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At Formby High School we believe that students who are literate and numerate will ultimately emerge as 
confident and articulate communicators, fully prepared to enter the adult world. Our Catch-Up programme 
is designed to provide sustained, long-term improvement in attainment, through early identification and 
tailored intervention. 
  
Formby High School received £6,889 in catch-up funding for 2018/19.  This funding was used to support a 
cohort of children in Year 7 to improve their Mathematics and Reading skills, based on a question level 
analysis for those students who did not attain the expected standard in their SATs tests at the end of Year 
6.   
 
The Catch-Up programme enables students to secure their understanding and consolidate the skills needed 
to fully access the Key Stage 3 English and Mathematics curriculum by addressing the gaps that remain in 
their knowledge from primary school.  This programme is known as ‘Accelerate’. 
 
Accelerate Mathematics 

The analysis of SATs test data and additional standardised baseline testing enables the Accelerate cohort 
to be created.  At Formby High School inclusion is central to school life; however, we believe that where 
specific and measurable intervention is needed, in addition to or at a different level of that differentiation 
can provide during lessons, this is most effectively achieved through short-term withdrawal from lessons.  
 
Year 7 Accelerate Mathematics Programme: 

 Year 7 Accelerate students are withdrawn from four timetabled lessons per fortnight for small 
group tailored teaching from a specialist teacher to accelerate their progress in Mathematics.  

 Students are given an IXL account. The IXL platform allows for online learning with immediate 
feedback. Homework is also set using IXL and it is also used for independent study to support 
progress. 

 Year 7 Accelerate students are paired with a Year 9 Peer Tutoring Partner.  One lunchtime per 
week, students can access peer support in any area of Mathematics in which they need 
support. 

 Incentives promote a positive attitude to learning.  Merits and distinctions are awarded in line 
with the school’s Rewards Policy.  In addition, a ‘Learner of the Fortnight’ receives an early 
lunch pass for two.  

 When they complete the Accelerate intervention, students are rewarded with a trip to Costa 
Coffee and a drink of their choice. 
 

Accelerate English 

Parallel to the tailored Year 7 English curriculum, catch-up students are supported in the following ways: 

 Year 7 Accelerate students are withdrawn from one timetabled lesson per week for small 
group tailored teaching from a specialist teacher with a focus on developing inference skills.  

 Students whom require support with decoding of reading work with the librarian on reading 
and comprehension on a weekly basis. 

 Students who have specific spelling difficulty or those with a significant weakness in 
comprehension, are enrolled onto the IDL online learning programme which is accessed at 
home and in school. 

 
Impact 

The implementation of intervention is measured by impact in both quantitative and qualitative forms.  This 
review of effectiveness occurs on a termly basis in co-ordination with Key Stage Co-ordinators and class 
teachers followed by an annual review of impact and a modification of the programme for the following 
academic year.  The main form of assessment is students resitting their SATs Mathematics and Reading 
tests after spending time following the Accelerate programme. 
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Year 7 Cohort 2018 SATs Data: 

 
Students achieving expected standard 

in 2018 National Average (%) 
Students achieving expected standard 

in 2018 Formby High School (%) 

Mathematics 72 85 

Reading 69 86 

GPS 72 88 

 
 

 No of students below the expected 
standard in Mathematics 

No of students below the expected 
standard in English 

September 2018 27 26 

July 2019 9 3 

 
 

Summary of Impact 2018-19 

The Accelerate programme has provided positive outcomes in 2018-19.  The progress of this cohort will 
be monitored in Year 8 and we anticipate that, by closing the gap for these students, they will continue to 
confidently achieve targets set by their achievement bands. 
 
Mathematics 

66% of the students in the Catch-Up cohort have now met end of Key Stage 2 expectations in Mathematics.  
37.5% of Pupil Premium students who entered below expectations have now achieved a scaled score over 
100.  There was an average increase of 17 raw marks for those who were re-tested in their SATs tests.  
 
English 

88% of the students in the Catch-Up cohort have now met end of Key Stage 2 expectations in Reading.  
63% of Pupil Premium students who entered below expectations have now achieved a scaled score over 
100.  There was an average increase of 7 marks for those who were re-tested in their SATs tests.  
 
2018-19 Review of Catch-Up Support 

Following the positive outcomes of the Accelerate programme in 2018-19, the Year 7 2019-20 cohort will 
be offered this support.  The Accelerate Mathematics programme will continue to follow the same format, 
with slightly larger teaching groups.  The Accelerate English programme will continue to be supported by 
the high focus on reading provided by the Year 7 English curriculum.  It will also be supported by Weekly 
IDL sessions (and home access) for students who have shown significant weakness in spelling.  The school’s 
librarian will work alongside the Intervention Teacher to provide support for students who have entered 
below the expected standard, with a particular focus on supporting Pupil Premium students.  
 
Students on the SEN pathway have a larger gap to close in order to meet the expected standards and their 
starting points are often lower. Their progress is measured from their baseline starting points, using 
standardised scoring, teacher assessment and, in specific cases, B Squared.  From September 2019, the 
SEN curriculum will be altered in order to enable students to acquire specific skills they need to access the 
Key Stage 3 curriculum, in addition to providing teaching at the level at which they are working. 
 


