
  FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL  English Department 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 – Knowledge Organiser ‘Ghost Stories’ 

Context 
Students will read various ghost stories becoming 

familiar with and analysing features and conventions of 

the genre. In doing so, there will be opportunities to use 

texts as a creative stimulus 

Content 

Read various ghost stories 
(anthology) and analyse features 
of the genre. 
  
Discuss what makes us afraid 
  
Discuss and create list for the 
elements and conventions of a 
ghost story 

reading a wide range of fiction and non-
fiction, including in particular …short 
stories 
  
knowing how language, including 
figurative language, vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text structure and 
organisational features present meaning 

A Night in the Red Room 
Write the next couple of 
paragraphs of ‘The Red Room’ 
maintaining the tension. 
  

reading a wide range of fiction and non-
fiction, including in particular …short 
stories 
  
knowing how language, including 
figurative language, vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text structure and 
organisational features present meaning 

Write the opening to a 
ghost story. 
  

drawing on knowledge of literary and 
rhetorical devices from their reading 
and listening to enhance the impact of 
their writing. 
  
considering how their writing reflects 
the audiences and purposes for which it 
was intended 
  
amending the vocabulary, grammar and 
structure of their writing to improve its 
coherence and overall effectiveness 
  
paying attention to accurate grammar, 
punctuation and spelling; applying the 
spelling patterns and rules 

‘A Christmas Carol’ 
Dickens- extracts and 
reading questions 

English literature…pre-1914 
knowing how language, including 
figurative language, vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text structure and 
organisational features present meaning 

SPAG 

 Effective sentence variety 
 Controlled and effective 

sentence construction 
 Range of punctuation used 

accurately 
 Range of vocabulary used 

effectively 

Spellings to Learn 
 
 illuminate 

 weird 
 immediately 
 unconscious 
 consequence 
 possession 
 fascinate 
 relieved 
 usually 
 disappoint 

ILJ Links 
           BBC Bitesize;  
            
          Check out some  further  
      ghostly readings-  
                     readbrightly.com 

Skills  
 Adapt text to genre 
 Punctuation and sentencing 

Key Terms 
 

 uncanny/mystery 
 supernatural 
 irony 
 suspense 
 tension 
 pathetic fallacy 
 genre 
 narrative structure 
 characterisation 
 macabre 

 

Assessment Task 
 

Reading response: ‘The Red 

Room’ 


