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YEAR 9 SPRING TERM 1 — CHALLENGES FOR BRITAIN, EUROPE & THE WIDER WORLD: 1901—PRESENT DAY 

WORLD WAR TWO 

                                                 Why was World War One not ‘the war to end all wars’? 

Historians disagree about the causes of World War Two (WW2). Some 

trace it back to the anger created in Germany by the Treaty of Ver-

sailles. Some blame Neville Chamberlain and the appeasers for being 

too weak. Some point  to Hitler's aggression.  

Germany was punished very harshly by the Treaty of Versailles which 

brought World War One to a close in 1919.   

 Valuable land was taken away, including Germany’s empire. Many 

Germans would now be a living in another country: such as 

France, Poland or Czechoslovakia.  

 Germany’s armed forces were cut to—only 100,000 men allowed 

in the army and no air force or submarines were allowed.  They 

considered themselves to be defenceless against attack. 

 A huge bill £6.6 billion was presented to Germany to cover the 

cost of the war.  Germany was very poor after the war and this 

was expected to lead to more suffering for ordinary Germans. 

 Germany had to accept all of the blame for the war.   

Many Germans thought that this was very unfair and wanted to gain 

revenge for their defeat and the punishment they received after the 

war.  

One of these was Hitler and his promise to make Germany great 

again and overturn the peace treaty was one reason that he was bale 

to come to power in Germany in 1933. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/1#glossary-zv68xnb
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These cartoons show the events which helped to bring about World War II. You need to be explain how each of them contributed to the war and 

which was the most important. 

 Clockwise from the top: Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, Hitler’s aggression; appeasement (positive and negative); the Nazi-Soviet Pact. 

 The League of Nations had been set up to keep peace and 
avoid future wars through discussion and compromise. However, 
it was weakened by the USA’s refusal to join, despite being the 
idea of its president, Woodrow Wilson. 

 From October 1929 an economic depression, starting in Ameri-
ca, spread across the world. Millions were thrown out of work – 
some starved to death. 

 People were angry, and they turned to political extremists. In 
Germany and Italy, fascist dictators came to power. In Japan, the 
army took power. 

 Countries became more aggressive — Japan invad-
ed Manchuria in 1932. Italy invaded Abyssinia in 1935. 

 Hitler built up a Greater Germany in central Europe. In 1938 he 
united Austria and Germany, known as the Anschluss, and de-
manded the Sudetenland, the German-speaking areas of Czech-
oslovakia. In doing so, he broke the terms of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. 

 Faced with aggression like this, the League of Nations was pow-
erless. 

 World leaders like the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamber-
lain, and France's Daladier tried a policy of appeasement – ne-
gotiating with Hitler and offering concessions. 

 In September 1938, the Munich Agreement gave Hitler the Su-
detenland. The Czechs were not asked what they thought about 
it. Hitler occupied the Sudentenland in the following month. 

 Appeasement failed to stop Hitler. In March 1939, Hitler occu-
pied the rest of Czechoslovakia. In September 1939, he invaded 
Poland, having singed the Nazi-Soviet Pact, with Stalin & the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/2#glossary-zffmfg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/2#glossary-z8j47ty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision/2#glossary-zv68xnb
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What was the most significant event of World War Two? 

1. Dunkirk — June 1940 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Battle of Britain — July/Sept 1940 

Germany’s Blitzkrieg attacks in Spring 1940 led to British 

troops being evacuated from Dunkirk, in Northern 

France.  Hitler was now in control of western and central 

Europe. However, the British army did live to fight anoth-

er day. This event has been viewed in different ways—as 

both a ‘miracle of deliverance’ or a ‘military disaster’ 

Hitler now planned an invasion of Britain. He knew that he would need to defeat Britain’s 

air force first to enable his navy to transport the troops across the English Channel. Three 

months of aerial combat took place as Germany’s Luftwaffe tried to destroy the British air 

bases. They failed and the invasion was cancelled.     
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3. Operation Barbarossa—July 1941 

Hitler broke the Nazi-Soviet Pact by attacking the 

USSR, who joined the war alongside Britain. Alt-

hough the Germans were successful at first, they 

were poorly equipped for the Russian winter and 

lost huge numbers of me. Defeat at Stalingrad in 

1943 was the turning point in the war in the East. 

4. Bombing of Pearl Harbor—December 1941 

The Japanese launched a surprise raid on the 

American naval base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, to 

enable them to conquer South-East Asia without 

American interference. This brought USA into the 

war against Japan and Germany, its ally. 

5. Battle of the Atlantic 

German U-boats attacked merchant ships 

sailing to Britain to block supplies from 

reaching it. By being able to locate and sink 

these submarines, the British were able to 

ensure the safe arrival of vital material and 

US troops.  

6. El Alamein 

The British fought the Germans and Italians in the 

North African desert. This victory allowed them to 

control supplies coming through the Suez Canal in 

Egypt and also to use Africa as a base to invade 

Italy in 1943  

7. D-Day 

British and American troops successfully landed 

on beaches in Northern France on 6 June 1944. 

This then led to the Allied forces pushing the Ger-

mans back during the next year. By April 1945, 

the Germans were trapped between advancing 

soldiers from both east and west and surrendered 

8. Hiroshima 

Although Germans had surrendered, the 

Japanese fought on. The Americans were 

worried about how many lives would be lost 

in invading Japan and so In August 1945, the 

US dropped two atomic bombs on Hiroshi-

ma and Nagasaki. 
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 Significance 

Which events were most significant in WWII? 

See below to work out what significance actually means 

Would events be more or less significant if you were 

looking at this from the point of view of Americans, Japa-

nese or Russians? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9s9q6f/revision 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/ww2_summary_01.shtml 

https://www.bbc.com/timelines/zxq4kqt 

What do I need to know? 

 What were the main causes of WWII? 

 What were the most significant events of WWII? 

 


