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Dear Parent 

As we near the end of a very busy and productive term, I wish to thank all students, 
parents and staff for their hard work and support.   I would also like to bring a number 
of important points to your attention: 

End of Term Arrangements 

Term ends on Thursday 20 December 2018 and students will be dismissed at 12 noon 
after a Celebration Assembly for the whole school.  Students should attend school in 
full uniform but without their school bag.  It is important that perishable items and PE 
kit are removed from their lockers by Wednesday 19 December.   

Charity Fundraising Activities 

As usual, the school community will be working to support a number of charities at 
this important time of year.  I am always impressed and moved by the generosity of 
our school community and I am sure they will come together again to support some 
or all of these charities in whatever ways they can: 

 Save the Children – Sixth Form students and staff will be called upon to 
don their Christmas Jumpers on Thursday 13 December (Year 12) and 
Friday 14 December (Year 13) in return for a donation to Save the 
Children. 

 The Whitechapel Centre – the school will once again be giving its full 
support to this leading homeless and housing charity for the Liverpool 
region through two separate events.  Firstly, we are seeking foodbank 
donations for the centre which will be collected in our Sixth Form Centre.  
Any donations should be non-perishable food items, clothing, toiletries 
and Christmas items (mince pies, selection boxes, gift sets etc).  A more 
detailed list can be found on their website by clicking here.  We will also 
hold a collection of loose change after the celebration assembly on the 
last day of term.  More information on the important work of this charity 
can be found on their website: www.whitechapelcentre.co.uk. 

 Radio City’s Mission Christmas Cash for Kids – following incredible 
generosity from the school community in recent years towards this appeal, 
we have decided to support it again this year and ask that students 
donate one unused and unwrapped gift, however small, that could be 
given to a disadvantaged child on Christmas Day.  Students should bring 
gifts in on the last day of term and pass them to their Form Tutor.   

 

Christmas Lunch 

This will take place on Thursday 13 December and the cost will be £2.50, to include a 
main course and dessert.  The food prepared by our kitchen team is excellent and I 
am sure they will serve up a delicious Christmas meal.  Those students who do not 
ordinarily have a school meal must ensure their account is sufficiently charged.  

Sixth Form Admissions 

Following a very busy Sixth Form Open Evening last month, we are receiving a large  
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number of applications for September 2019.  If your son/daughter is in Year 11 and has not yet 
completed an application form, please encourage him/her to do so and return it to Mr O’Shaughnessy 
(Director of Sixth Form) before the deadline of 1 February 2019.  We also accept online applications via 
the school website.     

Start of Spring Term Arrangements 

Term will begin for all students at 8.55am on Monday 7 January 2019.  Students should arrive promptly 
and fully prepared for a full day of teaching – please note that this will be a Week 2 timetable. 

Staffing Update 

Mr Horner (Subject Leader for Music) has recently left Formby High School and I would like to thank him 
for his contribution to the Creative Arts during the four years he spent working here.  I am pleased to 
welcome Miss MacDougall back from maternity leave.  She will resume Climate for Learning Leader duties 
with responsibility for Year 8. 

Lunchtime Arrangements 

I am very grateful to all parents who provided feedback on the proposal to implement a split lunch.  Your 
views have made a valuable contribution to the decision making process.  In recent months, we have 
worked very hard with Absolutely Catering, the school’s catering provider, to ensure a good quality and 
efficient lunchtime service is provided to students.  As a result, we are managing to serve all students 
within the existing lunch break and do not intend to make any significant changes at this stage.  It is likely, 
from September, that students in Year 7 will have an earlier start to their lunch to ensure we can 
accommodate the projected additional students but there will not be significant changes to lunch 
arrangements for students in other year groups.  I will write to parents later during the school year to 
provide more information. 

Parent Surgeries 

As you may be aware, during the course of the school year, I hold a number of evening surgeries.  Should 
you wish to meet with me, the next surgery is scheduled to take place on Monday 21 January 2019 
between 5:30pm and 7:00pm and I will be inviting a member of our Governing Body to attend.  Please 
contact Mrs Forster, my PA, if you would like to make an appointment (01704 835650).    

Adverse Weather Conditions 

Please be aware that communication to parents about possible or partial closure in the event of adverse 
weather conditions will be via the school website and ParentMail.  If snow is forecast, I ask that you check 
the school website regularly for updates.  I would also ask any parents who are not yet subscribed to 
ParentMail to contact the General Office at school to assist you in setting up your account.  In the 
interests of speed, economy and the environment, ParentMail is the primary method of communications 
with parents. 

Student Safety 

I wish to appeal to all of our students to keep themselves safe over the Christmas period, especially 
during the dark evenings, when walking alone, cycling and when online.   

Over the last few weeks I have had the pleasure to attend two significant events to celebrate the success 
of our school.  On Friday 16 November I attended the Educate Awards at Liverpool Cathedral where 
Formby High School received the award for the North West’s most inspirational 16-18 provider.  On 30 
November we hosted our annual Presentation Evening at the Floral Hall in Southport which proved a 
wonderful celebration of our students’ endeavour and success.  Both of these events made me very proud 
of our school community and all that it has accomplished in 2018. 

On behalf of all the staff, I would like to wish you and your loved ones a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas, and the very best for a prosperous and successful New Year.  

Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/sixth-form-applications-2019/

