
  FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL  English Department 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 – Knowledge Organiser ‘The Language of 

Context 
Students will develop a greater understanding of the way 

contexts affect the presentation of news.  They will analyse a 

variety of media to gain an insight into writers’ techniques in 

shaping reader response. 

SPAG 

 Effective sentence variety 
 Controlled and effective 

sentence construction 
 Range of punctuation used 

accurately 
 Range of vocabulary used 

effectively 

Spellings to Learn 
 

 Key terms plus: 
 necessary 
 witness 
 reliability 
 reportage 
 immediately 
 occasional 
 hypocrisy 
 argument 
 believe 
 conclusion 

ILJ Links 
BBC Bitesize; write to a newspaper 

editor about an issue from your lo-

cal community; pick a national 

news story and create a collage of 

headlines. 

Skills 

 Language adaptation to context  * 

 Use of powerful ambitious vocab choices 

 Effective structure and paragraphing  

Key Terms 
 
 tabloid 
 broadsheet 
 bias 
 sensational writing 
 journalism 
 reporting 
 retrospective 
 direct and indirect speech 

Assessment Task 
 

Writing a newspaper article  

Content 

Discuss types of newspapers 
Look at the structural differences and then move 
on to bias – focus on one story – topical and 
relevant to students. 
  
Analyse how the same story is covered in a tabloid 
and a broadsheet newspaper 
  
Researching newspapers 
  

making inferences and referring to 
evidence in the text 
  
knowing the purpose, audience for 
and context of the writing and 
drawing on this knowledge to support 
comprehension 
  
knowing and understanding the 
differences between spoken and 
written language, including 
differences associated with formal and 
informal registers, and between 
Standard English and other varieties 
of English 

Language of headlines – study techniques then 
match headlines and stories 
  
Analyse headlines, then create own short article 
based on a headline 
  

applying their growing knowledge of 
vocabulary, grammar and text 
structure to their writing and selecting 
the appropriate form 
  
drawing on knowledge of literary and 
rhetorical devices from their reading 
and listening to enhance the impact of 
their writing. 

Comparison of articles: school riot/blood inquiry/
man killed by ISIS 
Comparison of articles about pensioner mugging 
One of these extracts is from a broadsheet 
newspaper and one is from a tabloid. 
How are the articles similar and how are they 
different? 
Comment on: 
The style and presentation 
The language used 
The writer’s use of interviews and their own 
opinion 

making inferences and referring to 
evidence in the text 

knowing how language, including 
figurative language, vocabulary 
choice, grammar, text structure and 
organisational features present 
meaning 

  

Turn a fairy story or nursery rhyme into a tabloid, 
sensationalised article 

a range of other narrative and non-
narrative texts, including arguments, 
personal and formal letters 
drawing on knowledge of literary and 
rhetorical devices from their reading 
and listening to enhance the impact of 
their writing. 

In groups produce a radio news bulletin on a 
current news story or issue and present it to the 
class. 

giving short speeches and 
presentations, expressing their own 
ideas and keeping to the point 


