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Dear Parent 
 
I am pleased to welcome your child to school for the beginning of a new year and would 
particularly like to offer a warm welcome to those students and their parents who are 
new to Formby High School. 
 
The school is delighted to be able to celebrate the success of its Year 13 and Year 11 
students in their recent public examinations.  The A Level and BTEC results were 
excellent and it was a privilege to witness our Year 13 students securing their university 
places.  They will soon depart to universities as far afield as Durham, Leeds, Birmingham, 
Loughborough and Oxford, and leave with our very best wishes.  Reforms to GCSEs have 
gained considerable media attention in recent times with ‘old’ GCSEs being replaced by 
new, tougher qualifications that are graded from 9 to 1.  In the thick of these changes, 
our Year 11 students performed brilliantly with 83% achieving at least a grade 4 in 
English and Mathematics GCSEs and an excellent 89% of students achieving at least 5 
good passes at GCSE (A*-C/Grade 4 or above).  Good results don’t happen by chance; 
they are the result of careful preparation, effective work routines, excellent attendance, a 
positive attitude to learning and high degree of motivation and determination.  All of 
these attributes were displayed by our Year 11 students throughout their GCSE courses, 
and undoubtedly contributed to their success.   
 
I would like to use this opportunity to provide some important information and updates 
to help you and your son/daughter prepare well for the school year ahead. 
 
Staffing Announcements 

The following appointments have been made for September 2018 and we offer a very 
warm welcome to our new colleagues: 
 

 Mrs L Ambrose – Librarian 

 Mrs M Bennett – Lead Practitioner for Mathematics 

 Mrs K Bott – Cover Supervisor 

 Mrs C Broomfield – Teacher of English 

 Mr C Campbell – Teacher of Physical Education 

 Miss S Harding – Teacher of Physics 

 Mrs L Lloyd – Teacher of Cooking and Nutrition 

 Mrs D Middleton – Teaching Assistant 

 Mr J Nixon – Teacher of Business & Computing 

 Mrs M Rutledge – Teacher of Physical Education 
 

I am sure you will join me in offering my congratulations and best wishes to Mr Rigby 
who celebrated his wedding during the summer. 
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Campus Improvement Work 

During the summer holidays, a considerable amount of work to improve the environment for our students 
has been completed.  The library has been installed in A6 and a new servery has been installed in the cold 
dining room to enable some hot food to be served in this area.  It is anticipated that this will improve 
choice for students and reduce queuing time.  In addition, we will shortly embark on a windows 
replacement project with funds acquired from the Department for Education.  This will allow us to 
upgrade the remaining original windows in A Building as well as other failing windows around the campus.  
These three projects, costing nearly £400,000 in total, are all delivered through the acquisition of external 
funding and at no cost to the school.    
 
School Uniform and Equipment 

I would like to thank you for your support with school uniform.  Students have returned to school looking 
smart and wearing their uniform with pride.  Where any students are not complying with the school’s 
uniform expectation, Climate for Learning Leaders will follow this up with the student and his/her parents. 
 
Our drive to ensure students arrive to lessons fully equipped for learning continues and they will have 
regular equipment checks during form time.  Items of stationery are available to purchase from the 
Finance Office and an equipment list can be found in your child’s planner and on the school website.  Very 
shortly, students will all be issued with a new purple pen which is sponsored by a local company! 
 
Open Evening 

The school’s Open Evening will take place on Thursday 20 September from 6:45pm to 9:00pm.  School 
will be closed to all students on this day except Year 11 who will attend during the morning.  Year 11 
students will be provided with more information over the coming days. 
 
Attendance / Key Dates 

Last school year we fell below our ambitious target of 97% with a total attendance of 96.1%.  This year, 
our expectations remain high and we have again set our students the challenge of achieving 97% 
attendance.  The impact of excellent attendance on the progress and attainment of students is well 
proven and I appeal for your full support in achieving this for your son/daughter.  Legislation prevents me 
from authorising any holidays taken during term time unless in exceptional circumstances.  We will request 
Sefton Council to issue Fixed Penalty Notices to the parents of any students taken out of school for five 
days or more of unauthorised holiday.  This information is contained in our Attendance Policy which you 
will find in the Key Information/School Policies section of our website.  I am enclosing the 2018/19 key 
dates with this letter to assist you with this support. 
 
I should also like to remind you that the school day begins at 8:55am and students are expected to be in 
school and ready for the school day by this time. 
 
School Library 

Our new library will open imminently and will be available for all students to use during lunchtime and 
after school.  In addition, students will have access to the library during some lessons.  It is a fantastic 
facility with a wide range of e-learning resources as well as good, old-fashioned books.  It has been 
possible to deliver this project due to the hard work of the Friends of Formby High School (FoFHS) who 
have raised over £10,000 to support the project.  If you are interested in volunteering your time to 
support the work of FoFHS please contact Mr Cook (Senior Assistant Headteacher).  We would be very 
grateful to receive any donations of books that are in good condition and suitable for a teenage and 
young adult audience, either fiction or non-fiction.  Please drop off any donations at reception.  

 
Homework 

Please take a look at the Homework and Independent Learning Policy on the school website.  This sets 
out clearly the frequency with which students will be set homework and the school’s expectations 
regarding the completion of homework.  Last year we introduced a new system whereby students would 
receive a detention if they failed to submit homework.  On the basis of feedback from students and to 
prevent unnecessary worry and anxiety, this year we have provided students with three ‘homework 
passes’ that can be found in the planner.  A student may use a pass if he/she is not submitting homework 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/school-policies/
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but he/she will be expected to hand it to the teacher on the following school day.  Failure to do so will 
result in a school detention being issued. 
 
Study+ Homework Club runs from Monday to Thursday in P8 from 3:20pm to 4:20pm and this is open to 
all students.  Staff are on hand to assist students and they also have access to computers.  In addition, 
‘Early Bird’ Breakfast Club is open between 8:15am and 8:45am in P8 on a daily basis.  I would urge you 
to encourage your child to make use of these valuable facilities. 
 
Travel to and from School 

For safety reasons and as parking spaces are severely limited, parents should not drive into the school 
grounds when dropping off or picking up students.  Please park on Freshfield Road, avoiding the school 
entrance.  For those students who choose to cycle to school, we ask parents to support us in improving 
safety and security by ensuring that bicycles are stamped with home postcode, securely locked with a high 
quality lock and insured against loss/damage.  Cyclists are strongly encouraged to wear a safety helmet. 
 
Free School Meals 

Certain students within school are eligible for Free School Meals.  If you feel your child may fall within this 
category, you will be able to find more information on our website in the Key Information/Free School 
Meals section.  For those children in receipt of Free School Meals, there is a financial benefit to both the 
family and the school and we encourage parents to apply if they think they may be eligible. 
 
Use of the Internet 

A copy of our Acceptable Use Policy for Students can be found in the Key Information/School Policies 
section of our website.  Unacceptable content is restricted through the use of filtering software and the 
school follows a set of national guidelines for internet access.  During lessons, students are taught to use 
the internet sensibly, with proper consideration for others.  Outside school, we believe that families bear 
the same responsibility for such guidance concerning appropriate use of the internet, social networks and 
other multimedia devices such as mobile phones.  The Child Exploitation and On-Line Protection Unit 
(CEOP) has produced excellent resources for parents regarding on-line safety and I would encourage you 
to access them at https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/. 
 
Science Laboratory Technician 

We will shortly be recruiting a part time technician (15 hours per week).  The post will be advertised on 
the school website next week and if you are interested and would like more information please speak with 
Miss Kelly (HR Officer). 
 
Parent Surgeries 

I will continue to hold evening surgeries for parents during the course of this school year.  The next 
surgery will take place on Monday 15 October 2018 from 5pm.  If you would like to make an appointment, 
please contact Mrs Forster (Headteacher’s PA) to book an appointment. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank parents for their contribution to the consultation regarding the proposed split 
lunch and I will write with further information in the near future. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish your child(ren) a successful school year. 
 
Yours sincerely 

D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher  
 

 

  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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TERM DATES 

 

Autumn Term 2018 

Monday 3 September 

Tuesday 4 September 

 

 

 

Wednesday 5 September 

Thursday 20 September 

Friday 19 October 

INSET Day 1 (staff only) 

Term commences for Years 7, 12 and 13 only  

Year 7 Welcome Assembly 10:30am 

Year 13 Induction Assembly 11:15am  

Year 12 Welcome Assembly 1:30pm 

Normal timetable for all year groups 

School Open to Year 11 only (am) / Open Evening  

INSET Day 2 (staff only) 

Monday 22 – Friday 26 October Half Term 

Monday 29 October 

Thursday 15 November 

Thursday 29 November 

Friday 30 November 

Thursday 20 December 

Term resumes 

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Presentation Evening 

INSET Day 3 (staff only) 

Term ends 

 

 

Spring Term 2019 

Monday 7 January Term commences 

Monday 18 – Friday 22 February Half Term 

Monday 25 February 

Tuesday 26 February 

Wednesday 10 April 

INSET Day 4 (staff only) 

Term resumes for students 

Term ends 

 

 

Summer Term 2019 

Monday 22 April 

Tuesday 23 April 

Monday 6 May 

School closed – Easter Monday Bank Holiday 

Term commences 

School closed – May Day Bank Holiday 

Monday 27 May  – Friday 31 May Half Term 

Monday 3 June 

Friday 21 June 

Friday 19 July 

Term resumes  

INSET Day 5 (staff only) 

Term ends 

 
 

 


