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4 July 2018 
 
 
Parents of All Students at FHS 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I am writing to you regarding some proposed changes to the school day and to give you 
the opportunity to provide any feedback that will assist the school’s Senior Leadership 
Team and Governors in their decision making. 
 
As parents you will be aware that Formby High School is thriving; our reputation and 
sustained performance record mean that we continue to be one of the most 
oversubscribed schools in Sefton.  During the last six years alone the school population 
has increased by over 100 children and we currently have 1085 students on roll.  You will 
recall that in September 2017 the school decided to increase its planned admission 
number for Year 7 to 186, an increase which will work its way through to Year 11 over 
the next four years.  The school has recently carried out significant refurbishment work 
to create three new teaching rooms to ensure that all lessons are taught in classrooms 
that are fit for purpose.  We are currently considering options for expanding our 
accommodation but this will be dependent upon securing funding from central 
government and this is a very competitive process.  It is also important that we continue 
to ensure the welfare and enjoyment of all students during times when students are not 
in lessons, particularly lunchtimes.  The increasing numbers of students will mean, for 
example, that:  

 There would be insufficient time under the current lunch break 
arrangements to ensure all students have time to purchase and consume 
lunch, and arrive punctually to afternoon lessons. 

 Queues for both the hot and cold serveries are lengthy and this will create 
congestion on narrow corridors. 

 At very busy times, it may be necessary for students to wait for seating to 
become available before sitting down to eat their lunch.  

 When the weather is poor there is limited indoor space to comfortably 
accommodate all students. 

 Significant increases in Sixth Form numbers means the space available in 
the Sixth Form common room / coffee bar will not be able to comfortably 
accommodate all students simultaneously during lunch break. 

 There will not be enough space on bag racks to adequately store bags for 
students in Years 7 to 11 during the lunch break and there are no suitable 
spaces to install additional bag racks. 
 

Whilst none of the above compromise the safety of students, they are issues that cannot 
be neglected.  To address them, we are proposing the introduction of a split lunch 
whereby some year groups are in lessons whilst other year groups will be having their 
lunch.   
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In order to facilitate this, we are proposing the following revision to the times of the school day: 
 

All Years 8.50am – 9.05am Tutor Period 

All Years 9.05am – 10.05am Period 1 

All Years 10.10am – 11.10am Period 2 

All Years 11.10am – 11.30am Break 

All Years 11.30am – 12.30pm Period 3 

Years 7, 9, 11 and 13 
12.30pm – 1.05pm 

1.10pm – 2.00pm 

Lunch 

Period 4 

Years 8, 10 and 12 
12.35pm – 1.25pm 

1.25pm – 2.00pm 

Period 4 

Lunch 

All Years 2.05pm – 3.05pm Period 5 

 
As you will see from the table above, we are proposing starting the school day five minutes earlier at 
8.50am and ending at 3.05pm, 15 minutes earlier than the current finish time.  In total, the length of the 
school day is reduced by 10 minutes.  The lunch break will be shortened to 35 minutes and this will allow 
sufficient time for some extra-curricular activities to continue to take place whilst others will move to after 
school, providing more quality time.  An earlier finish will enable students to travel home safely in daylight 
during the winter months, even if they remain after school to take part in a revision session or extra-
curricular activity.  As some students will not have their lunch break until 1.25pm, morning break will be 
extended by five minutes and Absolutely, the school’s catering contractor, will provide a more extensive 
selection of food during morning break.   
 
We have looked closely at the train times to and from Freshfield and Formby stations: 
 

Arrival Time Minutes to walk to school 

Formby Station (from Liverpool) 8.37am 13 minutes 

Freshfield Station (from Southport) 8.26am / 8.41am 24 minutes / 9 minutes 

Departure Time Minutes to walk from school 

Formby Station (to Liverpool) 3.28pm 23 minutes 

Freshfield Station (to Southport) 3.24pm 19 minutes 

 
As this is a consultation exercise, I would value your views on the proposal outlined above.  You are 
welcome to provide any comments you may have by email to Mrs Forster, my PA, at 
l.forster@formbyhighschool.com.  Please provide any responses by 4pm on Friday 13 July.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
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